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ROM. 7. 13. 


Was that thes which i .geod made death unto mee ? 
God forbid. But ſinne, that it might appeare fin, 
working death in mee by that which is good : that 
ſinne by the commandement might become excee- 


ding ſinful, 


s EE finde our Apoſtle in the 
9. verſe to have been alive, 
but ſtruck upon the ſudden 
' dead, by an apparition = 
ſented rohim in theglaſle of 
the law, of the finfulneſſe of 
ſinne, Sinrevived, ſayes the 
; 9. verſe, appeared to _ 
fayes the 1 3.verſe, lookes but Mz ir ſelfe, above—_ 
meaſure ff : and hee falls downe dead at the 
very light of it:7 dyed, layes he in the 9.# oy 
(41 


 Argravatin of fine: 
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| death in me, ſayes the 13. that is, anapprehen- 
- fionat deathand hell, as due to that eſtate Lwas 


thenin. Buryeras the life of fine was the death 
of Pasl, fo this death of bis was but $hocpnens- 
on toanew life, [throught the Law ave dead 16the 
Law, that. F might live to God, Gal. 2.19.and here 
heelikewiſe ſpeakes of Gods worke upon himat 
his firſk converſion 4, for than it, wasthathee re- 
laes bow fone became iny his eſkams; fo. above 
meaſure ſinful. 

Theſubje&then to he inſiſted onis the ſinful- 
neſle of finne, a ſubjeR therefore as neceſſary as 
any other;becauſe if ever webe faved, finne muſt 
firſt appeareto us all, as it did hereto him, above 
meaſure ſinfull. 

And firſt, becauſc all knowledge beginsatthe 
effecs which arc abyiousto ſenſe, ioterpre- 
ters of the nature. of things,. therefore wee: will 
begin this: Demenſirationotrhe cvillok fin, from 
the miſchicyous cffets it hath filled the world 
withall, it having done nothing but wrought 
miſchicfe ſinec itcame intothe, world, andalithe 
mike hicfe that. hath becne, done, it alone hath 
done, but. cſpecially towards thiepoorc/ſonlt of 
man, the:miſcrable {ybjegrefir.' | 

Which fir{ it:hath.debaſcd theſoule of man; 
the-nobk creature under heaven; and'Hi 
allyed.,, mage-to. be-a companion-fit' for God 
himfl, butfinne hath, ſtripx it of its firſt native 
exceflency as it did:Reuben, Gen. 49 41. dtbaſed 
the, ſoulc, more. worth than: all the werld',. as 
Ghrilt, lumſclfe ſaith:,, that. onely, went: to:the 
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| price of it : yetſinne hath made it a drudge and 


flave to every creature it was made to rule : 
therefore the Prodigall as a type isfaid to ſerves 
ſwine, and feed on huekes, ſoasevery vatiity ma- 
ſers it. Therefore we find inScripture,that men 
are ſaidto be ſervants towine, Tit.2,3.ſcrvants to 
riches, and divers luſts, &c. | 
And heficeit isthat/hamre attends uponiit, Row, 
6.21. Now ſhame ariſeth out of an apprehenſion 
of ſome excellencie debaſed : and by how much 
the excellencie is- greater, by ſo much is the 
ſhame the greater, and therefore -unutterable 
confuſion will one day befall finners : becauſe 
finne is the debaſcment of an unvaluable excel- 
lencie,  * | 
Secondly, it not onely debaſcth ir, bur defiles 
italſo ; and indeed there was nothimg elfe; that 
could defile it, Mar.15.20. for the fouleisa'moſt 
_ beame, bearing the image ofthe __— 
ights : as farre ſurpaſſing the tunne in purenefle, 
as the ſunne dothaclod ofcarth ; and yet all the 
dirt in the world cannot defile the ſunne ;- all the 
clouds that ſecke to muffite it, it ſcatters themall: 
but finne hath defiled the ſoule, yea, ove finne, 
the leaſt defiles it, in an inſtant, torally, eternally, 
Firſt, one finne did it in the fall of Adam, Row. 
5. 17. one offence polluted him, and all the world. 
Now fuippeſe you ſhould ſee one drop of dark- 
nefleſeazing on the funnc, and putting out that 
light and eye of heaven, and to looſenit out of 
theorbeit-moves in, and cauſc it to drop/downe 


a lump of darkneſſe, you would fay it were a 
B 2 ſtrange 
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range darkneſle: this finne didthen inthe ſoule, 
to which yetthe ſunne is butas a Taper, | . 
©. Secondly; it defiles it thus'#n ay infant. Take 
the moſt glorious Angell. in heayen, and let one 
of the leaſt ſinnes ſcaze upon his heart, hewould 
inan inſtant fall downe from. heaven, fiript of all 
tis glory, the uglicſt, creature that evar was be- 
paytſons fig would poyſon inan inſtant 3s Nero 
ailed apoiſon to thathcight, that it killed Gey. 
manic as ſoone as he received it 3, now ſuch-an 


£ 


ane1s finne. . | 


ib out, Ter.2::2,1., Fherewas.qnce let in 
water, and. the world was all over. 


 ;. Thirdly, it hattirobbed the foule ofthe image 
4 Gog, deprived ws of tha glory of Gad, Rom. 3.22. 
the image of Gqds holineſſe,which is his beagey 
and. ours : wee were. beautifull. and all glorious 


ogce-within, which though but an accident, is - 
| more.- 


"Jegravation of finne. 


more worth than all mens ſoules devoid of it; ir 
being a-likenefſt unto God, 's divine natures, 
without which noman fhall ſee God. Though 
man in Innocency had. all'perfeRions united tn 
him via eminemtie, that areto be found inother 
creatures; yet this was more werth tlianall : for 
all the reſt made him not like to God ,as this dids 
without which all Paradiſe could-not-make 
Adam happy z which when hethad loſt, be was 
left naked; though thoſe his'othenparfeRions.re- 
maincd with himzwhich is profitablt for «ll rhings, 
as '\the,- Apoſtle:ſayes.'; The leaſt dramime: of 
which; the whoke: world emballanced: with, 
would be -found-too light;' without which the 
glorious Angels would-be damned: deryills, rhe 
Saints in heayendamned ghoſts, this ith rob+ 
bed man of,/! | OR od earn 7 vified 
\ Fourthly, it hath robbed man even of. God 
himſelfe': Tomr ſinnes ſeparate (fayes:God) betwi £2 
You and me : and ; 1 they are aid todive 
without God in the wor 1d; and.in robbing a mat) of 
God, it robs him of allthings ; for a# things are 
%r5, butſo farre as God i #w75-; of God-whoſe 
face makes heayen;hc-is albin all; bu loving kind- 
neſſe is better than life and containeth beauty, ho- 
nours, riches, all; : yea; they;;are but a.drop to 
him. . | f ; 
Butts milchicls hathaot ftaid hett; butas tlie 
eproſe pf abe Lepers in the old Law, fometimes 
dtheic hanfes, garments; fo it hath burld 
confution.over all the workd, btought-444nj#ic_ 
onthe creature, Rom. $4.2 by andacwrſe +. and had 
3. ; not 
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Neb.r. 2, 
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not Chriſt undertooke the ſhattered condition of 
the world to uphold it, ithad fallen about Adams 
cares. 

And though the 01d walls and ruinous palace 
of the world ftandstothis day,yetthe beauty, the 
gloſſe, and glory of the hangings is Joyled and 
marred with mahy impetfeQions caſt upon eve- 
ry creature. 

-—_ the houfe ofthe Leper was to be pulled 

nd} oyrvogrr ufe to be taade pres 
Pagers, pod> ru Oumetyne pr ee 
ſhrunke into its firſt nothing: -and you wil 
that is a ſtrong carrion that refaines not one y 
or ring Tru but'nfcasall theaire about : 
fo'this, the northe foule the ſubjeQ'of it ohely, 
butall theworld,' '-- 

Laſtly, it was the firſt founder of hell, arid laid 
the firſt corner tonethereof; ſinne alone brought 
in and filled'that; bottomleſſe pulfe with all the 
fire;and branftone,atd treafires ofwrath,which 
ſhallnever be burnt and confamed. And this cru. 
cifed and pierced Chrift himſclfe, poured on 
him his Fathers avrath, the enduring of which 
_ line, was fech, as tharallthe Angelsin hea- 

en had cracktand fanke under it. 

ot et this eſtirgate is hut taken from the ef- 
fects of it, the eſſence of it which is thecauſe of 
alſtheſs evitls; wigſtaceds have much more miſ. 
chief&inv..'$hd1-Ispeak the" teaft SildToaply 
of it ? 13 conteins Whevplld eſt in ir: 

Iowes 1.743; the Aþoe Calls it flrbinr and 
emprand ofa rfline dt excrement as 
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fnaughtineſſe, etl win, Ag if ſo tranſcen- 
= , that if all evills were-to: have anexcre- 
mear, aſcumme, a ſuperfluatie, finne is it, as being 
the abſtracted quinteſſence of all evilt. An evill, 
which inthe nature and eflence of it wirtually, 
and eminently , containes all evills of whatkinde | 
ſoever thatare inthe world ;*Inſomuth as in the 
Scriptures you ſhall finde that allthe evils inthe 
—_—_ ſerve but to anſwer for it, andto give 
names to.it, Hencefinne itis called Aran | lin- 
ners ſexpenmts : fine iscalled a vomitdinners dogs - 
ſinnc the. ſtench of graves, and they rorten'! ſepul. 
chres : finne mire, ſinners ſowes : and-Grne! dork. 
neſſe, bliadneſſe, ſhame; nakedueſſe, folly,,radne([e; 
death, whatioeyer is filthy, detedtive;. infective, 
painful. Now 4s the holy Ghoſt ſayes of Nas 
bal, as is hisname',. ſt b6;: fornay weeiſay of 
finne ; for if © Adwmgeve namevto all things;ac- 
carding to- their nature, much more- God, who 
calls things. 45 they are; Surely God: would not 
ſlander f#rme;thotghitbe hy onely cnemic. And 
befides,there is reaſon for this, forit is the cauſe 
of all evills.. God fowednathing bur good-ſeed 
inthe world: ; He beheld, and:ſam aff things were— 
very good, It is finne hath ſowne the tares z all 
thoſeevills:that have come up; ſorrowes and dil. 
eaſes, both unto;mearrand beaſts. Now whatſo- 
ever isiritheieftea,isnma emmentizinalic cauſe. 
Surcly'thereforc it is'to the ſoule of: man (the 
miſerable veſſell and fubjetotir) all that, which 
paxſon; death; and fickticfle is-unto the other 
creatures ,; andto-the body; and in that, _ * 
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theſe tothe ſoule, it is therefore more than all 
theſe to it: for corruptio optinsi peſſima : by how 
much che ſoule exceedsall other creatures, by fo 
much muſt ſinne, which is the corruption, poy- 
ſon, dearth, and ſickneffe of it, exccedall other 
evills. 

Bur yetchisis the leaſt ill that canbe ſaid of it; 
There is 2; ſotne- further tranſcendent peculiar 
miſchicfein it, that is not to be found inall other 
evills, as will appearein many inſtances. 

For firſt;allotherevills God proclaimes him- 
ſelfe the author of, andownes them all; though 
ſinne bethe' meritorious cauſe of all; yet God the 
cficient and diſpoſing cauſe.” There s no evill in 
the City but 1 have done it. He onely diſclaimeth 
this, 7am. 1.13. as abaſtard of ſome others bree. 
ding, for be the F ather of lights wer. r7. 

condly, the utmoſt extremity of he evill of 
puniſhment-God ithe Sonne under-went; had 2 
cup mingled him of bis Father; miore birter thare 
ifall the evils inthe world had beene ſtrainedin, 
and he dranke it off heartily to the bottonie ; but 
not a drop of finne, -thaugh ſweetned with the 
offer-of allthoworld;-would a0c downe with 
him. - 4 | 

Thirdly , other evils' the Saints have choſen 
and imbraccd as good, and refuſed thegreateſt 
good things the world had, as cvill, whenthey 
came incompetition withitnne. So CAMgſes choſe 
rather fe fufſer much rather than to exjoy the plea- 
ſures of finne, Heb. 11. from 24. to 28. So Ehyy- 
ſoftome, when Eudexia the Empreſlc —_— 
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him : goetell her, ſayes he, Nil miſs peccatumsi- 
mes, I feare nothing but ſinne. 

Fourthly;rake thic Devill himiſelfe,whom you 
all conceive to be more full of miſchicfe than all 
theevillsin theworld, called therefore in the ab- 
ſtrat ſpirituall wickednefſe, Eph. 6. 12.yetitwas 
but ſinne that firſt ſpoiled him, and itis finne poſ 


 ſeſſeth the very devils : hewas a glorious Angell, 


till he was acquainted with it : and could there 
be a ſeparation made betweene him and finne, 
he would be againe of asgood, ſweet, and ami- 
able a nature, asany creature in earth or heaven: 

Fittly, Though other things are evill, yet no. 
thing makes the creature 4ccrſed bur finne * as 
all good things inthe world doc not makea man 
a bleſſed man, ſo nor all the cvills accurſed.- God 
ſaycs not, blefled are the honorable,and the rich, 
nor that accurſed arethepoore : but curſed i the 
man that continues not in all things, Gal. 3. 10. a 
curſctothe leaſt finne ; and oncke contrary, bleſ= 
ſed is the man whoſe iniquities are forgiven, &c, 
Row. 4.7. 

Sixtly, God hates nothing but ſinne, Were all 
evills ſwept downe into one man, God hates him 
notſimplyforthem, not becauſe thou art poore 
and dilfraced, but onely becauſe finfull. Tr is fin 
he hates, Rev.2.15. Tſa.27.11.yeaitalone: and 
whereas other attributes are diverſely communi- 
cated in thcir cffes to ſeveral! things: as his 
love and goodnefſe, Himſelfe, his Sonne, his 
children, haveall a fhare in : yet all rhe hatred 
(which is as large as his lovc)is ſolely poured 
out 


—_— 


40 


=> af 
PA a, 


ry \ <- . * 
4 p £& +7 i * wc "© 
\ S\4 a Ef vx. \ 
4 - W T5. 
n ("05 s 0s 
»* \ , 
#45 ,,T 
*T. — 
. - hd 
-- HAE. 
b 


"out upon, and wholly, 


and limited onely unto 
finne. | Y 


 Allche queſtion will be what tranſcendencie 
ofcvill isin the 6ſſence of it, that makes itabove 
all other evills, and hated, and ir onely by God, 
Chriſt, the, Saints, &c. more than any. other 
evill. IR 

Why It is enmity with God, Rom. 8. 7,” ab« 
ſtras we know ſpeake eſſences : the meaning is, 
it is as direRly contrary to God, as any thing 
ue be : for contrary it is to God, and all that 
1$ Als. 

As 1. contrary to his eſſence, to his exiſtence, 
and being God : forit makes men hate him, Row. 
I. 39» and &s he that hateth his brother i a muythe- 
Fer, 1 Job. 3: 15. ſohee that hateth God maybe 
{aidtobca muttherer of him,and wiſheth that he 
were pots. Peccatum eft D e-cidinm. 

2, . Contrary it is toall his attributes which 
Arc.his meme: men are jealous of their names : 
Gods name. is:him{clfes as x. It makes a man 
ſlight Gods goodneſle, and to ſeeke happineſſe 
1m thecreature., as it hee were able to be happy 
Wizhout him; And 2. it depoſeth his foveraign: 
ty, and ſers yp other Gods before hisface. 3.Tt 
c9ontemns his truth, power, andjuſtice. And 4. 
turncs his grace into wantonnefſe. 

Andasto himſelfe, ſotto whatever is bis, or 
deaxe tohim.. Beſides, A King hath 4. things in 
an cſpeciall manner deare to him: Hi Lawes, 


Hu fevonrites, hu image flampt upon his coine : 


and {0 hath God.. 


Firſt; | 
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Firſt, his lawes and ordinarices : God never 


gave Law, but:it hath becne broker by: ſihae'; 
«rs js the definition of it, The transghefſion of 
the Law,x 10h.3.4. yea itis called deſtroy nig the 
Law, Pſal. 119. 126. And know, that 'Gods 
Law, the leaft tittle of it, is more dearc tohing, 
thanall the world. For ere the leaſt ritel& of it 
ſhall be broken, heaven and earth ſhall 'pafſe. 
The leaft finnetheretore, which is & breach of 
the leaſt law, is worfe than the deftrution ofthe 
world : and for his worfhip-; (asenvying Gof 
ſhould have any,) it turns his ordimnecs irifty 
ſinne. 

Secondly, for his favoutites : God hath brit a 
fey poore ones 5 upon whom beeaufe God hath 
ſet his love, finne hath ſer irs hatred! - | 

Laftly, for his image ever! in.4 mans owtre 
breaſt : the law of the members fights againſtthe 
law of the mind; and endevoureth te < ir, 
t a man ſhould bedamned(forit. Gu 5:27. 
T he; fleſb (namely fine) lafterh ag aivft the Spirrr, 
tor they arecontrarics. Contrary indeed; for me 
thinkes thovghrit hates thatimage inothers, that 
yet it' ſhould fpare' it inazmans felfe, oiit of felf.” 
love 3 but yet, —_ ſhould be dared, 
if this image be expelled, it yet laboureth to doe 
this; ſodeadly is that hatred, 4 mah hates him- 
ſelfe, as holy, fo farreas he is ſinful, | 

Itabaunds.now fo high, a5 ourthoughts can 
follow'it no farcher i Divines fay, ir aſpirestnto 
infinity, the objeR againft whom it is thnscon- 
trary unfte; being God, who is. infinite, they tell 
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us,thatobjeively, ſinneit ſelfeisinfinite. Sure I 
am, the. worth of the obj<& or party offended, 
aggravates:the offence : an ill word againſt the 
King is hightreaſon,not the greateRtindignity tq 
another man. Sure 1 alſo am , that God was'ſo 
offended with it, as, though he loves: his- Sonne 
as himſelfe,; yet he (though without finxe) being 
but wade finne by imputation, yet God ſpared him 
#8 : and becauſe the creatures conld not ſtrike a 
ſtroake hard enough, he himſclfe was pleaſed to 
bruiſe hins, Eſay 53.16. He ſpared 'n0t his owne_ 
Sonne, Row. $.52.; His love might have over. 
come him, to have paſſed by it to. his Sonnez-at 
leaſta;word of his mouth might have pacified 
bin: yet ſogreat was hiShatred of it, andoffence 
at1t,as he powredthevialls of biswrathon him - 
Neither would chtreaty ſorve, for though he cryed ' 
with ſtrong eryes it_ ſhould paſſe im , God 
would got, tilt he had out-wraſtledit.. t 
 And.as.the perſan offended,” aggravateg the 
fence,,a5 before.) ſor alfo.:the perſon ſuffering, 
being God and man,arguesthe aboundmg ſioful- 
nefle af it; For, for what crime did you ever hear 
*:King, was put to death their perſons: being 
eftccmed in worth above all.crime ; as civill, 
Chriſt was the Xing of Kings. | 
And;yet there is one conſideration more to 
make the meaſure of its iniquity folly full ; and* 
abound, to- flowing: over ,.and-that is:rhis, 
| at the;leaſt fiane virtually -marc'or leffeconz 
taines all ſinne.jin the nature of jt '(I-meane+not- 
that all axe equall,thereforeI addemoxeor pe 
vo of and.! 
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and I prove itthus : becauſe Adam by one offence 
contrated the ſtaine of all, no ſooner did one 
ſinne ſeaze upon his heart, but he hadall ſinnes 
in him, 

And ſocvery ſinne in us by a miraculous mul. 
tiplicationinclines ournaturemoreto every finne 
than it was before: it makes the pollution of na- 
turc ofa deeper dye z notonely. to that _ of 
linne, whereof it1s theproper individuall act, bur 
to all clſe : as bring one candle intoa roome, the 
light ſpreads all over ; and then another. the 
light is all over morcincreaſed : Soit is infinne; 
for the leaſt cuts the foule off from God, and 
then itis ready to goe a whoring after every va- 
nity that will enticeit, or entertaine it. 

And this:;thewes the fulneſſe of the evill of it, 
in that it containes notonely all other cvills inthe 
world it it, butalfo all of its owne kinde. As you 
would count that a-ſtrange poy ſon,the leaſt drop 
of which containesthe force of all poyſon in ir: 
That a ſtrange diſeaſe, the leaſt infection where. 
of brought the body ſubject to all diſeaſes : yet 
ſuch an one is ſinne , the leaſt making the ſoule, 
moreprone and fubje& toall. 

And now you ſee it is a perfe& evilb ;-and 
though indeedit cannot beſaid ta be the chicteſt 
in that full ſenſe wherein God is ſaid to be the 
chicfeſt good ; becauſcifit were as bad as God 
is good, how could he pardon it, ſubdue it,bring 


irtonothingas hedoth 2 and then how could it 


have addition toit,one fin being more finfull than 


another ?- Ezek, $, 15, John 19.11, Butyet it 
fy C 3 | hath 


Rom, I. 


hath fome analogic ofbeing the chicfeſt evil, as 
Godthe rac: 

For x.asGodis the chiefeft good, whothere. 
fore is to be loved for himſelfe,and other things 
but for his ſake ; ſo alſo is{tn the chiefeſt evill, 
becauſcitis ſimply to be avoided for its ſelfe;bur 
other evills became good , yea defirable when 
compared with it. 

Secondly.as God is the chiefcſt good, becauſe 
heis thegreatcſt happinefle to himfelfe ; fo fin, 
thegreatcſ cvill to it ſelfe:: for there can be no 
worſe puniſhment of it, than its felfe ; therefore 
when God would give a man over, as an cnemie 
he meancs never to deale withall more, he gives 
him up to ſinne. | 

And thirdly, it'is fo cvill, as it cannot have a 
worſe Epithetegiven it, than it ſclfe ; and there- 
fore the Apoſtle, when he would ſpeak his worſt 
of it, and wind.up hisexpreffion higheft, »/que ad 
hyperbolem, calls it by its own name, finfull fine, 
Fi WPI _ 7.13». ryan in os being 
the greateſt good, quicqual «ft in Deoofb Dews ip. 
Ghrralore Gat bieden Fammcrag bur hi 
ſclfe, idempr edicaturdefeipſe : fot is with finne, 
quiequideſtinpeccato ,peccatum eſt,chc, he cancall 
1t Bo-worlc than by its. &wne name, ſinful inne, 


Liſc 


Aggrevetionof firme. = j 


15 


SS$003STRBEGESGOARGESTORDGEG, 


USE. 


AN D what have beeneſpeaking of all this 
while £ Why * but of one finne in thegene- 
rall nature of it. There is not a manihere; but 
hath millions of them z as many as the ſands up. 
on the Sca ſhore ; yea, as there-would be A. 
tomes, were all the world pounded to duft, itex. 
ceeds innumber alſo ; and therefore ere we goe 
any further, letall our thoughts break off here in 
wonderment at the abounding of finne, above all 
things cle; for other things, if they be grear, 
they are buta few ; if many, they are but ſmall : 
the world, tis a big one indeed, but yet there is 
but one; the ſands , though innumerable, yet 
oy are bur {mall ; your Fnſulneſſc exceeds in 
oth. 

And next, lctall our thoughts be wound up to 
the molt deepe and intenſe conſideration of our 
eſtates ; for if one ſinabounds rhus, what tongue 
can exptcſſe, or heart can conceive their miſery, 
who touſethe Apoſtles phraſe, r Cor.15. are yet 
intheir ſinnes ? that is, ſtand bound to God in 
their owne fingle bond onely, to anſwer for all 
thcir ſinnes themaſelves ; and cannor,inthe eſtate 
wherein yet they ſtand of impenitencie and un- 
belecte, plead the benefit of Chriſts death, to 
take offand eaſe them ofthe guilt of one fine, 
butall their fines are yet all their owne, which 

| to 
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toaman i Chriſt they are not ; for his owne 
bonds are cancelled, and given in,and Chriſt en- 
tred into bonds for him, and all his fins tranſla- 
ted upon him. | 

Now for a proper charaQter of their eſtate,and 
ſutable to this expreſſion : 7 

Firft then amans finncs may be ſaid to be {till 
his owne : when he committeth. finne, 9s of his 
owne, that is the full frame and inclination of his 
heart. Thus the devill isfaid-to finne, 70h.8.4.4. 
% 44 idle aut of his owne ; the whole frame of his 
ſpark is in itz which a man in Chriſt cannot beſo 

ully ſaid to doe, for hee hath a new creature in 
him #hat ſinneth not, 118h.3.1,9.that can ſay cycn 
when he ſins, it « n0t I, bat ſinne. 

And er, 4c ſinnc is amans owne,when 
he hates itnot, but loves it : The world loves hu 
owne, faith Chriſt,7h.15. 29. and ſo deth a wic- 
ked man his finne, more than any good; which is 
Davids character, Pſal.5 2.3. 

And thirdly, what is a mans owne, he nou- 
riſheth and cherifheth ; therefore Eph. 5. 19. No 
man hates his owne- fleſh, but loweth it, and cherifh- 
eth it : ſo doe men their finnes , when they are 
their owne, Thoſe great and rich oppreſſors, 
lam.5.5.arc ſaid to nouriſh their hearts in wan. 
tonnes, and in pleaſure, a5 in 4 day of laughtey ;, as 
living upon the creame of finning , and hayi 

| ſuch plenty, they pick out none but the frecteſ 
XY bitsto nouriſh their hearts withall. 
4 Sowhat aman provides for,that is his own; 


{o 2K the Apoſtle, A man that provides not fe 
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bis owne, is worſe gc. When Nog men make 

h # for the fleſh, as the phraleis, Row. 12.14. » 
wane bx ae and an ws oe of their laſts, 
and whoſe chiefeſt care is every morning, what 
pleaſures of finne they have that day to be enjoy- 
cd, iris « figne that their ſinsare their owne, 

Ina word, when'men liye in finne ;*tis the ex- 
preſſion uſed, r Tim: 5:6. Shethat lives inplea. 

ſure, is dead while ſhe lives. When the revenewes 

of thecomfort of mens lives come'in, from' the 
pleaſures of ſinne, and that ſupplies them with 
all thoſe neceſſarics that belong to life ; as when 
'ris their element they drink in like water ; their 
meat, they eate the bread of wickedneſſe, Prov.1.7. 
and it gocs downe, and troubleth themnot; their 
ſleepe alſo, they cannot ſleepe till they have done or 
contrived ſome wiſchiefe, wer. 16. their appa- 
rell, as when violence and opprofies covers them «s 
4 garment,and pride compaſſeth them as a chaine, 
Pſal. 73. their recreation alſo, It is 4 paſtime for 
afoole to dos wickedly, he makes ſport and brags 
of it, Prov. 10.23. yea their health, being ſick 
and diſcontented, when their luſts are not fatis- 
fied, as Ahab was for Naboths vineyard 3 Amnorn 
grew leane, when hee could not enjoy his Para- 
more. 

Alitheſe, as they live intheir fins here, and fo 
are dead whileſt they live, and ſo are miſerable, 
making the greateſt evill their chicteſt good ; ſo 
when they cometo die (as we all muſt doe one 
day)and how foone,and how ſuddenly we know 
nor ; wee carry our '{oules, our precions ſoules, 
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aSprecious water ina brittke glaſſe, ſooue crack- 
on thenweare fpile ike mater, which none 
can gather up 4gaine ;, Or butasa candle ina paper 
lnthborne ; in clay walls, full ef cranyes, en 
but a little cold comes in, and blowes the candle 
out; ) and..then, without a, through change of 
heart before , wrought from. all linac, to all 
godlineſle, they will die in their pres. And all, 
and. the utmoſt of all miſcrics is ſpoken: in that 
age ward: andtherefoge Chriff , whenhe would 
ſummeup-all miſcrics.a-one cxpreſſion, tells the 
Phaxiſees they ſhould dis in ther ſans Jobs $.28. 
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AN let.us canfider furthes, that if fin be thus. 
above mcaſure fiofull, chat # eb that followers 
death. js.then likewiſe abave meaſure fearful And 
ſa it isintirgated'to-be'@ puniſhment without mos 
ſure, len. 30, 31 compared: with-7ft:a7. _ 
them 45 1 puniſh rhee ({aycs God.to bis owne) 
Inull panrfh rheeim meaſure. Andindecd, fintic be- 
ng commictedagaialt Gad:the King of rr. Fare 
an.oay ci bs puniſhed engngh. Butas the killing! 
ot a King;isamangſt menacyimeſobainews,thar 
no 7m can exceed the deſert of it : weuttre: 
All rarmentsars toorlitleany death wmagiood 
F5rOE 3, crc. Now artoatars eff Dviotdbens, 
a1 ſaid bewre, a deſtroying Godas much as im 
us. lics.: and.therefore nencbut God:himfelfe: cam 
giveira full punihment,;' thereforc it. is called «- 
falling nyo Gads hands, tebit on 23. which; * he: 
ig ayes- 
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faycs there, is fearful. For if his brearb blowes 
us 19 deſtruction, 0b 4.9: for weare but duſt heap 
yca, his nod, he nods to deftruttion, Fſal. 80716, 
then what is the weight of his hands , even of 
thoſe hands, which (pan the heavens, and hold the 
earth in the hollow of them ? and it Godrakeitin- 
to his bands to puniſh, he will be ſare ro doe unte 
the full. Sinne is mans worke , and puniſhment is 
Gods, and God will ſhew himſelfe as perfe## in his 
worke,as wanin his. 

It ſinne be malnm catholicum,as hath been ſaid, 
thar containes all evils in itz then the puniſhmene 
God will inf1& ſhall be malurm catholicum alſo, 
containing io itall miſerics ; it is a cup full of mixe- 
ture, {o called Pſal.75.8. asinto which God hath 
ſtrainedthe quinteſlence of all miſerics, and the, 
wicked of the earth muſt drink the aregges of it, 
Nang it be eternity unto the bottome. And if 
one (in deſervesahell, a puniſhment above mea- 
ſure, what will millions of gillions doe * And 
we reade that every ſipne ſhall rectiave a juſt recons- 
perce, Heb.2.3. ohletus thentake heed of dying 
1n ourfinnes, and therefore of living in them ; for 
we ſhall lic in priſon till we have paid the very 
utmoſt farthing. 

And thereforcifallthis that I haveſaid of it wil 
got p> en anſwerable apprehenfions of it in 
you, (this being but painting the toad, which you 
can look upon and handle without affrightment) 
Iwiſh thatif without danger yon could but lay 
your cares to hell, tharſtanding as it were bebind 
the 8kreene, you might heare finne ſpoken of in 

"'D2 its 
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RKsowne dialet bythe oldeſt ſonnes of perdition- - 
there, to heare what Cai» ſayes'of murthering 
hisbrather Abel; what Saul of his petſecuting 
David, and the Pricſts of 1ehoveh ; what Balaam 
and Ac hitophel ſay of rheir curſed counſels and 
policies ; what C4 hab ſayes of his oppreſſion of 
Naboth ; what Indas of treaſon; and heare what 
expreſſions- they have, with what horrors, yel- 
lings, groancs, diſtrations, the leaſt ſin is there 
ſpoken of. If God ſhould take any mans ſoule 
here, and as he rapt His, into the third heavens, 
where he ſaw grace in its fulleft — ſo 
carry any ones foule into thoſe chawbers of death, 
as Shlomoy callsthem, and leading him through 
all, fromchamber to chamber, ſhew him the vi. 

ens of darkneſſe, and hee there heare all thoſe 

cdlames cryout, one of this ſane, another-.of 
that, and ſec finne as it tookes in hell ! But there 
is one aggravation more of the evill and miſery 
finnc brings upon men, Ihave nog ſpoken of yer, 
that it blindstheir eyes, and hardens their hearts, 
that they doe not ſee,nor lament their miſery,till 
they bein hell; and then it is too late. 


ſe 3. 


DLIt what; doth fin ſo exceed in finfulneſſe,and 
is the venome of it boyled upto ſucha height 
of. miſchicfe,that there ſhould be no namein hea- 
ven and earth able tograpple with it,and deſtroy 
it « Isthere no antidote,no balme in Gilead more 
{overaigne, than it is deadly 2 Surcly yes, _ 
wou 
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would never have ſuffered ſo potent and malici.. 
ous an enemy to have ſer foot in his dominions, 
butthat ho knew how to conquer it, and that noe 
by puniſhing of it onely in hell, but by:deftroy, 
ing it : onely it is-too potent for all the creatnres 
to encounter with. This viory is alone reſer. 
ved for Chriſt, it can die by no other hand, that 
he may have the glory of it ; which therefore is 
the top of his glory, as mediator, and his higheſt 
title, the memory of which he beares written in 
hisname JEsus, for he ſhall ſave his people from 
thiir ſinnes, Mat.1.21. Andtherefore the'Apo- 
ſtle Paxl, his chicfeſt Herauld , proclaimes this 
victory with a world of ſolemnity and triumph 
z Cor.15.36. Oh death, where i thy ſting? © 
grave, where ts thy widtory ? the fling of death is 
ſinae, the ftrength of ſinne w the Law : bat thankes 
be to God that gives ws the victory through our Loyd 
Teſus Chrift : which yet again addesto the Dec. 
monſtration of the hnfolneſſ of it : forthe ſtrength 
of. finnewas ſuch, that like Goliah it would have 
defied the whole hoſt of heaven and earth. 7t was 
not poſſible the bloodof Bulls and goats ſhould take; 
away ſinne, Heb.10.4.nor would the riches of the 
world, orthe blood of men have beene a ſuffici- 
ent ranſome : Will the Lord be pleaſed with rivers 
of e316 ? ſhall I give my firſt borne for my tranſgreſ- 
fron ?- No, ſayeshe, there is no proportion, for 
thy firſt borne is but the fruit of thy body, and 
linne is the finxe of thy ſoule, Mich. 6. 7.it muſt 
coſt moreto-redeeme a ſoule than ſo, Pſal.49.9. 
No, couldeſt thou bring rivers oftcares, inſtead 
BE of 
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of riversofoyle z which if anything,were like to 
pacific God, yet are they but the excrements of 
thy braines ; but finne is the finne of thy heart: 
yeaall the rightcouſneſſe that we could ever do, 
cannot make amends for one finne : for ſuppoſe 
itperfe&, when as yet it is but dung, Aal. 2. z. 
and a menſiruoxe cloath, yet thouoweſt it dlready 
as thou art a creature ; and one debt cannot pa 
another. If chen we ſhould goe a begging to all 
the Angels, who never finned, let them lay all 
their ſtock regerher, ir would begger them all 
to pay for one finne : no, it is notthe merit of An. 
gels will doe it; for ſinne isthe tranſgrefſion, the 
deſtruction of the Law, Pſal. rog.1. and the leaſt 
am is more worth than heaven, and all that is 
therein, 

Onely, though is be thus uncenquerably fin. 
full by all created powers, it hath not gone be- 
yond the price that Chriſt hath paid for it; the 
Apoſtle compares te this very purpoſe, fwneand 
Chriſts righteeuſneſſe together, Rows. 5.15,20. 'Tis 
truc, ſayes hee, that ſinxe abounds, and that ove_ 
ſnne, etgrlews, and inftanceth in {dams ſinne, 
_ _— all mens natures to _ < the 
world; yet layes he, the gift of righteouſmeſſe 
Chrift {hue much rand ppc to Park 
over, wemrivven, {ayesthe Apoſtle, r Tim. 1. 14. 
& the ſea doth above mole-hills, Malach. 7. 14. 
S——_ therefore it would undoe all the Angels, 
yet Chrifts riches are wnſeerchable, Eph. 3.8. hee 

th:ſach riches of merit, as areablctopay all 
thy debts the very firſt day of thy mariage with 


him, 


Agr evationof finme. 


hs. 


him , though thou hadſt beene a ſinner millions 
of ycares, afore the creation to: this day ! and 
when that is done , there is enough lefr ts pur. 
chaſethce moregrace and glory than all the An- 
gels have in heaven. Ina word. he is able to ſave 
to1h? utmoſt, all that cone to God by hins, Heb. 7.5. 
let their fans be whar they will. 

But then wee muſt come to him, and /# God by 
him, and take him as our Lord, and King, and 
head, and husband , as be is freely tendered ,we 
muſt be made one wich him, and have our hefty 
divorced from all our fiancs for ever. And why 
not now 2 doc we yet look for another Chrifts 
and toalluderous,as Naomi faid to Reth, ts there 
yet any more fonnes in my wombe , thatthey 
may be'your husbands 7 So fay I,Hath God any 
more fack formes © or is nor this Chrift good e- 
nough: orare we afraid of being happy too ſoon, 
in-benmg married rs him * ; 

But yerifwe withhave Chriſt mdeed (without 


whom we are undone) how ſhe we 1hew cominae Roms. 


in fiaue, which isthusabeve mcafure firfall £ ne 
not in one. The Apoſtle ſpeaks there inthe lan- 
guage of impoſſibility and ineonfiſtencie. Chriſt, 
_ the raigne of onefinne, they canner ſtand to- 
cr, 

LF And indeed , wee will not fo much as take 
Chriſt, antill firſt wee have ſeene more” or leffe 
this viſion here, and finme appearto us, as to him, 
above meaſure ſinfull : naturally we flight it and 
makea mock of, and account it preciſeneffe to 
flick and make conſcience of it; burif once -_ 
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thus appearesto any burin its owne colours, that 
man will looke uponthe leaſt ſinne then, as upon 
hcll it ſelfe ; and like a man affrighted, feare in 
all his wayes, leſt he ſhould meet with finne, and 
ſtarts arthe very appearance of it; he weepes if 
finne doe but fec him, and hee doe but ſec it in 
himſelfe and others ; and crycsour as 1oſeph did, 
How ſhall 1 doe this, and ſinne?and then a man will 
make out for Chriſt, as a condemned man for 
life, as a manthat can no longer livegob give me. 
Chriſt, or elſe I die ;, and then if upon this Chriſt 
appearesto him,and manifeſts himſeife,as his pro- 
miſc i$to the that ſeek him, 7#b:14.21. his heart 
thereupon will-much more deteſt and loathe it : 
he ſaw itcvill afore, but then itcomesto'havea 
new tinfure added , which makes it infinitely 
more finfull inhis eyes ; farhethen lookes upon 
every linne as guilty of Chrifts bloud, as dyed 
with it, though covered by it ;'the grace of God ap- 
Meering , teacheth us to deny all ungodline(ſe and 
worldly 


lufts. The love. of Chriſt conſtraines him. 


Thinkes he, Shall I live in that for which Chriſt 
dicd ? ſhall thatbe my life, which-was his death? 
did he that neyer knew finne., undergoe the tor- 
ment for it, and ſhall I be ſounkinde as to enjoy 
the pleaſure of it? No, but as David when hee 
was. very thirſtic, and had watcr of thewell of 
Bethleem brought him, with the hazard of mens 
lives, powredit onthe ground ; for ſaycs hee, 7s 
& the blood of theſe men : So fayes he, cyen when 
the cup of pleaſures is at his very lips, It coſtthe 
blood of Chriſt and ſo pours it upon the yagi 
n 
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Andas the love of Chriſt conſtraines him, ſo the 
power of Chriſt doth change him. Kings may 

rdon Traytors, but they cannot change their 
hear) but Chriſt pardons none, hee doth not 
make new creatures,and all o/d things paſſe away, 
becauſe he makes them friends, fayourites to live 
with, and dcelightin ; and if men pur on Chriſt, and 
have learned him, as the truth is in Jeſus, they put 
off as concerning the former converſation the old 
man, with the deceitfull luſts ; and he ceaſeth from 
ſonne, that is, from the courſe of any knowne ſin; 
theyarethe Apoſtles owne words, which ſhall 
judge us ; and if we ſhould expe falvation.from 
himuponany other termes,we are deceived ; for 
Chriſt # author of ſalvation to them onely that obey 
him, Heb. 5.9. 
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Contents of Aggravation of 
ſinning againſt knowledge. 


DoQ. Te ſinne againſt knowledge is the high- 
eft aggravation of ſinning. page 34 
I. Demonſtrations of the point,by comparing it with 
other kinds of ſinning. 36 
How much ſins againſt knowledge doe tranſcend fins 
of 1gnorance. by 37 

1.. In (ins of ionorance there may be a ſuppoſition,i 
he 8 gag it, he would <A ried hf it : fi 
not {0 intheſe. ibid, 
2. The vaſt difference between them appears in the 
repentance God accepts for each: a generall repen- 

| tance for the one,not ſo for the other. 39 
3. Some kinds of ſinning againſt knowleage exclude 
from mercy, which done ignorantly, leave a ca- 


pacity of it. 40 
4- Sinning againſt knowledge is the higheſt but that 
of ſ\nning againſt the holy Ghoſt. 41 

6. Reaſens. 


I. Becauſe knowledee ts the greateft mercy, 42 
2. Xnowledg & the immediate guide of men in all 
their wares: 4 man (ins aginf his guide. 42 
That knowledge # ſo proved, in that an trro- 
__meows conferente binds. - 45 
3- Reaſori: Knowledge layath a further obligation 
to obedience. ibid. 
Lawes come in force when promulged. 46 
4. There is the more contempt caſt an the law, 47 
5.79 fins againſt-knowledge the will of the ſinner 
cloſeth more with ſin, 4s ſin, ibid. 
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Tur ConTENTS. 


6. In inning againſt knowledge, a man con- 
; En 574 x 4.8 
Three things handled concerning ſins againſt know - 
ledee. ibid, 
1.What it «to ſin againſt knowledg explained. ag 
I. Diftindtion, To ſinne with knowledge and 


againſt knowledge doe differ. tbid. 

CA regenerate man guilty of more ſins knowne_ 
than another. ibid. 
Tet not of more ſins againſt knowledge, 50 


2. Diſtintion, Men ſin ag ainſt knowledg either 
objettively or circumſtantially only. FI 
I. What it is to ſinne direHy againſt know. 


—_ 7/7 ibid. 
2. What to ſinne againſt knowledge circum. 
antially onely, ibid. 


This diftinition explained out of this Chap. ibid. 
Sinnes direttly againſt knowledge reduced totwo 
heads. 


52 
I. In regard of our ſelves 5. wayes. ibid. 
I. Whexa we abuſcknowlede to help ws to ſin. ib, 
3. Wayes. 
I. Toplot and contrive ſin. 


2. To colour ſins committed by lyes. 
3- Tocolour ſins by pretence of religi-v1bid, 
9n, and uſe their Luowled of relig1. 
on 10 plead for and 'ofifi their fo. 
2. When men neglef# to get knowledge that 
might preſervethem from ſinning. 53 
3- When men refuſe knowledge that they may 


ſin morefreely. - 35 
4. 15 tohate the light, and to endevour to ex- 
 tinguiſh it. 


55 
5, When 


True ConTENTS. 


5.When men hold opinions ag: their conſciences.57 
2. M of wr direttly againſt knowledge. it ſelfe in re- 
ſpeii of others, 58 
I. By concealing knowledge. ibid. 
2.Men indever to ores knowledg in others.ib, 
3. When men go about to make others ſin againſt 
their conſciences. 59 
2. Generall Branch. 
Sins committed collaterally or circumftantially againſt 
knowleage. 60 
It is done 

1. Either in particular att of ſinning, or 

2. In continaing in an eſtate of ſinning againſt know- 


ledge. ibid. 
Particular inſtances being infinite. 61 
QA diſtinttion « given concerning them. ibid, 
I. Some fins more tranſient. + Ibid, 

2. Some more permanent and continued , untill re. 
called, though but once committed. tbid. 
Which are of all ther moſt dangerous ts commit, when 


againſt knowledge, 62 

2. Going 0n in 4 ſinfull eftate againſt knowledge. ibid. 
Three ſorts of men thus ſin : 

I. Such as for worldly ends forbear to ur {* Chriſt 

and his Wayes, w bich they know to be Fh , 63 

2. T hoſe that defer repentance. 65 


3. Apoſtate Profeſſors gee 0# in an eſtate of finning 


againſt knowledge. ibid. 
Application. 67 

2. Head: Rules whereby to eſtimate ſins againſt know- 
ledge. 68 
Of two, ſorts: before ſinning, or in ſinning.. 69 


Ls Before finning, 3. Rules. 
£25 r.. The: 
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ET - THz ConTENTS. 
FE" 8 1 Themweamen conſiders the iſſues and conſe- 
guents of a fins" | -ibid 


o 


2. The wore conſultation,andaebates befor. 70 
3. The more teſtimonies and warnings againſt 4 


fin. 71 

2. Rules ts meaſure the ſinfulneſſe of ſuch afts in ſin- 
wing, 3- TILE 73 
8.1 h leſſe paſiion or temptation to a ſinne againſt 

le ibid. 


2:T he morereal erexperimetal light men fin againſt 82 
4+ The more ſhining thelight is inthe conſcience,joyned 


with a taſte,the greater the ſin. $3 
5. To ſin againſt profeſſea-knowledge. 85 


How great at ingagement. and motive it is tome 
knowleag to hoes God,and t0take heed of ſinning.$7 
I. Such an one cannot. ſin ſo.cheap as others : their ſins 
are more coſtly and char weable. tid, 
And will have leſſe pleaſure imſinning. ibid. 
2. Such are given up togreater hardneſſe of heart. $8 
3-Such God gives up tothe worſt & groſſeſt of ſins.ibid. 
4-At death, knowledge ſinned againſt, gives up t0 
more horror and difpurre. ” $89 
5. In hell it increaſethtorment, 90 
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ROM. I. 21. 


Becauſe that when they knew God, the wore him 
not «« God, neither were thankful. t became_ 
vaine in their imaginations, and their fooliſh 
heart was darkned. 


Here are two generall aggra- 
vations the Apoſtle infiſts 
on,intheſe two Chapters,of 
the Gentiles finfulneſſe:Firft 


apainſt knowledge, as the greateſt ; for bringing 
F 1n 
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ina TT and particular inditment of ma. 
-Q 


i 18. he beginsthe indictment and es a- 
tionof _— abovg all fornhis; rhat ok 
trwh in uorightceaſnofſe'; ;-which 
was as much as all thatunrighteouſneiſe commit- 
ted, barely-init Entered, And then again: 
in the pr when! hee cotncs to -pronounte ſep - 
tence, he comesin with this, after all particulars 
had beene reckoned up, Who knowing the judge: 
4 ment of God againſt theſe which dee ſuch things, yet 
© ave them. ' 
4 DoF. uu that edt yon Por cleare from hence, 
Tofin agtinſ T ag ve, cither in omittin 
the gchar good duties which we know: we ought ro: pen. 
bo forme, or committing of ſinnes we know: wee 
"» * —"_a ought not to doe, & the higheſt Pom of 
Gafulncfle. 

L put both in both finges 0" (png 
miſkon.:; for ſo,the nas fe kpohorg 
ars faxed fox here, arc of beetifies,! wok 

ing, or worſhipping God, as well a8 ey ho 

anto a lye;,&;c. to omit. prayer , when 

canſcicnces tell you,youk Yr PABiag hes 
holy diſcourſe, cxaminingiths heart, when-you 
know yau. ought to doe them, areas well fignes 
againſt knowledge, as to telF4" lie againſt your 
kgawledge , or 48.10 teole 206; far{weare:, or 


murder, 


hb "Tal 


murder, or be drunke, &c, 

Now when I fay, it is an aggravationto theſe 
ſinnes ; my meaning is this : That take any finne 
thouthinkeſt moſt groſſe, and view it barely in 
the at ofir, put the atnakedly in the one ſcale, 
be it a ſinne of uncleannefle, or drunkenneſle ; 
and then put this circumſtance which was added 
tO 1t in the other ſcale, that before and when 
thou diddeſt it, thou kteweſt it to be a finne, this 
alone weighs as much, yea more thanthe ſinneit 
{c|fe doth : that as ic is faid of Herod, that he 49. 
ded thus to all bus other finnes, that he cuff Ivhn in 
priſon, whotold him of his Herodi«s, atid fo is 
made as much asall his former ſinnes :-fo is this 
brought m here, that in and unto all cheit unrigh- 
tcoulneſſe,» this was added,” thry with-beld ho, 
1rwth, the light of their conſciences (which is as 
a Prophet from God) they did imprifor: 7 «8. 
righteouſneſſe,ver.18, Andtherefore whert Da- 
wel would cotivince Balfhet.2ar of his deferyed- 
neſſeto loſe his Kingdome, and that he was not 
- able to hold weight in the ballawte, Dans. 22, 
what puts he into the other ſcatc againſt him'to 
weigh him up, and roſhew he was #09 lzght, ver. 
21,222 hetells him how his father knew the God 
of heaven, and how that his knowledge coft him 
ſeven yodares the learning among wild beaſts, arid 
1hoy (fayes he') his ſowne tonwef all this, and ye: 
didft not hamble uy ee. Here is theaggravation 
weighs downeall : he knew the God of heaven 
againſt whom he ſinned, and that judgernent on 
bis Father for his ptide zand then withall 4 
\ F2 m, 


him, thatths God, in whoſe hands is thy breath,and 

all thy wayes, thou haſt wet: gterified. TIname this 

place among:many others; becauſe itis parallel 

with this in the text. Ile name no more, but give 
reaſons and demonſtrations for it. 
- "Firſt, Dewonſt# ations. 

The greatneſſe, of this kind of finning might 
many wayes be made'appeare x we will demon- 
ſtrate itonely; by comparing.it with other kinds 
of finnings. | 

Tofiane, thoughout of /ormple ignorance; when 

E-, that ignorance is but the cauſa five qu4now of fin. 
> ning, that is, ſo asif a man had knowneit a'ſinne, 
8 | Far not done it, doth not yet make the fat nor 
to be a fipne,though, it leſſencth it... For Zute 1 2. 
48, Hethat didnot know his Maſters will, was bea- 
tex, when the ono committed was worthy of 
ſripes,though he did nat know ſo much, becauſe 
the tifing deſerves it. Andthe reaſonis; becauſe 
the Law being once promulged, as r.'touddem 
it was, and put irito his heart, as the'common ark 
of mankinde ;, though the tables be loſt; yer. our 
OIInee doth-notimaketheLaw of nonegffect. 

or the Law. of nature for [ever binds, thatiis; all 
that was writtenin w£dams heart, becaufeir was 
thereby then publiſhed in.him,and to him forus; 
-..- But poſitive lawes, as-I; may call them, as to. be- 
8 leevein Chriſh, &c, anew delivercd, bind notybut 


"I wherethey-are publiſhr. 72ſiah rent his clothes; 
P / whenthe booke ofthe Law wes found, becauſe . 
"8 the ordinances werenot kept; although they had 
28A gotknowne the hy” 


ardinſt knowledgs." 
they ought to have knowne. it, therefore for all 
theirignorance, he feared wrath wayld come pp- 
on all Iſract. Soralfo Lev 5. 17. [ſaaes-of igho- 
rance were to beſacrificed for : yet however, it 
kfleneth the (in, therefore he ſhall be beaten with 
few ſtripes. . | 
nd ſure, if ignorance leſſeneth'them;, know- 
ledge aggravates ;for camrariorum tadim'eft ra- 
ti0-; therefore he:that knowes, ſhall be beatty with 
many ſtripes. Yeaſuch difference'is there,” that 
God 1s ſaid'to winkatiins of ignorance; As 17. 
30.The tie of this ignorance God winks a3.Whiles 
they had noknowledge ; God tooke no notice : 
ye and he abates ſomething for ſuch finnes, be. 
cauſe the. creature hath\a «oake, hath fomething 
toſay forits ſelfe;;(as Chriſt ſayes,Yobwy 251) 
but when againtknowledge,thcy haveno cloak. 
Yeafarther, Chriſt :makes a ſinne of ignorance to 
be ze ine; incompariſon: Sothere, if 1 had not 
kenand done thoſe workes never' man'did,' they 
ad had[[ni fone. J (That is)noreimcompatifon, 
bat wow they haue ne cloak , no ſhelter to award How much 
the ſtripes, or. plea toabate of them. ——_ _ 
And tyou may ſee rhe ground-of rhis vaſt cranſcen: ſins 
difference berweene ſinnesof ignorance} and a- vf ignorance, 
gainſt knowledge, conſider firſt, thatifamanſfin ,, ,_ *.. 
Popper the _ _ out of # _ meer. range thaw 
1j,-theremiay be aſuppoſition, that:if hee had my be aſup- * 
knowne here fentty' 1 have done 1t ;- and that dey enl 
. as ſooneashedothknow.it; he would orimighe alan 
AVe Gone 1 


repent of it, .S9:1-Ciy.3:8.- If they had knowne_>, ave ioneit 


ibey bad 194 enucified thei Lord of Eltry, The! like theſe, 
arvoGnd F; ſaics. 
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ſayes Chriſt of Tyre,"S;dex, and Gomorrha, that if 
the ſame things had beent done tn them, they wou 
have repented;| But now when a'man knowes it 
afore, and alſo confiders'it inthe very commir- 
tingit,20d yet doth it;then there is no roome for 
ſuch a ſuppoſition, and leſſe hope. : For: what 
isit that {houlg xeduce this: man to repearanice : 
is itnot-his knowledge £now-if that had no'po- 
wer to keepe him from his finne, then it may be 
judged, that it will notbe of forcetobring him to 
repentance for.it 3 for by ſinaing)the heart is 
made morchard, and the: dgc andthe avi- 
thority of it weakhed and leffencd, as all power 
is,whencontemned and refiſted, Rem, r. 21. their 
fooliſh heart becomis darker. <Aviftorte bimſelfe 
hath a touch. of chis notion )in'the rd of his 
Ethicks,that if a man finne out of iguor4xce,when 
heknowes it, hezepents of it 3. if our of paſſion, 
whenthe pathon is over, he-is/forry. for-what he 
hath done::butwhend man {innes deliberately: 
and out of knowledge; itis © ligne he is fixed and 
{etin miſchicfe; and rhereforc ir is counted wic. 
kedneſſe and malice; And:hence itis, that thoſe 
| nf gras, red on ood 
light; of {zving grace, Heb.6.,4.,5. 
. Reb ao.. If they ſinne' witfully afterfuch alknow- 
ledge ofthetruch, God lookes on thern, as thoſe 
that will|neyer repent-And therefore likewiſe 
| gi 's 49 thereaſorrwhy the De- 
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cayſe: of their fall knowled 


they ſinne with ; 
tlcy knowall inghe'fall tan 


jt may be 
knowne, 


39 


knowne , and” yet [goe'on, .. 

Secondly,/the vaſtdifftetence thatin'Gods ac 2 
count is put betweene ſinves of knowledge, and of The vill difle- 
ignerance , will appeare by the different reſpedt them , cppegal 
and regard that God hath to them, inthe reperi. in the _repen= 
tance he requires and accepts forthemi z; and that Es 
both in the acts of repentance, and alſo'm the A genefall re- 
Rateof grace and repentance, upon which God _— 
IE man , or for wantof which he rejeQeth' or the oher. 

im. F120 | 

Firſt, when a man comes to-perfarnie the acts 
of repentance, andtohumble himſetfe for ſinne. 
and toturne fromir, God exaAeth not,” that ſins 
of ignorance ſhould particufarly- berepented of, 

Butifrhey be repented of burit the general;& ite 
the lampe, be'they never {& great; God accepts 
% This is intimated Fſal. 19.72. * can 0 
and his erroun ?f cleanſe me from my ſecret finmes - 
that was confeton i io lldes of know. 
ledge muſthe particularly repented of, 'and con- 
feſſed, and thatagtine andagaine, as Davidwas 
forced to doe for his murder and adutrery, or a 
man ſhall never haycpardon. Yeafarther, grea- 
ter difference will appeare, in regard'of the ftate 
6fgrace ind repentance : for a man may lye in a 
finnehe doth not know'to'be a ſinne; and yerbe 
inthe ſtate of Erace, as the Patriarehs in Poliga- 
»e,and indivorcing their wives : but to ye 77 4 
fine of knowledge, is not compatible with grace : 
but nnlefſe a mim maintaineth 2 conſtant fight 
againſt it, hateth ir, confeſſeth it, forſaketh it, hee 
cannot have megcy. This cannot Rand with up- 
| rightneſſe 


* 


OO 


wn Foo EX= 
clude fr6 mer- 
cy, which done 
ignorancly 

leave a capacity 


' ofit, 


rightneſle of heart. A-friend may. keepe corre- 
{pondeneic with onc, hee 'ſuſpe&s-not to. be an 


enemy unto his friend; afid be true to his -fricnd- 
- ſhip notwithſtanding :/ but if hee knowes him to 


be an-enemie, hemuſt break utterly with the one, 


' if he leanes to:the other. 


'Thirdly, yet farther in the third place, ſo vaſt 
is the difference, that ſome kind of ſins commit= 
ted out of and againſt knowledge,utterly exclude 
mm mercy for time to come ; which Ops out 
of ignorance,''remained. capable of, and might 
have obtained it; as ae pon the Saints, Gif 
pheming Chrift,cc. Pauls will was as much in 
thoſe acts theguſelyes, and as hearty as thoſe that 
ſinagaiaſt the Holy:G hoſt ; for hewas mad ”= 
the Church, and 1a theſe fins, as himſclfe ayes, 
notſinning willingly berein.oncly, but being car- 
ried on with f#ry ,.as. hot-andas forward as the 
Phariſees that finnedthat finne : onely ſayes hee, 
I Tim 1143-144 it ignoramtly, therefore I 0btaj- 
ned mercie, Though it was ignorantly done, yet 
there was weed of mercie : but yet in that he did it 
out ignqrantly,. there was a, capacity and place 

or-mercie, meh otherwiſe had not beene. But 
thus to ſin sfter 4 man hath received the knowledge 
of the truth, ſhuts a man out from mercic, Heb,1o, - 
and:there. is no more ſacrifice for ſinne, for Lex ors 
I Cay,ſuch fins as theſe, thus dircly againſt rhe 
Goſpcll, when committed with knowledge. For 
finsagainſtthe Law, though againſt knowledge, 
there:was an atonement , as, appeares Levit. 6. 
fromthe x, verſe tothe:8. where hee inſtanceth 

..in 
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in n-for -- But ro perſecure the Sans 7 k. me 
Chriſts wrhys 5 ich malice; Afiet kriowledpe of it, 
there is no'mort ſacrifie#'+ mot that iniplythe fin'is 
ſopreat inthe aCtit ſelfe of petſerution', For Pall 
did-ir out of ignorance ;-but becauſt'it is ou of 
knowledge't:fo vaſt 2- Aiſererice Uoeh Lilwicay 

and- ear put f berifedlend NNN ame 


fine. « $545.91, Ave 


And iderefore indeed "to __ in the - 
laſt place, this isrhe hight - of fer aler,next 5" 
toturning _— AT Tb 


the high as 
Ting of __ cend 


ſo hig wet $\k \ man the briticl, an 


nextto into the & ane " 
HE 


bly: "And thoreforcto jj pe 
—_ OP! 


is all one)andt0\finnt # fer 


Numb, 15,26,27,+8,79330! it beil 
{cd to finning out of ignorance, -[Tugk Frae 
David did, of wHorn it is ſaid, 4 Sm, 7 that 
4 ſed tebemerds the Lord: which phraſe alſd is 
to expreſſe finges of preſinnption, ver.'31.0f 
that 15. of of Numbers ) To ſfimne,'l ſay, Ti 
ouſly, is the higheſt-ſtep : S0' in D&v/ vone 
Pſak19412,13. Forfir he prayes, "Lord keepe 
from ſe crrſ nnes; (which hemaketh finnes © ry 


rance) and then next- he prayes againſt Preſunoyrn- 
o;ſinnes, (which, as the olicon ſhewes 7 are 
finnecagainſt know! 
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cellem, | And fo the Jewes eftcenieyctheirs 3- as'in 
this ſecond: Romanes, the: 
ſhewesalſootchern; t milate thete 

Law, and their forme of hnowledge 


af 41, und appro. 
vins tha things that wn excellexs. cage wet 

e rrogrcat books. ofttie crraraees} am vers 
and all 6 enceolſoleyefor;Vori hideielinngher 
ledges Itthereforeallrend to this, this in ther <> 


greateſt mercic of allrhe reſt. | - _ 
(For ſecondiy,God harh it | 
43:the ichextiare- ide:df ricn infilltheir 


to4r:ngrhemto ſalvatien undiepe 


i, 0r revealediin/the hearth/that'as ah Hiban#Þ 
the guideof the wife in hey youth, (0 is che Law tothe 
heart.” And whercas' keafts arc rated by 2:b37 and 
bridle, God: hee: roles men byktiowiedge! And 
therefore ibrmew be wicked; roewithflahding this 
light, they muft needs fine highly, ſceing ther> is 
no other curbe forthem, as they arermen, butthis: 
if he will deale with chem as-mcn, chisis the onely 
way z and therefore if that will not doeit, iis ſup. 
poicd nothing will. 012 OHy 918 
It is k»owledge makes mentapable of fin; which 
beaſts are not; rherefore $6 more knowledge, (if 
menbe wicked withally the wore finne muſt ne: 
ceſlarily bereckonedto them': ſoas God dot not 
ſimply whar mens ations and'affeRions axe; 
but chicfly what their ktiowledge is,and'acc | 
ly judgeth men more'or" leſſe'wicked!: I may'tÞ- 
G2 luſtrate 
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ſock hintimbin dodales ow: 
Conding load, amd Ticki3 him inbiscowſesex 
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greedy of all wickednefle ;:AY 
yes he, theſe are: foaliſh of ary gens, bue 
| wil wr his anderftariding;dnd-uponthe 
fs leech ore gti /ofrheſe 
Watt eto theſeunraly 
aflecions.o reſtraine them : Atid wheai he: findes 
the guidesthemſelyes arc enlightned, and have 
knowne + #96 pf rhe: Lord, 8nd.thatthe willand the 
affcQignsz, © 
Iedg6s. yet break ill bands; thtn how fall Tpardou 
zhee 7: Thee; who art aknowing drunkard, anda 
knowinguaclean perſon,&c.ſo a5thusto fin,agera- 

wes "Rang makgth fn out! ff meaſure finfubl. 
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., Now that knowledg eeand-redſon is 2'mans ewide;” That know 
will turthcrappeare byithis:: That;even NE wr as, 
knowledge doth put an obligution, a bond, and 4tye_s an crroneous 
upon a man : which can beinno other reſpe&, bur- nmr 1 
becauſe knowledge | is appointed::to be 'a!' mans © © 
guide. Thus if a man thinkes athing (whicliisinic 
felfc common and indifferent) to bea ſinne and fore 
bidden, (as Roms. 14.4.) although the Zaw forbids 
it not, yet ro him it is uncleane, though in Chriſt it-is 
not uncleane;; that is, by the Law of yo © For, 
this his knawledge: and: judgement: of 'theth 
hath #&4ims the force of « Law - for/it propounds it 
to-humasa Law, and as from God; which recſon of 
hs, God hath appointed as his immediate gardroand 
thewitis to follow nothing that is evil, 'whichvis +: 
repreſentedtoiir, as evillz; this is the:Low of merre 
adiyreinallconditions:;. therefore if xmanſhould 
doeanaction which: is in itſelf good, ithe:thoughe 
ittobeevill, beſhould finne, and {6.2 contra, for be 
goes dgainſt-the dictate. of nature. | Sothart errope. 
9 knowledge, though againſt the Law, is a law 
to me, though not per ſe, yet per accidens.. Now 
thereforc.itto goagainſt afallc lightof conſcience 
be yct a linne; though irproves that the comman- 
dement allowes the thing was done, and: was for 
ie, then togo againſt tkerrue light ofthe Law,how 
fiofull igie't + 0 

Againe; thirdly,theknowledge of thelawbinds 5 : 
the perſon ſo much the more to obedience, by Knowledglaſe” 
how much the morc he knowes it : Qs though ic __ $. 
would be afinne, when he knowes not * tO! obedience, - 
tranſgrefſcit, yet when he knowes it, itis agreater 
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b—""Tane.. Tis true indeed , "that ronfeieace and the 
— *- . £Zeu,when they nicet;- make up but eve Law, nor 
WD. two diſtin Laws:: and therefore in fnning ageing 
8  knowhedgt, though aman doth not committwo di 
. ſin finnes, yet the knowledge of it doth adde a 
further d of finfulncflc tout: As @ Cloath is 
nn nn 
it.is q ith a ſcarlet dye ;z yetthen it a dye, 
_— given it; which is more worth than x 
loath.: and:{o+ when yon finne, not knowing'the 
La ahbtts is the ſame. for fubſtance, it would be 
if you hadknown it ; yet that knowledge dyes ir, 
b  mnakes ita ſcarlet ſinwe, as Eſay ſpeaks, farre greater 
_ and deeper in demerit than the finne it felte : and 
” Lawescomein the /of this is, becauſe: Lewis then comerobe 
> force when gu force, when they are d made known: 
j ſoas the morethcy are pro and knowne, the 
RE mbre is the forceof their binding, and ſo thegreater 
8 goile." Therefore Dew: 11. 12./ 3-8.) ſtraj- 
8 tens the cords more, the binding force of the law 
moreupontholc Jewes. conſciences,. to whom he 
attlic firſt perſonally with majeſty had promalga- 
ted it, than upen their. children, t - upon 
theirs alſo. Now ifall Gods Lawes, being made 
W-2- knowne to.daam, binde ns, and arc in force, and 
ww” this when weknow them not; then if we do know 
Is them, or might know them, they binde much 
__ "—_ the: more-c ws gar ogg rk 
obligation increaferh , r inſuing 
withir-: and: che —- now when wee 
comets know them, they are anew promulged, in 
away of a pctuliar mercic; wee having gy 
; tg 
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the knowledge of them in our fall, | 
Fourthly, when the Zow, knowne, is bow. 4: 
ken, there is the more contempe caſt 'upon the Law, There is the 
and the Zaw-giver alſo ; and ſo a higherdegree cauponiue 
of finning. And thiyetore erg o. Hethat Law. 
ſonnes out ledge, is (aid to x the Lord, 
and £9 defprjerbe ward, And there . Sawl 
« aa Sanwel ca\leth it rebeiliew : 
ugh ic war but ma ſmall thing, yet he paraltels 
witchcraft. Soalſo bag. g. they ave ſaid 
« rebel , _=_ Ry finne againſt light ; becauſe 
rebellion 5s added to difobrdience : For know- 


] 
_ d ; and makes God preſent ro'the conſci- 
« Thercfore Zew. 2. 14. iscalied awioweſſe; 
adakerefooria againſt k men are 
COIN IR face of the Loyd hreneſeife;noy 
what a gre \conterapt is that + Therefore alſs 
reve 5o;'the he ppeoncf againſt knowledge, is 
God his back : (@ as 
_ $'@ erode finning, which'ts ne 
ether 
- Fiftty,the moreknowledgt a man finnerth inſt, j- 
the hehe of the finner is diſeorered ©6 be Tn « op 
for flune, as fine. Now NE reewuls or 22 Kerr 


moreline : n | 
ber ac 100m willing i Big, — 


isan z# (et toſte rhe Lav excyontes, and - 


d and meaſure of fines. 7 
the lefſe finne : ſo much is cutoff, the leſſeths will 


cloſeth with it ; at leaſt wiſeſs much is ded ;by A 
how much theawill i ismore it-it -and yy os \s 
higheſt degree of is expreſtto ts ”Y 1 
wilingly, and this after knowledge, Heb, m_ 
oug 


aeriverion of ſaming 
th an 54 aan man commits the aQ aw: 
= when Paul perſecutedthe Church, yet he 
commuts it.aot con 4c finxe,-till he harhthe 
knowledge of it : but then whenit is diſcovered ro 
be ſfinnce, andthe more clearcly it is {o.diſcovered; 
the will may beſaid to joyn with it asfinne, Theres 
forethe Apoſtle ſayes, To him that knowes 40: does 
well, and dith it nat 10 hiw'it is ſve. Tames'$1'5, 


becauſe by his knowledge the is-reprefented 
asſinne ; Ar ſo hecloſeth withitthemore, under 
thatnotion andapprehenſion.”./'; 11.: 

6 Sixtly, in {inning againſt knowledge 2A agtiahs- 


- Jn inning 2- dJemoys kiwſelfe; but when qut of igwerance- meere. 
©” Fees a man 19» (DE £49 onely doth'condemnehim.* So Row. 2, 
* condemns bin- I. A $914# having knowledge. in that wherein hee 
: 1 | fk judgeth another he condemnerk hint e-S0:Reongdn 4, 
"> Now as {elf-murder is the higheſ degree of mor. 
der, and-an aggravationof it ;:{0 ſe elf. condemning 
muſt needs be reckoned. Gad-togko-itas-agrear 
advantage. over-himchathid histatent ithatour of 
thine tyne quenth 1 will condone vhee; t ——_ 
ervant. 
lags han- , \ThedoRrine beingthus proved, Firſt, Imill ex 
; Plaincy whe it «10fon againſt knowleage. . - 1 
, Secondly, l.willgiverthe egg" vtion oft, 
- Jedge. - Thirdly;\I with give-ywles: to. we e. ſinnes of 
Wo 5 "= by, and.the hf AA them\in ray 


V1 , the uſcofatl.. ' | | | 
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The firft diſtintion. Thar it is one thing to 
ſinne with knowledge, another thing againſt know- 
ledge. 

There are many finnes doe paſſe from a man 
with his knowledge, which yct arc not againſt know- 
ledge. This is to be obſerved for the remoyall ofa 
ſcruple which may ariſe in ſome that are godly, 
who elſe may be wounded with this dodrine 
through a miſtake. 

A regenerate man'is, and muſt needs be ſuppoſed 
guilty of more knowne ſinnes, than an wnregenerate 
man: and yet he commits fewer 4g4inft knowledge, 
than he, 

Firſt, I ſay, hee is guilty of more knowne ſinnts : 
For he takes notice of every {1nfull diſpofition that 
is ſtirring in him, every by-cnd, every contraricty 
unto holinefſe, deadneſſe to duty, reluancic to 
ſpiriruall duties : and when regenerated, beginneth 
to ſee and know morecvill by himſelfe, than ever 
he did before : he ſees asthe Apoſtle ſayes of him. 
ſelfe, Rom.7.10. all concupiſcence : and the holier a 
man is, the more he diſcernes and knowes his figs : 
Soſayesthe Apoftle, Rom. 7. 18. I know that in me 
dwels no good thing. And wer. 21. 1 finde when 1 
would doe good, evill is preſent with me.” And 23.1 
ſee another law. All theſe, he fayes, he perceived 
and found daily in himſelfe : and the more holy 
| that he grew, the more he ſaw them. For the pu- 
rer and clearer the light of Gods Spirit ſhines in a 
man, the morefinnes he knowes: he will ſee luſts 
ſteaming up, flying in his heart, like moates inthe 
ſun, or ſparkes out of a furnace, which elſe he had 
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 notſcene: the clearer the ſun-beame is which is 
ler into the heart, the more thou wilt ſeethema. 
Bur yet inthe ſecond place, Tadde, that never- 
theleſſc heſmnes leſſe againſt knowledge : For then 
wee are properly ſaid to aogiah knowledge, 
when wee doc take the fulfilling of @ Juſt, or the 
prefocrgpcs of an eutward acion, adutic, or the 
like, into deliberation and confideration, and con- 
fider motives againſt the finne, or to the dutie, and 
yetcommit rhat finne, yeeld to it, and nouriſh that 
Jud, and omit thatdutie : Here now we ſinne tive 
boa” {yg knowledge, but againſt knowledge : be- 
caule knowledge itept in, and oppoſed us init, 
comes to interrupt'and prevent us : but now in 
thoſe failings in dutic, and Kirriog of Juſts inthe re- 
generate atore mentioned, the caſe is otherwiſe: 
they arc committed indeed with knowledge, but 
not againſt it ; For itis not in the power of know- 
ledgetopreventthemsz for rows primo primy non 
caaunt ſub libertatem ; but yet though ſuch ſinncs 
will ariſe againeandagaiae,yet fayes2 good hearr, 
they muſt ugt think 10 paſſe uncontrouled and unſeenc : 
Therctorc. let not poore {aules miſtake me; as if T 
meant, throughout this diſcourſe, of all fins which 
s are knowne to be finnes, but I mcane fach finnes 
Eo as are committed againſt knowledge : that is, when 
Z knowledge comes and examines a finne, inorbe- 
forcthe. committing of it,briags it to theLaw,con- 
teſts againſt it, condemnes it, and yeta man appro- 
veth it, and conſenteth to it 5 when a dutic and a | 
finne are brought before knowledge, as 'Birrabes | 
and Chrift ator, Pilate, and thy knowledge doth 
SURE. 
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* arent bnadledge; $3 3 
againe and agaitie tell thee ſuch a fiance is 4 great 
ſinne, and ought to becrucificd, 2nd yer rhofh cry- 
cft,lct it goe ; and fo forthe diny, ittols thee again 
and againe it ought to be fabmitred unto, ari yet 
thou omitteſt it, arid commmitereſt the ſin, chovfeſt 
Barr abas rather than Chriſf, thee are finnes nos 
knowledge: now ſuch fins againſt knowledg break 
amans peace, and the more cqtilideration before 
had, themorethe peace is broken. 

The ſecond diſtinion is, that men ſinne agairift 2. Diſtin&ion, 


knowledg, either dire&ly,or collaterally:objettively, _ a 
or circumſtantialty. : ther obeS;neh, 


- Firſt directly : when knowledge it ſclfe is the * cromfest 
thing menabuſe, or fight againſt, becommeth the "erg 
object, the terminas, the butt 4nd mark ſhot at ; this wharic is 
is tofin dircMy againſt knowledge it ſelfe. fin direftly a» 

Theſecond way, colaterally,is, whenktowledge pe: ny: 
is but a circumftaxee in our ſinnes: fo asthe pleaſure —— | 
of ſome finne(weknow to be a fin) isthe thing ai- Whazeo fine 2 
medatz& that out knowledge ſteps but inbetween 325 know 
to hinder us in it, and we commit it notwithftan. ke Fur gay bk 
ding;/though we doe know it ; here knowledge is in- 
deed finned againſt, yet but collaterally and as a ſtan- 
derby, but asa circumftanceonely,ſhot at per atre- 
dens,concomitanter, arid by the by,as one that ſteps 
into part a fray is ſmitten, for labouring to hinder 
them 1n their firi, as the Sodomites quarrelled with 
Lot : they arc both found in this Chapter, and 
therefore come ficly within the compaſſe of this 


diſcourſe. This diftin&2 © 


Firft , This colaterall kinde of finning againſt K—— 4 


knowledge is mentionedin the 21, verſe, where he Chapeer. 
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Me Arc, many : Iwill reduce' the chicfe heads of them 


x: Inregudof , . Firſt, in regardofour ſelves, five waycs we may 
Loſers ire" thus fin againſtknowledge.it ſelfe. 


war finne-: as firſt, to plotand contrive a-ſin, as Indas 
;to plotted to betray his Maſter, if hee could conven. 
in, ently ;.{o the text ſayes, Mark 14.11: hee would 
; plorend doe. it wilcly.: and. thus thoſe that-came to-intrap 
_— contrive bane. Chriſt with moſt.cupning q»eſt+9»s, did finne, and 
” z. Tocotour thoſe whoplot 2gainſt the juſt, as Pſal. 37. 12." 


by prezence qmen of knowledge, ſunt ad mexdaciapotentiores & 


- wfetheirknow- 
of religion ]ye, yet often tell truth erc they are aware. 


ſaics, They knew God, yet they glorified him not : 
there knowledge. is made but a circumſtance of 
their finning; they ſinned gaink it but collaterally, 
But then that other kind of finning direRly againſt 
knowledge, ismentioned ver. 28. They liked not to 
retaing God in their knowledge : that is, they hated 
this knowledgeit ſclfc,ſo as now they. did not one- 
ly lovefin, they knew to be fin, but alſo they loved 
notthe knowledge of it z ſo that becauſe both are 
thus clearly inſtanced in, wee will ſpcake of both 
. more largely: 

* Now ſinnes diref#ly againſt knowledge it (elfe 


into two bratches: 


Firſft;in regard of our ſelves. 
Secondly, in regard fees 


Firſt, when weabuſe, knowledge to- helpe usto 


Soſccondly , when men uſe their wiſedoms: to 
tellacunning lye, to cover a-fin ; as Plate ſayes, 


apientiores : whereas fooles, though they would 
But alſo.thirdly, when they abuſe morallknow- 


ledge, which yet, as CAriſtorle ſaycs, is leaſtapt 
ro 
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to be (I am ſure ſhould leaſt be) abuſed, ſo as to 

make a ſhew of good pretences to cover their fins, 

and difſemble them; not onely by finding out ſome 

cunning artificiall colour, as Daviddid inthe mat- 

ter of Yriah— Chance of warre (ſayes he) falls to 

all alike : but when men are ſo impudently hypo. 

criticall, as to make uſe of religious pretexts, (as 

the Devill ſometimes doth)as Sas, whopretends 

to Samuel, I have done the will of the Loxd : and Y 

when Samuel told him of the cattell, oh, ſayes he, 

they are for a ſacrifice ; when God had exprefly 

commanded to kill themall, But this ſhifr ſhifted 

him' out of his Kingdome, Same! pronounceth 

hima rebell in it, Rebellion is ſinne againſt knowledge, 

therefore he knewit. Thus alſo 7ezavel coloured 

over the ſtoning of Nabeth withaſolemne faſt. So 

Ind fiſheth for money witha charitable pretence, 

This might have beent ſold, and given to the pore. 

In ſins againſt knowledge, uſually the mind inde- 

vours'to find outa colour, and that provokes God 8 

more than the'finne, becauſe we goc aboutto mock 

him. We ſee men cannot endurea ſhift,much lefſe 

the All-knowing God, not to be mocked : and we 

ſee itis hard to convince ſuch an one. David was 

faine tobe broughtto the rack, cre he would con- 

feſſe, when he had a ſhift; and men doe ſeeke ſuch 

ſhifts onely in caſe of finning againſt conſcience : : 

for elſe therewereno need, they would be ſure to WtS... 

plead ignorance, as Abimelech did. negleR to | | 
Secondly,when men neglec the getting and ob- knowledge thas ' |; 

taining of k»owledge,which knowledge might keep 78% refrs 

& hinder them fro finoing, and might make them gnniog fe. © 
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*”- expertinduties. This is as muchas to fin againſt 

knowledge, although the fins be committed out of 
ignorance: yetthat ignorance being through their 
owne default, itcomesall roone: when it may be 
ſaidof men, as the Apoſtle doth of the Hebrewes, 
Chap.5.12. That for thetime they have had1o learn, 
they might bave beene teachers ;, they had yet need be 
taught againe the firſt principles. If a man had an 
Apprentice, who through negligence and want of 
heeding, and obſerving what hee daily ſees and 
hearesabout his trade, might have got for his time 
much knowledge in his trade , whereby he might 
have ſaved his maſter much , which hee now hath 
loſt him; and rid-and perfected much worke, hee 
daily ſpoiles him; ſuch carcleſle bleckiſh ignorance 
itis juſt for his maſter to:corred himfor, and to 
charge on himallthat waſte and loſfe, becauſe he 
might have knowne how te have done better. And 
therefore even they who thought ignorance in it 
ſelfe no fin(whereinthey bowesl7 on thenegleR of 
knowledgenponthis veryg ,they thoughe a 
great finne, and that itwould be ſo farre from ex- 
cuſing firines, as that itwould aggravate them. So 
here weſce theſe Gentiles ſhall not onely be rec- 
Loned with for the aGtuall knowledge, they had 
attained co, and finned againſt ; but alſo for what 
they might have had, and have picked out of the 
cfcatutes, For ſo the Apoſtle brings inthis here in 
the 20.verſe, that the power of God being cleerly 
ſceninthe creatures, the negleding to [pell and 
rcade it, ſformch kowledy asthey might have got, 
God will reckontothem,. and aggravate theirfins 

| | Thirdly, 
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refuſcknowledge, that thoy may finne the 'more 
freely ; and doc ſtopthe care, left they ſhould be 


Thirdly, which is yet much worſc, when'men ' 2 
When men re. © 

fuſe knowl-:dge 

thar they may 


a 


charmed : As when menare loath, and afraid, and fn more trecly. 


darc net reade ſuch a booke as diſcovers, or might 
diſcover that truth to them, the ſubmiſſion to 
which would prejudice them , and this to the end 
thatthey may plead ignorance of their ſinne. Thus 
alſo thoſe that aſſcnt not to_truth when it comes in 
ftrongly them, but ſeek to evade it. But x Cor, 
«a4. 38. whenthe _ had cleerely diſcovered 
the truth in thoſe things controverted , ſo as who 
ever was ſþirituall,or not fully blind, might ſce, and 
would acknowledge the truth : then he ſhuts up his 
diſcourſeabout them, ver. 27. If any be ignorant, 
let him be ignorant : for it is wiltull, ﬆ « affeited; 
heeſpeakes it, as elſewhere, Revel. laſt, itis ſaid, 
He dai wjnſt, let bim be unjuſt fill : that is, hee 
that will be unjuſt, aad refuſeth toturne, let him 
gee on. This isa great finne, for God, you ſee, 
eives fuch a man over : one thatis but neglefull, 
or dull of capacity, God will take paines with him, 
to teach him, and beare with him, as Chriſt did 
with his Diſciples : but if he be wilfully ignorant, 
he lets him die in his ignorance, and yet will rec- 
konwith him, as if all his finnes had beene com- 
mitted againſt knowledge , becauſe hee refuſed to 
know, 

Thefourth is to hate the light, and toendevour 
to extinguiſh ir. This is yet much worſe, when 
menhate the Word, and the Miniſters off , the 


light, and ro 

endeyour to 4 
examples of Gods people, and the light they _ extinguiſhirs © > 
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—with them (they ſhining a lights in 4 crotked gene- 


ration,;Phil.2.15 .and yet they hate theſe,as theeves 
doca torch in the night, and fly again the light,as 
batrs doe, and as the ewes did, Tohn 3.20.) This 
Chriſt ſayes is the great condemning | of all o- 
thers. So theſe Gemtiles put Socrates to death for 
reproving them. And thus men finne alſo, when 
they labour to extinguiſh the light in their owne 
conſciences , and like not to retaine God in their 
knowledge, verſe 28. but would ſtudie theart of for. 
gerfulneſſe: When men have put the candle our, 
and drawnethe curtaines, that they may finne, and 
ſleepe in fin more freely and ſecurely. Thusthoſe 
alſo fin ina higher meaſure, who have had aclcare 
conviction, that they ought to be thus ſtrict, and 
ought to ſanRific the Lords day, and pray private- 
ly, but now have loſt this light, and think they 
necd not be ſo ſtrit: when men continne not in 
what they were once Ch wredof,as the Apoſtle f nr 
2 Tim. 3. 14. theſe finne againſt their knowledge, 
and are the worſt of ſuch finners : and this cftate 
Ariſtotle himſelfe makes tatum maligni, the tate 
of a wicked one, namely, when the ſparkes of light 
are extinguiſht or hated. For when any mans light 
& loſt and twrned into darkneſſe by finning, then, as 
Chriſt ſayes, how great « that darkneſſe ? When 
good lawesare not onely not enacted and embra« 
ced, but repealed alſo, (itis LOT ſimllitude, 
todiſtinguiſh an incontinent perſon, and a wicked 
man) this is an high kind of finning : $0 of theſe 
Gentiles it is ſaid, #heir fooliſh heart was darkned ; 


they had cxtinguiſht ſome ofthat light God gave 


them, 
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then. . As ſome drink away their wits, ſo ſome ſin 
away their conſciences ; and thus by degrees, they 
firſt ſinne away the light of the word they had, as 
they in Tude, who were religious once, and then 
they quench even thart little ſparke of nature that 
is left, Alſo verſe 10. corrupting themſelves in 
what they know naturally. 

Fiftly, Men finne againſt knowledge yet worle, 
whenthey hold opinion againſt their knowledge. 
So many are ſaid todoe, in 1 Tim.4. 2. he forctels 
they ſhould ſpeake lyes in Hypocriſie , and invent 
lyesthat ſhould have a pretence of holinefſe;which 
they know to be a lye, or cle they ſhould not be 
ſaid to ſpeake lyes in hypocriſie ; but they doe itto 
maintaine their honour and greatneſſe, which muſt 
downe, if their dodrine prove falſe : and though 
many aregivenup tobeleeve their lyes,2 Theſ.2.11, 
as a puniſhment of their not loving the truth ; yet 
others of them ſhall know they are lies, and yet 
vent them for truths. Thus when men faſhion their 
opinion to the times and wayes of preferment, and 
their dependances on Great ones; or to maintaine 
and uphold a faQion, or out of pride, having broa- 
chedan error, maintaineit, though the pulling out 
that one tile doth untile all the houſe. Theſeare the 
two cauſes given of perverting thetruth, 1 Tim.6. 
4,5- namely, pride and covetouſneſſe, and ſuppoſing 
gaine $odtneſſe, and ſo faſhioning their religion 
accordingly : when men are K»:ghts of the poſt, 
that will write or ſpeak any thing, whereby they 
way get gaine and preferment, 


Secondly, 


I 


F 
When men 
hold opinions 
2gainſt their 
conl(cicnces. 
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” 2Meatnde * dly, men ſinagainſkaghvIcdge in regard. 


þ penige: ry he Apolile indeed £ 
* . if in reſet Fir Conc it:the 
Y "I h a certoe ale, Ha > knowledge ph +l 6. 
2 . thy ſelfe, He es it aF opinions, or prattices a- 
<Arxcimggy bout Ho ens which might ſcandalize. 
- the weake ; bur if thou haſt knowledge , which 
|. ' _  mayedifietby brother, thou oughneſt ro commu. 
©® nicatcit. Socrates, knowing there was but one God, 
ſaid,in his Apologie for his life,thatif they would 
| pive him life, upon condition to keep that truth to 
imſelfe, and not to teach itto others, hee would 
not accept life upon ſuch a condition : and Ire. 
member he cxpreſſcth his reſalutiov in words ve- 
ry nigh the ſame words the eApeſiles uled, 45 
4.20. whether it be better to obey God than men, 
nudge you; and, we canundt but teach the things wee 
have Land and (cene, (ayes Chiiſt: for knowledge 
isa thing will boyle within amanfor vent,and can- 
not be impriſoned : 1t.is light, and the end why 
ht was made, wasto be {et up togive light, And 
-htift argues from an apparcat abſurdity to put a 
light under a buſhel}, Bs 4 may give light to all 
the houſe ; Haſt thou knowledge of God and of 
his wayes, thou canſt not but ſpeake (if withall 
thou haſt but a good heart) to-all inthe familic, to 
hy wif in thy boſome, &c. God took ir forgran- 
I that 4br4ham would tcach his children what 
=" x ſhould know from him : The ſame difpoſitionis 
* Men endevour th allthe childrenof Abraham. | 
Mew . *Secondly, when men cadcavour te f 


hes, © knowledge: Asthe Phariſces, they kept the keyes of 
_ 5:04 £0020 28 it 


axdinſt knowledyy, 

# in their hands, andwould not. open the treaſures 
of it themſelyes, nor-lcr others doe it neither, So 
they (LA4#s 4.16.) conld ner deny but a great mira- 
cle was doneby the Apoſtles Cay themſclves) bat 
that it fpread no further, let us threaten them, and 
charge them, that they ſpeake no more in hu name. 
And thisthey did againſttheir conſciences by their 
owne profeflion, we cannet deny it : as if they had 
{a1d, if wee could we would, but it was too tmani- 
teſt it was the truth. So when Maſters keep their 
ſervants from the meanes of knowledge, they ate 
thus guilty. 

Thirdly , when wee would make others finne 3 
againſt their conſciences. The Phariſes, when the un —_ | 
blind man would not ſay as they ſaid,they caft him others Gnne a» -- 
out ; they would have had him fay that Chriſt was _ 
4 ſinner, when through the ſmall lighthe had, hee 540g, 
judged itevident cnough, that a finner ſhould not | 
doe ſuch a miracle, as was never done fince the 
world began. And ſo 7ez«be/made the Judges,and 
witneſſes finne againſt conſcience in acc Na- 
both : and ſo ſome of the Gentiles,that would hold 
correſpondencic with the Jewes, would have con- 
ſtrained the Galathians to be circuraciſed, Ga1.6, 

12. Thoſe that knew that circumcifion was to be 
aboliſht, yet they would perſwade them to it by a 

clubb argument , drawn from avoiding perſecurt- 

on, not from evidence of the Truth, or by reaſons 

that might convince them, and their confſciences: 

therforc he ſayes, they conftrained the. Theperſwa- 3 
ders might indeed gory, as having their cauſe and A 
ſide ftrengthencd , butthey wanne little _— to 64 

I 2 their 
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- acdceollatcrally . ; ; ' 
_ or circumſtan- $90dum circumiantie (that I may ſo expreſſe. tt) 
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”  aJacontinuing Or, ,. 
in ancſtace of 


 "\Gnning azainſt 


their cauſe by it ; for as the perſwadersarguments 
were ſuited to ficſh, ſo the others yeelding was out 
of fcſh,and ſo they glory in your fleſh and weakneſle, 
ſayes he ; as. the Papiſts urged Cranmer,, not by 
arguments, but threats and promiſes to recant ; 
this is the greateſt cruelty in theworld, to haye a 
man murder himſclfe, ſtab his conſcience, To 
offend a weak conſcience is 8 finne, if but paſſively, 
whenthou doſt ſomething before his face, which 
his conſcience is againſt : but if thoumakeſt him 
wound his own conſcience, and to doe an athim- 
ſelfe, which his owne conſcience is againſt, it is 
much worſe : asif thou beeſta Maſter, and haſt a 


ſervant who pleadeth ogſionts that hee cannot 


lyc for thy advantage inthy ſhop, or who will nor 

oc unlawfull bufincſſes on the Sabbath day, and 
Pleags conſcience, wilt thou ſmire him and whip 

im? Ged will fonite thee, thau whited wall. How 
dareſt thou ſmite him, and ſo cauſe him to doe that 
for which God will whip him worſer 2 Shew mer. 
cy tothoſc.underyou, enforme their conſciences, 
wiing them not,you may hap to break the wards-if 


you doe. 


Now for ſinnes committed collaterally, or per 


againſt knowledge, they aredone cither when par- 
ticularacs of finneare committed, and dutics omit- 


| \x:Bikeriopar: ted, againſt light and knowledge ; and fo the 


Saints may anddoe often finne againſt knowledge. 


.- Secondly, in regard of a knowne eſtate of ſinne, 
and impenitcncie perſiſted in 3 when men continue, 
| and 


drainſt knowledge.” * | 61 


at. — 


and goe on inſucha ſtateagainſt conviction of con- 
ſcience, thatſuchis theireftates. 

For the firſt, becaufe particular atsot ſin com- Particular ir- 
mitted againſt knowledge arc infinite , and there {i12c*s being 
will beno end of inſtancing in particulars, there- A gittinQion 
fore I will not inſiſt : Onely in bfiefethis diftinRi. is gren concer. 
on concerning ſuch as may be obſerved; and the > _ 
obſervation of it may be uſefull : That ſeme as 
of linnes againſt — are meerely tranſient : 
thatis, are done and ended at onee. And:though 
the guilt of them is eternall, yet the extent of the 
aQ is finiſhed with the committing it, and reacheth 
no further : as a vaine oath, breach of the Sabbath, r. Some ones 
&c, whichacts cannot be repealed, though they =*cvankenr, © 
may be repented of. But others there are, whic 
though the a& may be but once outwardly and 
profeſſedly done, ycthave an habituall and conti- , $,we mare © 
nued permanency, life, & ſubſiſtence given it, ſuch permanent and *? 
as that untill a mandoth-recall them , hee may be —— 3 
faid continually to.renew thoſe ads, and every day pur onee come; 
to be guilty of them, and to maintaincit;and ſo ha. mitted. 
bitually ro comit them. As it is with Laws, which 
though made but once , are yet continued acts of 
the State, whileſt they ſtand-in force unrepealed:ſo 
isitin ſome fins. For inſtance, when a man doth 
take goods from hisneighbour unjuſtly, the ain. 
deed is done butonce :. but till hee reſtores them, 
he may be ſaid to fteale them ; w_ day, every 
houre, he continuesto doe it habitually ; Soa man 
having ſubſcribed to falſhood, or recanted the | 
truth publiquely, the at, though done bur once, -24 
yet untill a retraRation be ſome wayes made, hee - | 
I3 continues 


continuesthat a; and ſo is daily anew guilty of it.- 

m1 Soifa man ſhould marry pgs re donke] 

_ (as Herod did) though thar 

fiafull a& of eſpouſals, whereby - they centred into 

it, was ſaon ditpatche;yer;tilla divorce, he lives in 

2-contiquallfin:And ſuch acts (of this latter ſort I 

meanc) againſt knowledge are moſt dangerous to 

commaitzt cto continue thus in them, though 

but once commirted, hazards a mans cftate ; and 

therefore menfind, when. they cometo repeat, the 

ſnare, and trouble, and difficulty inſuch 

of fins ; to cxtricate themſelves out of them 
by a mectandtruc repentance. 

Butas concerning the firſt branch of this diſtin. 
Riion, namely an” mana as committed againſt 
knowledge ; befides this laſt diſtinion briefly 
touched ; I will anon give you ſevcrall aggrava. 
tions and rules whereby to meaſure the finfulnefſe 
that is in fuch acts ſo committed : bur-in the meane 
time the ſecond branch of this former diſtintion 
muſt be infiſtedupon, and therefore I will bring in 
theſcaggravations and-rules which concerne par. 
ticular ads, as diftin heads, after I have briefly 
to this other, which is, That 
” 5.Gcoingonia Sccondly, thofc finne againſt knowledge, who 
> afſinfulletx< oge.0n in ancſtate of finand impenitencic, which 
4 +" k0n- theyknow to bedamnable : As Phayaob, Exod: 9. 
It 27. whoconfeſt thathe and his people were wic- 
ql ked, and yet hardned himſelfe in finne moſt dange- 
Yo rouſly : and yetthree forts of men may apparently 
> Three forrs of BE COMvanced thusto fig, 
© men thus Fo: Furſt, thoſethatkeep out, and with-draw _—_ 
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felves from Chriſt and his wayes, and 

the feare of his name;out of ſhame dr ſears of man, S1Þ.a for 

or lofle of prefermenr , Or the like wortdly ends, for wa to pro- 

when yerthey are convincedthat they arc Gods file Chrift and 

waycs, and ought to beprofefſed bytherh, T doe jc know ts 

not ſay; that all, who dee notcometinto profeſfe be ſuch, 

Chriſt,andthat doe not:joyne themſelves with his 

people, that they goe on againſt knowledge; 'for 

many arc ignorant, and miſtaken about them : bur 

whenmen are convinced ofthe truth, and neceffity 

of profcfiing and confefing of irevent wto ſalvition; 

(as the Apoltle ſpeaks, Row, 10)and yet out of fear, 

or ſhame, keep ftill on the other fide, drawing 'in 

their hornes all together. Theſegoe oninan eNete 

of im _—_— againſt knowledg; for putall theſe 

together, and ic muſt needs appeare'to beſo: - as 

Firſt, when - are convinced that this is the 

eruth, and that falyation and the power of religion 

is onely to be found in fach wayes and men : and 

Secondly, that theſe are to be practiced and pro- 

fefſed, and yet Thirdly, out of ſhame, &c.-keepe 

{till atoofe off, and goe on acentrary way 3 theſe 

muſt needs:know, that t he ian cftate of 
e 


- 


unpenitencie againſt knowledge. This was' the 
e of many of the Fharifes, who therefore finned 
bighty : nn en and were convinced, that 
Chrift was the Meffiah ; and ſb then robe confeſt, 
2nd ſfollowed;andts be cleaved intomnd thenaHfo 
they: muſt needs kriow , that his followers onely 
werethe Childrew of God : Yet Toh. r2.42.1t is 
faid, thoughthey thus beteeved on him,yerthey dur 
z0t confeſſe him far feare of the- Tewes', and of the 
| : | Phariſes, 


_ 


_ themſclvyes, with / 


Phariſes, and 


being put out of the $ ynagognes, At 


f 
Chriftſhall notnced to ſcver fuch 


| fromthereft, as hee will doc the ſheepe from the 


goats; for they willingly remaine all their days 
amongſtthem, whom they know to be goats, and 
refuſe the company, and fould , and food, and 
marks of-the ſheep ; which they know to be ſuch : 
they may apologize,and make fair with the Saints, 
that their hearts are with them, but they will be 
rankt at the day of | 1.229 as here they ranked 

workers of iniquity. Of theſe 
doth the Pſalmiſt ſpeake, Thoſe that turne afide by 
their crooked wayes, them ſhall the Lord leavewith the 
workers of iniquity. 

Thoſeal{othus finne, and are to be joyned with 
theſe; who know the tearms and condition of ſal- 
vation, and how they muſt part with all for Chriſt, 
and yet will not come to the price; ſuch doe goc 
deſperately on againſt knowledge in a bad cſtate, 
and doc judge:themſelves unworthy of cternall 
life, Thus the young man in the Goſpell, he was 
told, that he wasto ſcil all, and that was the condi- 
tion, and hee. knew heaven was worth it, and was 
conviaced of the truth herein, / that thus he oughe 
to doc, for he went away ſorrowfull : now if he had 
not knowne that he went away without happineſle,, 
henceded not havebeene ſorrowfull atall ; buthe 
knew the bargaine of ſalvation was not ſtruck up, 
and likewiſe whatit ſtuck at, and yet ſtill reſted in 
his former condition, and choſe rather to enjoy his 
many. poſſeſſions': This man now went on in his 
ſtatc againſt knowledge. TEE: 

| | Secondly, 
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Secondly,as alſo thoſe whoupon the ſame or like 
ground defer their repentance, theſe go on in a bad 
eſtate, and muſt needs know they doe ſo ; for in 
that they promiſe to repent hereafter, and take up 
purpoſesro dee it, when they have gone on alittle 
while longer, toadde drunkennefſe to thirſt, they 
doc thereby profeſle that there isa work of grace, 
which they muſt attaineto, ere they can bein the 
ſtate of grace: for they would not promiſe ſo much 
hereafter , but that tt y know not how, without 
ſuch a work, they ſhould be ſaved. Whileſt there. 
fore ſuch fhall reſt without preſent endeyouring 
after it, ſo long theyare judged inthemſclyes to be 
inabadcſtatcatpreſcnt. When men know the cur« 
ſesdue to their preſent eſtate, and yer ſay as hee, 
Dewut.29. 19.1 will gee on inthe way of my heart, and 
ſhall have peace afterward. This man finnes moſt 
highly, and therefore Gods wrath ſmoakes againſt 
that men, and he ſaycs of him, that he will not be 
mercifullto him, in that place. 

Thirdly, ſfunkand broken profeſſors, ſuch can- 
not but goe on in a bad eſtate againſt knowledge, 
when either men are falne from the praQtice and 
profeſſion of what is good , which once they 
thought neceſlarie to ſalvation; or when they con- 
tinue to hold forth their profcfſion in Hypocrifte_, 
Thoſe that have eſcaped the pollntions of the world, 
through the knowledge of 1eſws Chriſt, but arc retur- 
ned to their vomit againe, ſome oftheſeare ingeni- 
ous,and acknowledge both themſelves faln,8&rheir 
preſenteſtate moſt miſerable, and yet goe onin it; 
and ſuch aretobe pittyed,but yet arc in a moſtdan- 
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gerous condition, Saul when he was fallen away, 
- yerhad this ingenuity a while lefty hee defired Sa- 

muel to pray to his God for him, and told David, 
that he was more righteous than he ; yet ſtill went - 
on in an emp and 4 the —_ ſome hayc 
th ) againſtthe Holy Ghoſt, 

þ = 21 OK there are, who drnngh they be fallen 
from all the inward, powerfull and ſecret perfor- 
mance of duties they once did praQtice, and from 
all conſcience of finning, yet retain their profeſſion 
which they know to be buran out-fide : theſe of all 
others goe on againſt knowledge : and Rev.22.15. 
they arc faid tomueke alye ; not onely to rela Hye in 
words, but to-wake a lye in deeds. Now a lye isa {in 
of all others-moſt againſt knowledge, and indecd 
_ againſt a double knowledge, both fa&#s and jury : 
& ſo isthis. x. T hattheyprofeſſe themſelves tobe 
that they know they ate not. 2, That they will 
notendevour after that ſtatethey know they ought 
to get into, ifever ſaved. This is the'condition of 
many, whobeing convinced of the power of reli- 
gion, have launched forth ire a profeſſion, and 

oyſt upſaile, but now the tyde is fallen, rhe ſpir 
withdrawne, the-conſcience of finne cxtinguiſhrin 
them.; yet fortheir credit fake it] bearetheirfails 
up as high as ever: evenas many Merchants doe, 
who oe avs inthcir qc _ faire ſhew, 

ca will ſcetne richer than ordinary, by purchaſing 
lands, &c. Sucha profeſſor was ies, Ne logs 
feriouſly, and thought to have gone to heaven, and 
was carneſt in good duties at firſt: as they alſo, 
2 Pet+2..38. they really , or wn efcaped the poliu- 
tions 
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trons of the world, through the knowledpe of Chrifh : 
but in the end 1#ds beckis a groſſe ru ex : 
that pretended the poore, when he lovedthe bag; 
| and on the ſudden betrayed his Maſter, when 

the Diſciples knew it not, ſuſpeted 7udas as little 
as themſclves; and the endofthoſe alfo, in that 
fore-named place, is ſaid to be worſe than their be. 
givning. Now becauſe ſuch ſinne ſo highly againſt 
knowledge, therefore their puniſhment is made the 
regula of all other wicked mens ; as when it is faid, 
that other ſinners ſhall have their portion with Hyps- 
crites : as the wicked Angels puniſhment is made 
the meaſure of mens : Goe ye curſed into the fire pre- 
pared for the Devill and his Angels : ſoamong men, 
{uch grofſe Hypecrites, their puniſhment is made 
the rule, and ſo the chicfe of all kind of torments, 
which ſinners of the ſonnes of men ſhall under- 
goe. 


Now let mee ſpeake a word to all ſuch as thus Applicaion. 


g0 on ina ſtate of impenitencie againſt knowledge : 
this is a high kinde of finning , and of all the 
moſt deſperate, and doth argue moye hardneſſe of 
heart, and dcſþiſing the riches of Gods goodneſſe. For 
if , as inthe Row. 2.4. to go 0n in finne, whena mart 
[ knowes not, that is, conſiders not that Gods mercy 
leads him to repentance, is made the ſigne and effet? f 
4 very hard heart , treaſuring up wrath,then muc 
more, when thouknoweſt and confidereſt thou art 
in an impenitent condition, and haſt many motions 
leading thee to repentance, is thy heart thento be 
accounted hard 2 Whena man commits a particu- 
lara againſt knowledge, he haply and uſuall _ 
K 2 thinks 
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thinks his eſtate may be good, and thathe-ſhall not 
loſe God utterly, or hazardthe loſle ef him ; one. 
ly his ſpirit, being at preſent empty of commu. 
nion with him, he ſteales out to ſome ſtolne plea- 
ſure ; but when a man knowes his eſtate bad, and 
that he is without God in theworld, and yet goes on, 
he doth hereby caſt away the Lord, and profeileth 
he cares not for him, or that communion which 
is to be had by him, as £/as did his birth-right. 
David, though he deſpiſed the Lord, yer. hee 
did notcaſt away the Lord, as Saul did : for Saul 
ventured utterly to loſc him , knowing his eſtate 
naught. David, when hee ſinned, thought Gods 
eternall favour would ſtill continue,though for the 
preſent he might loſe the ſenſe of it. But, whena 
man goes 0n1n a ſtate of ſinning, he ventures the 
leſſe of Gods eternall love , and flights it , and 
knewes hedoth ſo : when a man knowes thathe is 
condemned already, as being impenitent, and thatall 
his ctcrnall eſtate lyes upon the non-payment of 


. ſuch duties of repentance, &c. and that the guilt 
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of all his finnes will come ia upon him, and that an 
Exccution is out, and yet goes on, this is more than 
to commit one aQt againſt knowledge, whereby he 
thinks he bengs upon himſelf but the guilt of-that 
one {inne ; and upon the committing of which, he 
thinks not the morgage ofall lyes, though ir de. 
ſerves it; herein men ſhew themſelves more de- 
ſperate. 

Inthe next place, I cometo thoſe rules, whereby 
you may meaſure and ef{ imate ſinning againſt know- 
ledge, in any particular at of finning ; and they : re 
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cither before the ſinne, or in finning : three of cither, = Weg 
whichI make a ſecond head , to cxplaine this do- 77 gnning. , * 

Qrine by. 1 - Before fin 

ning,z.rules. 

Firſt, befo os + Tan a 


The firſt rule is, The more thou kneweſt, and 
didſt conſider the ifſues and conſequents of that 
ſinne thou didſt commit, the more thou finnefſt 
againſt conſcience init: when as in Row. 1:u/t;T how 
knowing (ſayes the CAHpoſtle) that theſe that commit 
ſuch things, areworthy of death : that is, thoucon- 
fidereſt that Helland Damnation is the iflue and de- 
ſertof it, and yet committeſt it ; yea and this when 
haply-hell fire at preſent flaſheth in thy face, and 
yet thou goeſt onto doe it, in thiscaſe men are faid 
70 chooſe death, and to love it, Prov. 36. Whena 
man conſiders, that the way to the whorchouſec are 
the wayes to death (as Solomon ſpeaks) So when thou 
a profcſſor conſidereſt with thy ſelfe before, This 
{inne will prove ſcandalous, and undoe me, diſable 
me for ſervice, caſt mee out of the hearts of good 
men, and yet doſt it. Thus that fooliſh King was 
told againe and againe, Ter. 38. 17, 18, 19. that if 
he would yecldtothe King of Babel, he ſhould fave 
his life, and City, and Kingdome, and live there 
ſtill-; but if hee would not, he ſhould not eſcape: 
but as 7eremwe told him, verſe 24, Thou ſhalt cauſe 
ths City to be burnt with fire, yet he would not hear. 


ken : Thus is the wordof the Lord (ſayes Teremie,)and 
he knew ittobe ſo ; and yet being a weake Prince, 
led by-his Nobles, he would not follow his Coun. 
ſell : and thus 1#des fully knew the iſſue : Chrift 
had ſaid againe and againe, Woe be 19 him by whom 
the- 
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nn Sounc of man i betrayed: and yet went on to 
get. 

The ſecondruleis, the more conſultations, de. 
" bates, and motives againſt it, did runne through 
thee before thoudidft it, ſo much the greater and 
more hainous. How often did mexcy come in, and 
tell thee, that if thou lookeſt for any hope or part - 
wit, thou ſhouldeſt not doe fach an evill { how 
oftencamethat in, Shall I deeths, and ſinne againſt 
God ? did any Scripture come in to teſtifie againſt 
thee in the nick £ did God ſend in the remem- 
brance of ſuch a mercie paſt, to perſwade thee; or 
ſomemercies to come,which thoude | upon 
him for 4 That which made Sprrs's finne ſogreat, 
was ſuch debates as theſe before : and this made 
Daria finne, in caſting Daniel into the Lions den, 
ſogreat ; he debated it with himſolfe, Dar. 6.14. 
he was ſore diſpleaſed with himſelfe, and laboured 
to the going downe ofthe ſunne to deliverhim ; he 
conſidered that he was as his right hand in all the 
affaires of his Kingdome, and a man entrapped 
meerely for his conſcience, and that to puthim to 
death was to facrificchim to their malice ; heknew 
him to be holy, and wiſe, worth all the men that 
ſoughtafter his life, and yet yeelded ; theſe confi- 
dcrations troubled him afore, and alſo after ; info. 
much as he couldaor fſeep for them, ver .18. Now 
becauſethat every fuch conſultation ſhould ſet an 
impreffionupon the heart , and countermand the 
motions offin, whenthereforethou doſt it,augre 
all ſuch debates and motiveststhe comrary, this is 
much againſt knowledeg,and yery heynous. There- 
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fore the Phariſes, Euke 7.730, are ſaid to havereje- 
Hed the connſell of God, us iris, inor againfs then: 
felves: the words will beare cither : 1s themſclves, 
becauſe they knew it, apd tooke it into contidera- 
tion, and yet rejected it :and againſt theraſelves, be. 
caulc it was their deftruction. 

The third rule is, thar the more confirnations 
any man harh had of the knowledge of rhar which 
he ſinneth in, and teſtimonies againft it, the greg- 
ter ſinne againſt knowledgeit is : when a man hath 
hada cloud of witneſſes 1n his obſervation againſt 
a particular finne, and yet doth it, and gocs on in 
it, it is the more fearfull,. To goe onagainſt that 
one witneſle, the bare light and grudging of natuy- 
rall conſcience onely, is not ſomuch; bur when: jr 
is farther confirmed , and backed by the word 
written, which a man hathread, and with teftimo- 
nies, out of which a man meets with ſuch places, 
whercin againe and againe in reading of it, ſuch a 
practice is condemned, and obſerves it; and then 
alſo hearcs it reproved inSermons, and of all francs 
elſe, heares in private conference that finne ſpoken 
againſt alſo ; yea hath in his cye many examples of 
ethers finning in the like kinde, which have beene 
puniſhed, yea haply himſclfe alſo;yer to finagainſt 
all theſe is exceeding hainous. Sometimes 'God: 
orders things ſo, as afinneis made a great finne, by 
fuch forewarnings ; ſo he contrived circumftances 
that 1*das finned a great finne ; for 1wds knew be- 
forethat Chriſt was the Saviour of the world ; he 
knew it by all themiracles he had ſeene, asalfo by 
his gracious words and converſe ; and he profeſſed 
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Aggravations of finning 


- asmuch in following of him ;z and hehad the writ- 
ten word againſt it, Thou ſhalt not murder the inno- 
cent. But yet further, God to aggravate hisſfinne 
tothe higheſt, orders it ſo, that Chrift ſhould tell 
him of it when ke wasto goe about it, pronounceth 
awoectohim, Tohn 22.22. that it had beexe good for 
that man that he had never beene borne. Mar.14.21. 
andthe Diſciples they were ſorrowfull at &hrift 
ſpeech , when hee ſuſpe@ed one of them ; and 
ſhewed an abomination and deteftation of ſuch a 
fa, there wasa Juric ofcleven men, yea witneſſes 
inſt it; yea and 1vdas againſt himſclfe, he asked 
if it were he ; yea and-Chrift gave him a ſop, and 
told him, thou haſt ſaid it, and dee what thou deeff 
quickly : whicheven then might w>. 6 to his con- 
cicnce, that he was God, and ſearched and knew 
his heart,” and yet hee went outand did it immedi- 
ately. How did hee ſinne againſtthe haire,as wee 
ſpeak, and how did all theſe circumſtances aggra- 
vate his fin 2 
But yct a morecleare evidence of this is thatin. 
Nance of Pilate, whom God many wayes would 
have ſtopt in his finne of I Chrift, who 
examining him beforethe Phariſes, he could finde 
no fault with him, as concerning thoſe things 
whereof they accuſed him, Leke 23.14.and yet to 
allay their malice, unjuſtly ſcourged him, "_ 6. 
And further, when he ſent him to Hered, as bei 
willing' to rid his owne hands of him, Herod alſo 
. found nothing worthy of death in him, verſers. 
which was another witnefſe might have confirmed 
him concerning Chriſts inngcencie. Yea yet _- 
| | ther, 
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+ they,thatthe fatmightbe more aggravated,amoſt 
notorious murtherers life muſt be put into the ſcale 
with Chrifts, and cither the one or the other con- 
demned : and when the people yetchoſe Barrabas, 
why(fayes Pilate)what cvill hath he donetwer.22, 
then he diſtinaly knew and conſidered,that hewas 
delivered up through envie : Yea and when hee 
was upon the bench , and ready to pronounce ſen- 
tence,as it were, God admoniſht him by his owne 
wite, cMat.27.19. whom God himſclte had ad- 
moniſhed in a dreame, ſheſending him word ſhee 
had ſuffered many things by reaſon of him that night 
and therefore have nothing (ſayes ſhee) 18 doe wit 
that juſt man : yea he himſelfe,when he condemns 
him, waſheth his hands. And thus it falls out'in 
many {infull bufineſſes which men are about, that 
God often and many ſeverall wayes would knock 
them off, and ſtops them in their way, as hee did 
Balaam ; reproves them,as he did him by adumbe 
Aſſe, 2 Pet. 2. 16. ſo there by ſome filent paſſage 
of providence , and not onely ſe, but by his Spirit 
alſo ſtanding in their way , with the threa 
ready drawne and brandithr againſt them, as che 
Angell did withadrawne ſword againſt Balaam, 

- atdyetthey gocon;thisis feartull. 

There are 3. Rulesalſo, whereby the finfulneſſe 
of (in, as it is againſt knowledge, may be meaſured, 3 
from what may be obſerved I n the a : as 

Firſt , the leſſe paſhon, or inward violence or 
temptation to aſinne committedagainſt knowledg, 


he : For then the —— is the clearer, paſhon 
or 


the greater ſinne againſt knowledge it is argued to punk nor | 
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or temptation being as a miſt, But then to'{inne, 
whena manis notin paſſion, is to ſtumbþle at noon- 
day. Fos as drunkenneſſe rakes away reaſon, ſo 
doth paſton (which is a ſhort drunkenneſle) cloud 
and miſt a mans knowledge. And ſo .Hriftetle_ 
compares the knowledge of an incontinent perſon, 
to the knowledge of one that is drunk. When Petey 
denied his Maſter, though hee had warning of it 
before, and fo ir was againſt knowledge, and it 
was by lying,and ſwearing,and forſwearing, which 
are f{itnes of all other moſt direly againit know. 
e, yet he was taken unexpedtedly ; and when 

that which might tir up fearc to theutmoſt in him, 
was in his view; for hee was then in the Judge. 
ment Hall,-where his Maſter, juſt before his face, 
waSarraignedfor his life;and he thought he might 
alſo have preſently been brought tothe barre with + 
him, ifhe had bcene diſcovered to have been his 
Diſciple ;, ſoavghis paſſien being up, his ſoule was 
diſtempered, reaſon had little time to recover it 
ſelfe ; and therefore though it was againſt know- 
ledge, yet the leſſe againſt knowledge , becauſe 
knowledge had leſam operationem, - t had not its 
perfeQworke upon his heart : but now 1#das,jn be- 
traying his Maſter, had not onely warning before, 
but was notrempted to'it, but went of b:w»elfe_, 
and:made the offer to the Phariſees , ſought how 
conveniently to doe it, plotted to doe it, had his 
wits about him, had rimeto think of it, and there- 
fore it was (beſides the hainouſneſſe of the aR) 
mare alſo againſt knowledge, and ſo the greater. 
So Davidwhen he went to ſlay Nabal, was in hot 
| blood, 


blood, inapaſſion ; but when hee plotted to kill 
Vriab, he was in cold blood: he was drunke when 
he lay with Bathſheba, but ſober when hee made 
Friahdrunke : hee went quietly and ſedately onin 
it, Andthereforc we find David blamed onely in 
thematterof Yri4h, not ſo much forthat of Bath- 
ſheba. | 
Secondly, the more forrow,reniſ#s,ot reluftan- 7. vo in 
cic, and regreeting of mind there isagainſt a finne, wid regreer, 
tisa fignthat the knowledge of it is the ſtronger, and forrow,and 
and quicker.againſt it , and ſo the ſinne the more 
_ knowledge: for that i _—_ and dif. 
pleaſure of the minde againſt it, ariſeth from the 
ſtrength and violent beating ofthe pulſe of conſes- 
ence, and oppoſition of it againſt the finne, it ſprings 
from the greater and deeper apprehenſion of r 
evill of the finnein the ation, which is then in do- 
ing ; and though that reluRtancie be a better figne 
of the cſtate ofthe perſon, thanif there were none 
at all z as there is not in thoſe who are paſt feeling, 
CT commit fo with greedineſſe;whoſe eſtate is there. 
fore worſe, and more uncapable of repentance, 
yetthe faRit ſelf is argued to be the more hainous, 
for it argues it to be againſt ſtrong, acive, ſtirri 
knowledge. This argued Heyods finne to be muc Ws. 
againſt _ (asindeeditwas) Mark 6.26. 
the text ſayes, he was exceeding ſorrowfull : now 
that he could net have beene,unleſſe he had excee- 
dingly apprehended whata great finne it was to 
behead 7obn, who, he knew, was 4 jaſt and an holy 
man, ver. 20. and who was one that had a great 
place in hiscſtimation, for he obſerved bim, aud was 
L 2 wrought 
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- heart thereis, and want of tendernefle, in commitr- 


fire It 15 argued thereby to be the greater ſinne againſt 
neto bes Lnowledge ; not onely the erdoer ſinne, but the 


.inſenſible, but.an bot iron, a burning and 4 ſhining 


that he did but ſacrifice him to the malice of a wic- 38. 
ked woman ;. and in thiscaſc the finne is alfo here. 
by made ſo muck the greater, in that Conſrience_s 
doth ſtir upa contrary violent paſſion in the heart 
ago the temptation, andtherefore yetto docit, 
when there is ſuch abank caſt up that might refit 
it, yetthen-to _ alldowne; ſucha fin waſts the 
emuch. 
Thirdly, on the contrary,the more hardnefſe of 


ting that finne, which aman knowes tobe a finne, 


ater. finne ag ainft knewledge. For hardnefſe: of 
eart in finning, is-an effeRof having formerly fin. 
ned much againſt a tenth, before. For as the 
light ofthe Sun hardneth clay, ſo the beames of 1 
knowledge and conſcience , lighting upon meng, | 
art ref ie cope a and doe make them in 
the end paſt feeling. And. therefore in 1 Tim. 4: 2. 
unnmpagncd knowledge is: made the cauſe of a 
ſcared conſcience, they fpeak. lyes in Hypocrifie : 
and therefore knowingly: that they are lyes,;and. 
ſach lycs as damne others as well as themſelves, 
which who bclceve are damned, 2"The(. 2.11,12. 
and if. ſo, no. wonder if it followes, having their 
Conſciences ſeared with an hot iron. : It: is-not a celd 
troy wall ſcare their- conſciences, and make them 


light, which once having had placein their conſci- 
ences, and being rejected, they begin to be gee 
(Irit ty nc 
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nedand ſcared. For knewledge makes finnes'and- 
- the apprehenſions of them; familiar to: a man, 'and 
ſo lefſeterrible and frightfull inthe end; as Beares' 
and Lyons doe become to their keepers, through 
cuſtome. 1#dxs had a hard heart, when he camero- 
betray his Maſter, ſurely his:conſcience had ſmit- 
ten him at firſt more for nimming-out ofthe 'bag, 
than it did now for this of murder: :He could never: 
have had ſuch a hard heart, had he not had much 
knowledge ; was it not a hard heart, thatwhen he 
waschalleriged to his face, hee: could ſera brazen 
face on it, and did 'aske as well as the reſt; 7 5&7? 
when alſo Chriſt;curſed him to his face, who 
ſhould doe it, and the Diſciples all abhorr'd it : 
had Campo ſend ; bleſſed and glori« 
ous meanes z and finned long:agtinft knowledge, 
all this would have IE) have ſtagge- 
redinhis purpoſe: but he goes onas if itrweneno- 
thing, though when he had done it; his:conſfcience 
wasthen opened'too. lates: when-n man: formerty! 
hath beene troubled with a ſmall finne; more; than 
now. with agrofſelyc, which he can. digeſt. better 
than once the ker ra when Carne he omitted 
raying, it troubled him, .new\he cangecawerke 
ito, and is not-ſenfibleof eg) itis a figne that 
his knowledge hath hardned him. 


Thus having ;given ſuch rules, whereby you ,Halagns 
may cſtimatethe Gntulneſſeof particular afts, I will — pi. 


now procced-to 'other wayes, aggravations taken 

fromthe kind of knowledge a man fins againſt, to 

fin againſt what kind of knowledge is mott hainous Fmt 

and dangerous; and theſe arefive, drawn fromithe' 8 
11 ſeverall. 


from the hinde 


ſeverall qualifications of that knowledge, andthe 
- Themore light which men finne againſt. For the greater, or 
by Mb themore ſtrong & efficacious the light and know. 
- great the fin, ledgeis, the greater is theſinne of knowledgethou 
| committeft z and this I makea third generall head 
to cxplainethis doarine by. All theſe five rules 
being applicable/and:;common both to. patticular 
ads againſt kriowledge , and alſolying in an eſtate 
of impenitencic againſt knowledge, and all other 
particulars which have beenementioned., 
x © Firſt then,tofinneagainſtthe inbred light of na- 
© - Tofin 2gainſt tyre, thatis, in fuch finnes, as- though thou hadft 


teinretligit wanted the light of the word in,thouwouldſt have 
5 knowneto be ſuch: This-is a high kind of finning. 

Suchthe Apoſtle ſpeaks :of,' Jude 10: What things 

jt 010 ye FG intheſe they corrupt themſelves, 

ad beaſts, putting as it were no difference of 

actions; no more thanbeafſts,nonot in what nature 
F teacheth them, and therefore therein are as beaffts : 
þ- for itisthelight of nature puts the: firſt difference 
E betweensmen-and beats z- and: in ſuch kinde of 
fingcsthe Apoſtle inſtanceth in this firſt Chaprer, as 
namely, that. of «nnaturall- wncleanneſſe , in three 
particulars :as 1. ſelf-wncleanni ſever, 24. © imum, 
that is, alone'by themſUlvest'fo Beziand Theophilat? 
underſtand it, which he makesthere the firſt degree 
of unnaturall-uncleannefſe; which is therefore un- 
4 - . - naturall, becauſe thou deſtroyeſt that which nature 
” ** _, . gave'theofor propagation , quod pirdus home eff. 
/ Thea 2z.;the uncleatic loveof boyes, men burning in 
$ -4"-- luſt with men; ver.,2/7. beirdiſcovercd in what dal- 
S- hance'it will; thoughnotarifing-to an a of Sodo- 
Ka £873 128 © L | Hue, 
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mie, doing that which i unſermely, ver. 27. which 
hee therefore ſaycs,is the'perverring 4he uſe and in- 
tent of yature, and {01s a fin agaihſt nature, /eaving 
the natural uſe of women. My. brethren, I am aſha. 
med to peak of Yr things 4s are done in ſecret, Theſe 
kind of finnes, by the Apoſtles ranking them, are 
ina further degree of unnaturalneffe, than any'0- 
ther, becauſe they are made the puniſhments of 
other finnes,which yetwereagainſtthe light of na» 
ture alſo : namely, not glorifying God when they 
knew him : yet that being a fine, - the light 'of nu« 
ture was not ſo clearin compariſon of theſe, thete: 
forctheſe are made the puniſhments of theother, 
as being more: againſt nature. So for men to-be 
viſobedient rs Parents, '{tubborue 'to them, and 
without naturall affe tion; as the Apoſtle fayes, ver. 
30,37. this is againſt natiire, even theinſtinQ of ir. 
So unthankfulneſſe , and requiring evill for good, 
is againſt a.common pringy's in mens mindes. Doe 
wot the Gentiles dot go 10 thoſe that do goodto them ? 
your hearts uſe ro riſe againſt ſuch an oneout'of 
common humanity ;' er if -you ſce one cruell and 
ramencifallodich isanother reckoned up,ver.31. 
there being uſually prindgterenynty in-all 'mens 
natures; byhaturc ; therefore for one man to prey 
upon, and tyrannize over another , as fiſhes doe 
over the ſmall ones, as Habatkukt complaineth , 
this is againſt nature ; which reacheth you ts doe 4s 
you would be done 19.50 covenant-breakers,and lying, 
and forſwearing, mentioned vey. 30. inventers of 
evill, and truce-breakers, arc'fins againſt nature, and 
naturall light 4 lying is -againſt a doublc light, 


Hab.1.14 
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othmoral b both Po ern tcl us ſucha rr 
ht not tbe done ; and fai7, whilcſt we affirm 
that is not, the grows. ofthe contrary 
Ker upJn us againſtit,tho -x rw wereno law 
E forbadett; rnabone of all fins clſe, the Devills 
= luſtsare expreſſed. by two, ;. ing, whichis aſinnc 
"Hh inthe 5\and malicein the will, 18x 
$..44+ 


IM. . Secondly ' to fo againft thatlighe which thou 
”  Tofin again didft ſuck in, whenthou. wert young, to finagainft 
BE nnSion _ _ the light of thy education, this is an aggravation,and 
BY agreat onc. ; There is a Catechy(we of a blefſed mo- 
ther Bathſheba, which ſhee taught Solomon when a 
child, putin among the records of ſacred Writ, 
Prov. "ry hat ſh& counſels him betimes, not 58 
{6women:; {he foretold him ofthat 
puns rand becauleir is incidentto pF they 
having all pleaſures at.command,ſhe tells him par 
prey gs deftrozes Kings * and ſoalſo #t to 
wine; was another. inſtruQion there he was: fore 
warned of:this d9 mug Hr ies fault the more; 
forreade the 2 Chapterof Beelefafies, s.and we ſhall 
findethere , that hee was moſt yn inordi- 
nate loveef theſe two. z, but wy not beene 
brought up ſo, hisg od mother had not thus in- 
ſtructed him. Br thus alſo when God nog: 
gravate his. awnc peoples fin unto.them, he recal 
them to their education in their youth in the wil. 
derneſſe. So lerem.- 2, 2-40 and cry. to them, Tre- 
member the kindneſſe and onardinels of thy youth + 
he purs them in mind of their 'education by Moſes 
their Totor, and their forwardneſle then. And ſo 
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Hoſ.12. when he was a child, I lvved him ; and then 
God had heir firſt raits, ver. 3. this he brings to 
aggravate their back-ſliding, ver.5. Therefore the 
Apoſtle urgeth itasaſtrong argument to Timoerhie, 
to poc onto perſevere ingraceand goodnefle, That 
he had knewne the Scriptures froma child: and there- 
forc for him tofall, would be more hainous. The 
reaſon is, becauſe the light then infuſed, itis the 
firſt, a virgin light, as I may call it, which Godin 
much mercy vouchſafed to pre-peſlefle the minde 
with, before. it ſhould be deflowred and defiled 
with corrupt principles from the world ; and did 
put it there to keep the mind chaſte and pure : and 
this alſo then, when the minde was moſt ſoft and 
tender, and fo fitter to receive the deeper impreſ. 
ſion fromit. And hence ordinarily the light ſucke 
inthen, ſeaſons men ever after, whether it be for 
Þood, orforevill ; it fore-ſtalls, and ou judgerh a 
man againſt other principles: and though a man 
comes to have more acqured knowledge and rea- 
ſons after put into him when he is eometo perfedt 
age, yet the ſmall light of his education, if itwere 
to the contrary, doth bias him, and keeps him fixt, 
and bent that way. Sowe ec itis in opinions about 
Religion : the light then entertained, can never be 
diſputed out : ſoin mens wayesand actions,Traine 
up 4 child in his way, and he will not depart from it, 
Prov. 22. 6. To finthereforeagainſt it, andto put 
out the beames of it, or defile it, and to weare out 
the impreſſions of it, how wicked is it, and whata 
wretchartthou todo ſo ? 


Many of you young ſ{chollers have had a goed 
A 5c 6s M Bathſhebs 
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Bathſheks thatinſtruked you,not to poure out your 
ſtrength to drinkear women, but to pray private- 
ly, and to fearc God, and love him ; and when you 
come hither, you have good Twors alſo,who teach 
youto pray ; Miniſters, who inſtill bleſſed truths 
into you;frem which, one would think, you ſhould 
never depart; yet you doe. 

Think bow grievous this is; for if it is madean 
excuſe for many a man in inning, that it enſwers 
bothis education; that he never knew or ſaw bet. 
ter, as you ſay of many Papiſts ; then muſt it needs 
on the contrary, be an aggravatien of finfulnefle. 
And a4itwas Timethies commendation, that hee 
knew the Seviptares from a child, fo it will be thy 
condemnatian , that thau kneweſt better from a 
child, and yet rebelloſt againſt thy light. 

Thirdly, the mare real and experimental the 
lightis, wen finne againſt, Rill the more ſinne z as 
when thoy have learntit from examples of godly 
men, whom they have lived amongſt, or the ob. 
ſeruations of Gads dealings with themſelves or 
ethers, and notonely frem the word notionally, 
Tafinge againſt fuch Tight, this addes a further de. 
gree ; not oagly' to finne againſt the bare light of 
w_—_ _- alſo —_ when nature hath befides 
lighted her torch atthe Scripewye, and then when 
beyond alt this, tho reall oxamples and obſervari- 
ang wade of Gods dealings witha mans ſelfe' and 
others, hall confirme all this, this makes a mans 
finfulneffe much moro grievous ; for as exempla of- 
ficacins docent quam precepts, ſothe knowledge got 
yo exporimons of mercics. or judgements, is of 
_ | morc 
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more force and eyidence. Knowledgeledrnt by 
expcrience,is the moſt efhcacious, TherforeChriſt 
bimſelfe, who-knew all things already, yer learns 
(in the ſchoole of experience) by what be ſaffered, 
A little of tome knowledge diſtill'd out of amars 
owne ob{eryation, is tnoft prectous, every drop of 
it z therefore the Apoſtle urgeth it on Timarhie/; 
2 Tim,3.14. Continue in the things thou haft learned, 
and beene aſſured of, knowing of whom 1hon haft leay- 
nedthem. There is arwo-fold motive, and both 
emphaticall ; Firſt, he was 4ſvred icrhinaſcife; and 
ſecondly, that which ſtrengthnad thar aſſurance, 
and was a meancs toworke it, was the cxample' of 
the holy Apoſtle, and of his owne Parents, XK #vx. 
ing of whom thew haſt learned is - Aud ſo ver.-10, 
the Apoſtle againe urgerh his owne example, Thes 
haſt fully knowne my detirine and manner of life; 
and thenalſo brings to his mind the: education! of 
thoſe his godly Parents, whoinftrutted him. Hence 
alſo, E ſay 26. 10. it is made "an aggravation, that 
in'the land of #prightneſſe men deale wnjaſtly. Thus 
light.drawn from the obſervation of Gods judge. 
ments upon others, it much aggravates : ir is laid 
to Belſhazzars charge, Dasn.5.22. Tha kneweſt all 
this, how God dealt with thy father Nebuchadons&er. 
So femme of you come here, and live ina religious 
ſociety, and ſee ſometimes one, fometimes another 
of thy Colleagues turn to Chriſt, yea haply cham 
ber fellow converted: from his gvill courſes, and 
et thou goeſt on, this is finning againſt a great 


liehe, 
Fourthly, the more vigorous, ſtrong, powerfull 
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The more thi- 
ning the li ' 
ey hogs 


ence joyned 
with a taſte, the 
grexcer the fin. 


the light is thatisinthee, and more ftirring in thy 
heart, and joyned with a taſte, the greater the fins 
commirted againſt irareto be accounted. The more 
thou haſt taſted the bitrerneſle of ſinne, and Gods 
wrath, and haft beene ſtung with itas with a Cocka. 
zrice, the more thou haſttaſted Gods goodnefſe in 

rayer, andin the ordinances, themore of ſuch a 
Laculodgnoad yet finneſt the worſe. Inthe 5. of 
Tohn, 35. Chrift aggravates the Tewes unbelcefe in 
himſclte; their preſent bardneſſe, that 70hn was 
tochem, notonly a ſbinizg,butalſo a burning light; 
 thatis, they had ſuch knowledge engendredby his 


-orwayp © as wrought joy and heat, as well as 
light; t eforeie is added, they rejoyced therein 
for a ſeaſon. And thusthcir fall, Heb.6. is aggraya- 
ted, that it was ſuch a light as had taſting with it; 
For to explaine this, you muſt know, thatbetween 
ordinary notional light ,or thataſſenting to ſpirituall 
truths which iscommon wirh_ men, from traditio- 
nall knowledge living in the Church,that between 
it and true ſaving light, or the light of life,there is a 
midgdlekind otlight, whichis more thanthecom- 
mon conviction men have, and lefſe than favin 
hght :iris alight which leaves alſo ſome ani 
on on the affetions, makes them feele the powers 
of heaven and hell, and be affeted with them. Now 
the more of ſuch light againſt a finne, be ir drun- 
kennefſe, or uncleanneſle, or opprefhon, and yet 
falleſt to itagaine, the worſe. Forthis is a further 
degree added toknowledg, and not commonto alt 
wicked men, And therefore as thoſe Iewes, who 
had not onely common mcancs of G7 
| £ 


| againſt knowledge. 


'but miracles alſo, and yet beleeved not, Tohn 12.17, 
ſhall be more condemned; ſo thoſe who have fuch 
taſting knowledg ſct on by the holy Ghoſt(which 
 isaSmuchas if a miracle were wrought, for it is 
above nature, a ſupernatural worke of the Spirit.) 
And therefore to ſinne againſt ſuch light, and fuch 
onely , is that which makes a man in the next 
degree of firneſſeto ſin againſt the Holy Ghof. 
Fiftly, to (in againſt profeſſed knowledge, is an 
ageravation alſo, and an heavy one. To finagainft 
a mans owne principles which he teacheth others, 
or reproves or cenſureth in others. Tit#s 1. laſt, 
Thoſe thvt profeſſe they know God, and yet deny him, 
theſe arc moſt abominable of all others : For theſe 
are lyars, and ſo ſinne againſt knowledge as lyars 
doc; inthe 1 19hw 2. 4. ſuchan one is called a lyar 
ina double reſpeR, both inthat he ſayes hee hath 
that knowledge he hath not,itnot being true ;and 
becauſe alſo he denyes that in deed, which he af- 
firmes in word, this is ſcandalous finning. So Res. 
2.24. the ewes boaſting of the law,and of having the 
forme of knowledge in their braines,cauſed the Gen- 
tiles 18 blaſpheme, when they ſaw they lived cleane 
contrary thereunto : and therefore a brother that 
walkes inordinately, was to be delivered to Satan, 
i8 learne what it was to blaſpheme, 1 Tim,2.20, That 
is, to learne to know how evill and bitter athing it 
is, by the torments of an evill conſcience, to live 
in ſucha conrſe, as made God and his wayes cvill 
ſpoken of, as it befell David when he thus fiancd. 
Yea 2 Coy.5 .10, 11, though they mightkeep com- 
pany with a heathen, becauſe hee- was ignorant, 
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20d profeiſed not the knowledge of God z yet if « 

krather, onethat profeſſed, and fo was to walke by 
the ſame rules, did finne againſt thoſe principles he 
profeſſed, then keepe him not company : Thus did 
Sauifinne. All the Religion he had and pretended 
toin his latter dayes, was perſecmting witches : yet 
inthe end he went againſt this his principle; hee 
wenttoa witchin his greatextremitie at laft. And 
thus God will deale withall that arc hollow, and 
finne ſeeretly againſt knowledge in the end. Hee 
ſuffers them to goe againſt their moſt profeſſed 
principles, | 


Theſe arc aggravations ingenerall, ap- 
w Scahlebetrtoeayth aſk Ig 


ning, or going 0n in 2 
known ſtate of 


ſigning. 
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Ne” the uſe of all that hath-been ſpoken, what j10wgreaan © 
iS it, but to move all thoſe that have know- <ng2gement & 
ledge,to take heed,morc heed of finningthanother” Power #l 
men? and thoſe of them that remaine im their na- ledge rs rwae 
turall eſtate, to turne ſpeedily and effeftually unto 9 62d, and 
God ? For if finning againſt knowledge be ſogreat of Enning, 
an aggravation of finning, then of all ents 

to repentance, knowledge is the greatett. 

Firſt, thou who haft knowledge, canſt not finſo x 
cheap as another, who is ignorant : Therefore if” Such an one 
thou wilt be wicked, thy wickednefle will coftthee yore = 
ten times more than ir would another. Places of their fins are 
much knowledge, and plentifull in the meanes of Ce 
grace, are dear places to live in finin.To be drunk, ; 
and uncleane,attcr enlightning,and the motions of 

the Spirit, and powerfnll Sermons, 1s more than 
| ryentic times afore ; thou mighteſt have commit» 
ted ten to one, and beene damned Iefle. This is 


condenmmation ({ayes Chrift) that gh came into 


fare inthy finas an ignerantiperſon ; For the con- |eitpiraſkre 
fcience puts forth a fin inthe at, whenthou haſt **u> 
' knowledge, and docs fubjetthee to bondage and 
the fear of death. Whena man knows how dearely 
he muftpay forit, there is an expeRation of Judge- 
ment embictereth all, Therefore the Gentiles - 
ij ” ne 


the world. Neither canft thou hane ſo much plea-” andwill hare :, » 


 Aggravations of ſuming 

ned with more pleaſure than we. Therefore Eph.g. 
- I8, 19. the Apoſtle ſpeaking of them, ſayes, that 
through their ignorance, and darkneſſe, and want o 
feeling, they committed ſin with greedineſſe, and (0 
with more pleaſure ; they nor having knowledge 
or hearts ſenſible of the evils that attend upontheir 
courles, 

W- - 5 Secondly,thou wilt in finning againſt knowled 
+ Such are giren be pivenup to greater hardneſſe. If the light that &s 
CE ode inghbeebe Lerknefſe (ſayes-Chriſt) how great i that 
+ heart. darkneſſe ? therefore the more light a man hath, 
and yet on in works of darknefſe, the more 
darkneſſe that man will be left unto,” cvento are. 
probate mind in the end. 

® Thirdly, it will procure thee to be given up to 
"by Suk od gires the worſt of fins, more than another man;for God 
Ur pat whenhe leaves men, makesone fin the puniſhment 
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p. ofanother, & reſcrves the worſt for finners againſt 
Y knowledge. Theſe Gentiles, when they knew God, 
P.. they worſhipped him not , God gave them up to the 
"i worſt of ſinnes , whereof they were capable , as 
unnatural uncleaune(ſe,oc. But theſe are not ſinnes 
great enough for thee, that art a finner of the 
Chriſtians z to be given up to drunkenneſſe, or 
adultery, &c. otherwiſe than to diſcoverthy rot. 
tenneſle, theſe are oy __ me ; the thou ſhalt be 
given up to inward profancne(ſſe of heart, (as Eſas 
was, "aufoer been broughtupin a good Fark 
as not to neghed holy dutics onely, but to deſpiſe 
x them ; to deſpiſe the good word of God and his 
p<, Saints, and to hate godlineſſe and the appearance 
1% of it ; thou ſhalt be given up to'contemne God and 
; his 


<reinſt knowledge. 


his judgements, to 1rample under fort the blood of the 
covenant, or elſe unto deviliſhopinions;thoſe other 
are too ſmall to be puniſhments of thy finne : For 
ſtil the endof ſuch an one muſt be ſever times worſe 
than the beginning, as Chriſt ayes it ſhall ; ifrhou 
wert adrunkard, a ſwearer, or an uncleane perſon 
before,and thy _— wrought ſome alterati- 
on inthee,thou ſhalt net haplybe ſo now atthy fal, 
but ſeven times worſe;profane, injurious to Saints, 
a blaſphemer, orderider of Gods waycsand ordi- 
nances. 


Fourthly, when thou commeſt to lay hold on 


mercy at death, thy knowledge will give thee up 

to more deſpaire, than another man. Knowledge, 

though when it is but newly revealed, itisan help; 
yet not made uſe of, turns againſt the ſoul, to wound 

it, aadto work deſpaire ; andthis both becauſe we 

have ſinned againſtthe meanes that ſhould have ſa- 

ved us, as alſo becauſe ſuch as finne againſt know- 

ledge, fin with more preſumption; and the more 

preſumptioninth life the more de{paire thouart 

apt to fall intoat-geath, Therefore Zfay 59.11,12, 

what brought ſuch trouble, and-roarings like Beares 

upon theſe Jewes ? and that when ſalvation was 

looked for, that yetit was ſo far off fromrhem, in 

their apprehenſions ? our iniquities (fay they) teſts: 
fets our fact,and we know them. Now then finsteſti- 
fie toour face, when-our conſcience tookse notice 
ofthem, even to our faces,when we were commit 

ting them ; and then alſothe ſame fins themſelyes 
Wi againe teſtifie to-ous faces, when we have re- 
courſe forthe pardon of them. Therefore thon a 
. 5 OE © ye 
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4. 
At death, 


knowledg fin. - - 


ned againſt, 
gives up to 

more horror , 
and deſpaye. 
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. thee; they 


he inikpoatby Goak _ and tharchon hnoveſf 

them willico rac a$4NArguinent, that thou fraltmot = 

> pyyenony pry © 18:2 for mercie, 7 

__— awhy, ET edarmdephaeg did 

it F comein'as #baranda agmnſt 
rin. Jr ſhalbnothave mereie 2a 

Fiſtly,boch hereand in-Fetf;ivisthe 
cutionerarulrormentcr; In this-ſenſe'irmay be ſhi, 
Aj ang ſcientiom, auget deterems : He that inerea- 

inowledge, incroaferh ſorrow , as Splomen 
ſpcaks: for knowledge enlargeth our apprehenſivn 
ot our guilt, and thar brings more feare and tor- 
ment. H avesbey ne knowledge, mhe cove wp 
"Fes there «.t hair feave (ſayes David.) x ir Le 
Heb.10.28. after arora. gn ere & thereres 
relies fear _ puniſhment , but a 
more. peFation in the parties cone jences: 
Andthis, Lark eavioaanhet that panes for eyer: 
Light biceds thefe1wormes. 

Butthertyowwill ſay, it igbeft ſor us to bei 12n0- 
rant, andto keep our febyes fo. 

I anſwer, y6 :For ts (twig, will damn 
2s:much as a ic. Thisyou een Prov.1. 
2.3. Te fovles poten you that hate nyt: 
{edge Tarwe, and.1 will pawn _ pou 

Enomu ms) wc ee 0; Wellyer.2 4.4 
{ed,andwould oder je, Walk herefare {Sha 
God, ? will: laugh atiyour eaharitie: thatis; T will 
live no pity; burinſtcadi of pitty, God will hugh 
at.yau:;. 4ud whin your frare comes, I'well 108 anſwer, 
becanſeye haned-kwor ltde ,vor.2.9 {0 as this's a5 bad, 
Theze: 1emaines therefore (no middle way of re- 


tuge, 


againſt knowledge. 


fuge, tocxtricate thy ſelfe at,and avoid all this, no 
. remedy but turning untoGod:erherwiſerhou canſt 
net but be more miſcrable than ether men;yea and 
this muſt be done ſpeedily alſo : For thou having 
knowledge, God is quicker in denying thee grace, 
and in giving thee upto a reprobate ming,thanano- 
ther mart, who is ignorant. He will wait upon ano- 
ther that knows not his wil & waies,rwenty, thirty, 
forty yeares,as he did upon the children of the 1/- 
raclites thatwere borne inthe wilderneffe, and had 
not ſcene his wonders in Egypt, and at the red fea : 
but thoſethat had, he ſoone (ware againſt many of 
them,#hat they ſhould never enter into hu reſt. Chriſt 
comesas 2 ſweft witneſſe againſt thoſe to whom the 
Gofpel® is preached, Mad. z. 5. he makes quick dif. 
patch ofthe treaty of grace with them. Therefore 
few that have Matioce converted when they 
arc old, orthar lived long under the meanes. And 
therefore youtharhave opt 7.1, 4 yu engaged to 
repent,and toturn toGod,and to bring your hearts 
to your knowledge, and that ſpeedily alſo, or elſc 
your damnation will not only be more intolerable 
than others, but" the ſentence of it paſſe out more 
quickly againft you. Therefore asChriſt ſayes,70h, 
12.36.Whilſt you have the light walk iw i#: Forthat 
day of Grace,which is = clear anetbright, is uſu. 
ally a ſhers one. And though menmay live many na- 
turall dayes after, and enjoy the common light of 
the ſunne, yer the day of |Tv of gracious cx- 
citements to repent, may be but a ſhort one, 
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Thy firft generall Head, 
What govdneſſe, or Punty, patience, and long fuf- 
fering are in Cod. page 3. 
Bounty in Gol deſcribed. \”1+- tbid. 
I. He muſt be a giver. 4 
2. Pre rs wor Anfrnron ibid. 
3. He _ give | 5 
He muſp give dll zves 6 
2 He looks for norec ; a win 18 rome; © 7 
PMienceis 4 Fatherthing th than meycy 
1, Though we infurs God God \ and be be ſnl, 
yet ye i5 patient. 
' 2, He vouchſaferh that time be Dy hem in 
t0 repent. 


He oy that men would coms in aud? 
abs, Long ſuffering i but patience lengt wa 


farther. ibid. 
The ſecond generall Head. 

Richas of this goedneſſe fpent on ws. 
i. They are richesin themſelves. ibid. 
3. Allsheworld fpend on theſe riohes. II 
3. Thetime he hath forborne men. I2 
4. The expenſroe prodigality of ſinners in all Ff 
ibid, 

Patience is precious. 


1. In regard of what w_ manifeftations of be 
A 2 $004. 


1 44-ueanes to bring men to = 
l ua#ce. '» a2 y : g — ao 
1. Al this goodneſſe —_ 4 $7 acions band i in 
all theſe. 


oh "a, 
4 \ a. 087 omneconſcience weeiouſ of of ent 
'2 ,; + 48004 God. 

-S 13% 4 common principle will witnef agent ws whes 


we returne evill for good. 
{wu I ſe of expoſtulation with ſinfull and ods 
Me, 6 and conſiderations drewn.from...' .. 48 
$ 0 Tir Creaia a of eiPang: Jab 309 
. 2+ Their bein þ 259-4 dy + EO 
Having wembers 0 4 24M, 2T 
' Preparing the wor ld for them. 22 


5 $ ering theys 18 live a lang timein it... " 23 
"I Ga Crying them ſpace torepemin.' ...., 1 25 
- 7. Living upon his coft and charges. 28 
"MP 4Þ\4 Filing up their yeers and timewith 7 go0anes. I 
5 \ As niches, credit t, friends,comfort i in themad 
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ROM. 2. 4,5- | 
or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of hu goedneſſe, and for. 
bearance, and long .(uffering, not knowing that 


the goodneſſe of God leadeth thee to repentance ? 

But offer thy hardneſſe and impenitent heart, trea- 
ſureſt up unto thy ſelfe wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteows judgement 
of God? 


His is the laſt & moſt weigh- 
7 . | quneyy which the 
poſtle puts into the mea- 
ſure of the Gentiles finful- 
nefle (which in the former 
Chapter he had, werſe 29. 
- pronounced full before) to 

make it fuller yet : Their fnning againſt m—_—_ 

an 


Epheſ.2.y. 
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the riches _ _ goodneſſc, pati- 
c,and forpearance , the hatcfulteyill and ini- 


Wl d-unto mens conſciences;, than by a 
diſplay of the riches of that $ e which 
ea fſinne againſt. My purpole therefore is to 
unlock and carry you into that more common 
treaſury of outward mercies, and leade you 
through the ſeverall roomes thereof, all which 
doe cantinually leade you wwte repentance ; That 
then refleRing upon our ungratcfull waſte, and 
abuſe of ſo many mercies in ſinning, thereby 
our fins, every {inne, the leaſt, may yet appeare 
more finfull unto us, who are leſſe thay the leaſt of 
all thoſe mercies. Know then, that befides that 
peculiar treaſure of wwſearchable riches of grace_ 
laid up in Chrift (the offer of which negleQed 
and deſpiſed, addes yet to all that finfulgefſe, a 
guilt as farre exceeding all that which ſhall be 
of , as Heaven exceeds the Earth) There 
is another untold Mine of Riches the Earth u« fult 
of, as the Pſalmiſt tells us, and the ApoMlehere, 
which theſc Gentiles onely heard of, and which 
wepartake of all as much as they, As there arc 
ridhes of grace offered to you which can never be 
exhauſted ; ſo there arc riches of patience ſpent 
upon you, which you will have ſpentout in the 
end; the expence of which, caſt up, will Jone 
amountto animmenſe treaſure, both of guiltin 
you, and of wrath in God, as theſe words in- 
forme us. 


To 


or4inſt Mercie, 


Tohelpeyouin this account, I will 

I. In generall, fhew what Goodneſſe, or Boun- 
ty, Patience, and long ſuffering are in God. 

2. That there arc riches of theſe ſpentupon 
all the ſons of men. 

3. That theſe all leader wen torepentance. And 

. then 

4. I will expoſtulate with you, andaggravate 
your ſinfulnefſe, ingoing onto deſþiſeall theſe by 
unrepentance, as the Apoſtle heredoth. 

Firſt, in that God is ſaid here to be Good, or 
Bountifull : 2. Patient, or ferbearing : 3. Long- 
ſuffering, they ſeeme to note out three degrees 
of his commen mercies unto men. 

Firſt, he is a good, or a bountiful God : for ſo, 
as goodnefle is here uſed, I exegetically expound 
it: Ferthough it be rrue,that Cedeeſſs and bown- 
ty may differ ; yet when riches of goodneſſe are 
ſaid to be communicated, it imports the ſame, 
and is all one with Bownty ; And ſuch is God, 
Andall thoſc noble and royall qualifications and 
properties which concurre to make one truely 
good, and bountifull, doc meet and abound in him, 
in all thoſe good things which he doth beſtow ; 
and are found truly innone butin him : ſo that it 
may betruly ſaid, that there s none good but God, 
as Chriſt ſayes of him. 

Now Bounty, inthe generall, which is in God, 
may be thus deſcribed: 

It «a free, willing, and a largt giving of what i 
meerly his own, looking for no recompenſe againe. 

Bz To 
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_ Roem.r2:35. 
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To cxplaine this, that-you' may ſec, that all 
theſe conditionsare required to true goodneſle, 
and all of them to be found" in God onely. 

1. Hethat is Bountiful, he muſt be a Givey , 
and Beſtower of good things : and all hebeſtows, 
it-muſtbe by way of gift, not by way of recom- 
pence unto, or by deſert from the party hee be. 
ſtowes all on : Therefore Chriſtſayes, Luke 6. 
33+ that to doe good to thoſe who have done, or doe 

00d t6 us.t5 not thank-worthy,nor is it Bounty. But 
God is therefore trucly good, becaufe hee fim. 
ply,\ mecrely., and abſolutely gives away' all 
which he beſtowes : For hce was not, nor can 
any way become beholden to any of his crea- 
tures; gorhad formerly reccived any rang from 
them; which mightmove him hereunto; ſo Rem. 
11-35. Who bathfirſt given him, that hee may re- 
compence him ag aine ?. Nay untill He gave us a be- 
ing, we were not capableof'{o much as receiving 
any good thing from him. 

2. He who 1s truly termed Good,or Bountiful, 
all that hegives away muſt be his ewne ; And fo 
all-which:God beſtowes, 'it is his owne, So Pſal, 
24-1. The Eirth « the Lords, The ground wee 
tread on, the place wee dwell in ; Hee is our 
Landlord.:Buris thitall 2 for thehouſe may be 
theLandlords,when the furnitureisthe Tenadts: 
thereforc he further :addes,. And rhe fulneſſe of it 
& hb alſo:that is,all the things:that fill the world, 
al thefurniture, and proviſion of it-both; all the 
movedbles.. (So Pſah50.11,12.) The cartel _ 
206 tbe 


od was | CEL 
: : mm 
co Ie 


axeinſt Mercie: 


the fowles upon a thouſand hills are mine,(ayes hee; 
and alſo all the Ren goods, the corne and 
vile (which you ct and plant) aremine, Hoſ.2.9. 
yeaand the Pſalmiſt inthe ſame 24.Plalme,adds 
further , that they who dwell therein are hi allo : 
not the houſe and furniture onely, but the Inha- 
bitants themſelves . And this, bythe moſt ſure, 
and moſt ſoyeraigne title that can be, betterthan 
that of purchaſe , or inheritance , of and from 
another: for he hath wade them ; LAM is thine, 
becauſe all comes of thee, ſayes the ſame David, 
1 Chron.29.11,12. And all things arenot onely 
[of him? but [through him] Rom.11.36. thatis, 
they cannot ftand nor ſubſiit without him. Even 
Kings, (thegreateſtand moſt bountifull of men) 
their bounty is but as that of the clouds, which 
though they ſhowre down plentifully, yet they 
firſt received all from the Earth helow them, 
3- He muſt give /ar en, itis not Bounty clſe. 
Now God is therefore ſaid to be rich in goedueſſe, 
becauſe he is abnndant init. So we finde it, com- 
paring Pſal. 33. 5. with Pſal. 104. 24. in which 
it is fa1d, that the earth is full of his goodneſſe, and 
his riches ; which we may judge of, by what he 
ſayes in the 27. verſe of that 104. Pſalme, of 
whatan houſe he keepes, and what multitudes he 
feeds : AU theſe (faiththe Plalmiſt ) was? on thee, 
that thou mayeſt give them meat, and thou opene 
thy hand, and they are filed with good. King Ahaſu- 
erws , to ſhew his bounty, made a Feaſt to his 
chiefe Subjects, but it was but for halfe. a yeare, 
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L * Phal.r04.29. 


and not toall:ſome few halfe yecres more would 
well nigh have beggard him ; but God doth thus 
continually, The greateſt and moſt bountifull of 
men, when they would cxpreſle the largeſt of 
their bounty, ſpeake but of giving halfe of their 
Kingdomes,( ſo Herod,and he did but talk fo too) 
But God beſtowes whole worlds, and Kingdomes, 
as Daniel ſpeakes, Dan. 4. 35. and gives them to 
whom he pleaſe. 

4. He thatis bountiful, muſt giveall he gives 
feely, and willingly. Which, though I put toge. 
ther, yet may i. two diſtin things: As firſt, 
that he that gives, muſt be afree «gem in it, who 
isat his choice, whether he would give any thing 
away or no. The S«xnedoth much good to the 
world, itaffordsa large light, and even halfe the 
world at once is full of its glory : yea and all this 
lightis its owne, not borrowed, as that of the 
Moeone and Starres is ; yet this Suwne cannot be 
called good or bountiful, becauſe it ſends forth 
this li bi neceſſarily , and naturally ; and cannot 
chooſe but doe fo ; nortan it draw inits beames. 
But Godis a free giver, he was at his choice, whe- 
ther he would haye made the world or no; and 
can yet when hee plcaſeth , with-draw h# Spirit 
and face, and then they all periſh, Pſal. 104.29. 
Secondly, it muſt be witingly alſo: that is, no 
way conſtrained, nor by extraction wrung from 
him, who is te be called Bowntifull, A willing 
mindin matter of bounty, is more accepted than 
thething, 2 Cor. 3. 12, Now of God tis ſaid, 
Day, 
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arainſt Mercie, 


Dan.4.22. that he gives the Kingdomes of rhe 
world to whom he will, and none fwayes him, or 
£48 ls hu hand, wer.35. yea hee gives all away 
with delight. So Pſal. 104. 31. having ſpokenof 
feeding every living thing, and of other the like 
works of his goodneſle, throughout that Palme, 
hee concludes with this, God rejoyeeth in all his 
workes : that is, dothall the goed he doth to his 
creatures with delight ; It doth him good (as it 
were) to ſeethe poore creatures feed. 

Laſt of all, looking for no recompence for the 
time tocome. This is another requiſite in Bownry. 
Sayes Chriſt, Luke 6. 34. If you give to receives 
againe, as ſinners dee,this is not thank-worthy but 
ver. 35. ſo doth not your heavenly Father : For 
(ſayes he). Doe good, and hope for nothing againe, 
o ſult you be like your Father, and then you ſhall 
ſhew your ſelves true children of the [ moſt High.] 
In which word, he infinuates a reaſon why God 
givesall thus : becauſe he is ſogreat,and ſo High 
a God, as nothing wee doe can reach him ; as 
David (peaks, Pſal. 16. 2. My goodneſſe extends 
»t wnts thee: he isStoo highto receive any benefit 
by what we doc. And eventhat thankfulneſſe he 
exaQs, he requires it but as an acknowledgement 
of our duty, and for our goed, Deut.10.12. 

And ſomnch for the firſt, namely, what good. 
weſſe and bounty is : and how God is trucly good, 
and heonely ſo. But this attribute ofhis, and the 
effects of it, heexerciſeth towards all our fellow 
creatures, and did -to Adam in Paradiſc. Burt 
now. 
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Luke 6. 34- 


Pſal. 16.2-- 
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Luke 6.35» 


Pfal, 9.11. 


now to w ward (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) namely 
the ſons of men, now fallen, hee extendeth and 
manifeſts a further riches, namcly, of patience_ 
and lowg-ſufferiug, which the devills partake not 
of, the good Angels and other creatures that 
ſinned not,arc uncapable of. For as Chriſt ſayes, 

Luke 6.35. In whathe beſtowes onus , he # kind 
to ſuch, as arc evil and unthankfull. Mercy is 
morethan goodneſſe, for mercy alwaies doth re- 

ſpe miſery : and becauſe all the creatures are 

ubjett toa miſery, Rom.8.20,21,22. of bondage 
and vanity, therefore his tender mercies are over 

all his workes. But yet patience is a further thing 
than wercy, (as mercy is than geodneſſe) being cx- 
erciſed, not towards miſerable creatures oncly, 
but towards ſimners,and includes init more three 
things further towards them. 

I. _—_—y that thoſe perſons he doth good 
unto do , and injurehim ; butrhat himſelf 
alſo is excceding ſenſible of all thoſe wrongs,and 
moved by them, and alſo provoked to wrath 
thereby ; it is not patienceelſe. So in the 2, of 
Pet.3.9. It is not flackneſſe (ſayes he there:) God 
#5 not ſlack : thatis, he fits not m heaven as one of 
the Idol gods, that regarded not what a&ts were 
kept here below ; or took not to heart mens car- 
riages towards him ; but is /ong-ſuffering, or pa- 
tient ; that is, he apprehends himſelfe wronged, 
is fully ſenſble of it 3 & angry with the wicked eve. 
ry day, Pſal.7.11.he hath much adoe te forbear, 
cven when he doth forbeare, and letteth them 
« alone; 


Liſte; 


alone ; he exerciſeth an attribute, a vertueto- 
wards them, namely; patiexce, in keeping in of 
his anger 3 'which is as to keepe fire in-ones bo- 
ſome. |; 

But ſecondly, this is not all ; he doth not fim- 
ply forbeare, and reſtraine his anger, but vouch- 
{afcth that 2ime he forbeares them'in; that they 
might repemt in it ; and hismercies, as meanes lea- 
ding to repemtance. So it followes in that 2 Per. 
3+ 9. But Godis long ſuffering to us-ward, and his 
long ſaffering hath this init, »0t willing that an 
ſhould periſh , but come unto repentance. Soallo 
Revel.2.21.itis called ſpace torepent. Andallthe 
bleſſings he vouchſaferh, he gives themas means 
and guides to leade them on to repentance, as here, 
And cHa4.18.29, Have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all. That is, give me a longer day 
and ſpace to pay the debt in, and be willing to 
accept itwhen I bring it, and let me lye out of 
priſon, that I may beenabled to pay it. 

Thirdly, there is yeta further thing in his [an 
rience, namely, a waiting, and expectation that 
men would come in, and repent. So Zukerg.17. 
Theſe three yeeres have I [ come ſeeking) frait, but 
have found none : There was an cxpecation, a 
longing, a defire it would bring forth fruit, 04 
when [” it once befayes God,ler.13.laſt? 

In the laſt place, that other attribute of” long 
ſuffering, which is the third, is but as a further 
degree of patience ; but patience lengthened ont far- 
ther , that is, when God hath beene thus Raveng 
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Revel.3, 2! 


Mat.18.39, 


Luke 13.48 
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hath-forborne and waited for their commung in, 
and that not for three yeeres, bur haply hour. 
forty yeeres,and till they turnenot ; his patience 
then begins (as we would think) te be(as it were) 
worne out, and his anger begins toariſe, as if he 
could forbeare no longer ; (as it was-towards 
that'tree., Why cumbererch t tht pronnd ? Cut it 
downe) yet heegoos on to ſpare a th another 
e,and many more yeares ſtill after that ; and 
enxddreth with much long ſuff ering (as Rom. 9. 22.) 
the veſſels of wrath, endures to wonderment, 
above meaſure, beyond al ExpeRation, all pati- 
ence;as itwere ; thisis long fuff ering. 
The ſecond penicrall head is, that there arc 
[riches] of this his gondueſſe, &c. expended on 


Us... 
Tris n96h-go0dneſſe, paticnce and long ſuffe. 
ring: Rivh in horſelves, in regard of their abun. 


Hence as they came froth him : and rich alſo in 


regard of their precious wſtfulneſſe unto wu,as they 
may be improved by us. 

Firſt» chrmſelees cheyart fob: if weeeonhi- 
der whntis expended, allthit while, Hee layes 
out, wot fimply His neipdre— and'opbeld 
all chings, and to mamraihe os freely : fo to dot 
tnorhing to him. - For whilſt hedothbut ſo,no- 
thing goes out ofpurſe,vr isdetraRted from him; 
tuiTinay fo ſpeak) he feeles northeexpence ci- 
therof power;providetice,Fc. Allrhiszofthim 
but words : For hewpbolds wh, reates wil by the_ 
awiddf bis power ,Hebr.x, And this to A" 

| the 


axainſt Merele: 
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the Angels,and to have maintained all mankinde 1 


before they fell, had beene fio more, But (my 
oonare) when _ 4 mOmaſs ys Gnpers, not 
I wer goes forth from him, but his 

ded, 6nd taken from him, and rye 
while waſtcd, detrated from ; he loſcth, at pre- 
ſent, cvery day infinitely by us, and he is ſenſible 
of it z every ſinnetakes glory from him, robs him, 
as by oy elfe complaines : cha mor ware the 
world, upholds it, (keeps it together, as the 

doc the barrell, it IR fl to pieces. 7 
nothing ; in whom «ll live, as fiſhes inthe Sea,yea 
upon whom all live)that He ſhould live «##known, 
unthought of, unſerved ; yea diſgraced, diſho- 
noured inthe world, and have this world loftto 
him, as it were ; and finne, the Devill, wicked 
men, tohave all the lory from him, to be exal- 
ted, to carrythe whole world:afore them : This 
you upon him, he had need of Riches to dec 
this, 


Secondly, conſider the multitude of ſinners, 
that thus ſpend, and live upon theſe riches, no 
leſſe than all the world : Hee had need of multi- 
tudes of paticnce in him : He forbeares not one, 
butall and every one. We looke upon one man 
and ſeeing him very wicked , weewonder God 
cuts him not off; we wonder at our ſclves, that 
God did not cut us off before this , when once 
our eyes are opened : nay then caſt your eyes 
over all the world, and ſtand amazed at Gods 
forbearance towards be the richeſt = 
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that ever was, to have milliens of men in his 
debr, it would undoe him ſoone. All the world . 
are in Gods debt; and wn ftill indebt every day 
more and more,and yethe breaks not,nay breaks. 
not them. _ | | 
Nay thirdly, to' manifeſt this abundance yet 
more, conlidernotonely the multitude hee for. 
beares, burthe time he hath done it : toforbeare 
much, andto forbearcit long : he hath forborne, 
and beene out of purſe from the beginning of the 
world,fince men wereupon the faceof the earth, 
five thouſand yeeres and a halfe already.; and 


: howlongitis yetto the day of Judgement, .wee 


know not-: And yeryc ee, He is as patiewt, and: 
as bountiful now 1n the latter dayes of the 
world, as he. was.at the firſt. Did that greateſt 
Convert that cyer was, that -had.not lived paſt 
thirty yeers inhis finfull eſtate (for hewas young 
whenhe held the ftoners clothes that ſtoned $ze- 
phen) and yet was the chiefeft of ſinners, did he yet 
(as himſelfe ſayes) thinke himſelfc 4 patterne of 
long ſuffering; 1 Tim. 1.16: thought it a'grear 
matter God ſhould forbeareſo long 2 whatis.the 
whole world then 2 if he, being but one. ſmall 
pooreveſfcll,was ſo richly Taden with the riches 
of Godspaticnce, how is this great bark of the 
world then fraught, that hath gone over fo vaſta 
ulfe.of time 2+ how much of theſe his riches 
ye been ladenin it 2- 

And then fourthly, adde to this the expenſive 
prodigality ofall theſe ſinners in all ages ; every 
- RES L 4 Cane: 


> «94ſt Mercie: : 


finner ſpends ſomething;and how laviſh:are men 
of oathes 2'All the. thoughts of mens hearts from 
their youth up they are evil, andonely evill,and con- 
tinually : and how much then hath every man 
ſpent him 2 every finisadebr. ; 288 

In the ſecond: place, this is:4 ric goodnefle 
and paticnce in: regard of the preciouſneſſt-and 
wſefulneſſe. 

Firſt, preciows, in regard of what all theſe ma- 
nifeſtations of bis goodnefſe and' forbcarance 


coſt,cyen the blood of his Sonne, who as 4 Zord \ per.z.:. 


hath bought and purchaſed all wicked men ; their 
lives, and their reprivall, all that time that here 
they live 3 and all the bleflings and diſpenſations 
of goognefle; which here they do crijoy. Chriſts 
mediation ſo-far prevailes with God for all the 
world, thatir puts a ſtop to the preſent procee« 
dings of juſtice, which otherwiſe had faid of all, 
thatwhy thes ſuneft,; thaw dyeft.. So that'as Chriſt 
may be called the wiſdowe and the power of God; 
ſo alſs the patzence and the long ſuffering of God. 
Fot; for his ſake, and through his meanes, -it is 
excrciſed : God would not ſhew.a drop of mer- 
ey,but for his Sonne. Which, I take, ſtrong! 

and clearly intimated, inthat _— of his, wit 

the Jewes,(Ex04.23,20; compared with Exod. 
33+2,3,4, &c. Immediately after God had gi- 
ven the Law , ( by the rules -and threatnings 
whercof, God the Father in his government was 
to proceed) and after they had tranſgreſſed it, He 


there declares, that he could not goe with them 
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For (according to the:rules of his government) 
he fbould deftroy.them ; but his Angell, hee would 
ſend with them, even Chriſt, he might ſhew them 
mercy, for he was the purehaſer' of it: and that 
he was that _— appeares, in that God tells 
them, ver. 21; that bis name was in him, who alſo 
would deſtroy them, if they turned not and re. 
_ according to the rules of his Law,: the 


Es 

- And preciow, ſecondly, to #s, inregard ofthe 
n/efulneſſe,this goodneſle and long ſuffering tend 
and ſerve-unto. This makes this ſtock of time 
afforded you, by Gods goodnefle , to be riches 
indced, that it « ſpace 89 repent ; nota time of re- 
privall' onely, but to'geta pardon in; and this 
makes all the good things we enjoy to be preci- 
ousindeed, that they are meanes, leading us by 
the hand torepentence. 'Rich it is, becauſe if your 
time be laid out as it ought, you tainc 
thoſe far ſurpaſſing riches of he reſerved' for 
hereafter ; Win, and gaine Chriſt by it, andall 
art Ye 4 All things receive their 
worth and valuation from what _ tend to,and 
from what depends upon them, and the nſe they 
mightbeputto. A Bond, a mans will, which init 
ſel (as it is a piece of parchment) is not worth 
one thilling ; yet an eſtate of many thouſands 
maylyec and depend -uponthem. And fo time, is 
not ſimply preciousin it ſelf, but in regard of the 
opportunities of it. And accordingly, inthoſe or- 
dinary paſſages of ourlives,do we,more or leſle, 
cſtimate 


, againſt Merci, NASD , 


— 


T 


eſtimate and count time precious, as the buſineſſe 
allotted to it, is of more or lefle conſequence : 
whena matter falls out that concernesus,and re. 
quires diſpatch , and wee are caſt into ſtraits of 
timeabout it, wee count every minute precious : 
ſo this £:me of ours (which isthechicfe and prin- 
cipall ofthat Rock, pur into our hands by Gots 
aticnce) being ace 70 repent in , to gaine and 
ade for News L ary in this reſpect every mi- 
nute of it, is as much asheavenis worth, and one 
hourc of it may be as much as all the time 
are to ſpend for eyer, afterthis life caded : eve. 
ry minuec hath an inftuence into eternity. And 
how ever you may account i, yctthe balance of 
the SanQuarythus eſtamaces your time, calls it 


your money: why lay you out your money for what i tfoy 55.2. 


nets? (4.2.) this precious-day of grace, and the 
thoughts, cares andeudevors which are bro 
forthand minted in-this time _ theſe -arc 
our Mm 1 might purchale heaven by, 
And has & lh doen rd by hob q 
godly men, who'yet had lefſe need to value it, 
having done the maine buſinefſe 'itwas allotted 
for. Dawit'in the 39. Pad. 13. bring brought 
low, 0hſpare me ulnile, that I may recover 
my ſtrength, before Tgwetbence, andl'be ſeennomere. 
So -HeZekiah, Eſay 38. how did hefuc for, and 
when her had obrained fifreene yeeres, how 
didhe blefſe God 2 ver. 26. or if by this you 
Judge not'ſo, think withthy ſelf, whatatthe'day 
of dcath thou wouldſt account of an houre, ofa 


moneth, -. 
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moneth, a yeere 2 what others, who have laine 
gaſping, would have” given aworld for time a- 
gaine, (as I have heard one- crying day and 
night (call time agaive) or if not then, oh what 
in Hell 3+ --t ft bh 

The thirdthing TJamto fhew, is, thatiall this 
goodneſſe, patience,and forbear ance,is afforded to. 
wards you as a meanes; and hclpes to bring you 
ya} 209m cAts 17.26,27,28. God (laycs 
the Apoſtle.there)hath allotted ro men, beth their 
times tolivein,and alſo their places ofabode and 
habitations, all richly furniſhed with bleſſings to 
uphold-their lives & beings. And to whatend are 
both theſe thus afforded « That they might ſeek 
the Lord, if by groping afier him (even as men in 
the darke):they might haply finde him, But men 
being in the darke , and deſtitute of guides to 
bring th& unto God, may yet be as far of finding 
himas ever. Therefore adde but the words of 
my text, towhatthe Apoſtle ſayes there,and we 
ſee , that this goodneſle of Godtakes us by the 
hand, and /eads:ws to repentance ; to turne from 
ſinne unto-God, and: ſo to finde him. And thus 
lead areyouuhto Gad, by. the help of three ſeve. 
rallguides, which each after other ſweetly leade 
you,and point youout tothis. 

Firſt , all this goodneſſe bearcs witneſle to 
your hearts of agracious hand that extends it ſelf 
inallthefe; therefore in that 17. of the CA Qs, 
he ſubjoynes, God is wot far off any of ws, That 
thercisa good God bcſtowes all things on you, 
is 


is a thought lycs at next doore of allhis bleſ- 
WagL, cas ar off, Yea they all (fayes the Apoſtle 
to the ſamne Gentiles, 4#s 14.16;) doe beare wit- 
neſſe of him, (though they went on in their owne__ 
wayes)yet (fayes he there) God left not himſelfe_ 
without witneſſe ; that is, an-imprefſion on their 
hearts that his good hand beſtowed all on them, 
= he filled their hearts with foode and glad. 
neſſe—. 

Secondly, His goodneflc having bought thus 
God to mens —__ then your owne conſci- 
ences take you, and leade you downe into your 
ſelves, and beare witneſle, that you by walking 
in your owne wayes, doc nothing but proyoke 
and offend this good God. So Rom.2.15. 

Aad then thirdly, there is an indelible princi- 
ple common to all 
thew ; whichafter the two former have brought 
you hitherto, point you to Repentaner, 25 the 
conclufion. [Shall we gee #n 30 ſinne againſt this 
good, (0 ur ? returne evill for good ??) 1s not this 
a naturall neceflary conſequent out of all theſe, 
to ſay asthey, Let ws many feare the Lord, who 


Acts 14. 16 


men to love thoſe who love Luke 6 


giveth ws the early and the latter raine, 2s it is Ter. to. cs a5; 


5.26,27 ? And though men are ſaid not 19 know 
thi, in the text, yet the mom is, they doe not 
. throughly and cfcQually confider thus much,ſo 
as thereby to be brought te Repentance, yet 
however there is ſuch a witneſle of allthis in all 


mens hearts, and thus are they led enunto Re- 


peatance, would they ſee their way and fellow 


their guide, D The 


take; che: | 
whihoutof ſo couch rmp 
<«hem) and of precious ©pPortuni- 
hs and bleflings they enjoy, to Ix ws 
y, inrcaping andgathoring intothomielyes 
theplcaturesattime ; making the time of youth 
than harvcit offinning, and yerthinke to eſe 


nancy wo , 
try. alveady ) cnjoped along and a 


kiffermg iswvouchſa: 


epgpeowto.docib till, whillt * 
hoy thave any day left, 'be ir never RR 
the ioering ; ard doe chavoe rather deſperately 
pevrrar ge; _— the world-vo come, up= 
enehe wit 6 T0OBOy pandening, (though 
wathout al carcand endeayaur to change their 
hearts ordives)-upon' the experience they have 
had of the viches of his morcy forbearing them 
m this world, rhinking 10:finde him the ame in 
| AIST CYTE Rr TETRA Yes and 
| r, pabbence, 50. 
nanny Aon. te-with-them, 
wr \barir mnpenntency., and aggravate to _ 
' F- 


any 

nefle of nature)left unextingu 

ſhould affet you, anddac fome'good on youcre 

" adaaneck nevtilernBtqaeiaigns 
tot ; a 

together. Gods loving kindneſfes tawards you, 

andyour unkind d towards _ 

Tobcgin at the innit Ing : 
how _—_ riches wr. fore three Ba 
and buricd inthy foundation? when the firft cor. 
ner None was laid, when thou wert madea man, 
(beſides the coft which hath becne ſpent upen 
this building fincc) and, curſed as thou art, even 
that very foundation was laid in bloody iziqu#- 
ties, in which thou wert rcamccived ; and the 
matcrialls of ſouleand body, thou coofiſteſt' of , 


tempered with ſinne, like the flone in 1he Kabiy 19,1F 


wall, and brame out of the timber, cry out ev 


 momeneto God inſtthce, as Edoms did, Rafe Plalr3y.f 


it, raft is, eventot 0nd. 

Coebiicr how bis chr acher day thou wert 
meerenething, and whenan infinite number that 
never werenor ſhall be, were ___ apoffi- 

eli as thou, (for: when he made this 
world, he conld have laid it afide wholly, and 
created millions of otherworlds) yer he choſe 
to havearoome in this, but one world, (for 
hemeansto makeno ET Me =" | 
3 Ve 
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have ſtood without thee , and did before thou 
weft, and ſhall doe whenthouart gone: yet he 
called thec a ome _ [Hary b chm wt 
mighty:power, bade rth when there 
was nonecd of thee... Iſayhe choſe thee to have 
2 being : for as there is anelefion ofthings: that 
areto ſalvation , fo out of things thatwere not 
wato being. And wretchthat thouart,;ifthoure- 
penteſt not, thou deftroyeſt what: God harh 
made, and hadſt better have kept nothing Mill; 
and never have peept out,orclHcto skulkintorhy 
firſt notbing:againe, for thouart /oft, better-newer 
to have beene borne. 

Secondly, Confider.yet more goodneſſe. Thou 
mighteft have becne. admitted into the loweſt 
forme of creatures, have beene a worme, aflea, 
a fyc,. which we men fillip and cruſh to deathar 
pleaſure : but to. be madea:Mer,: created one of 
the States, Barons, Lords of the world the firſt 
houre,admitted.into the. higheſt order, crowned 
a King in the wombe, as David-ſayes of.man, 
Pſak8.s5. made alittle lower than the Angels, bur 
crowned with glory and honour. z wade 10. hgve_s 
dominion over all the works of his hands, The one 
halfe ofthee is more worth thana whole world, 
[thy ſoule}zs Chriſt ſayes, that: went to-the 
Price of ſaules 3 uponwhich-God-hath beſtowed 
anecmiry of bcing,and madeit the pictute of his 
face, his Image; when othercreatures do weare 
but his footſteps; And thy i other peece, 
and indced butthe Caſe, the Sheath, (as Daniet, 


phraſe, 


_ 


. SF, Lb 5+ "24s; 4 n _— be ow = 3 ; \ ws? 4 
7 - or a Ss V.* , 
«24ſt: Mercia, . 


” 24 


—_ _— 


phraſe and the Chaldee hath it; Pan.9i15.) of 
rhee, what a curious workmamſhipis'it © wondey- 
fully and. fearfully made, as David ſayes, Pſalm. 
139.15. curiouſly wrought in the lower parts of the 
earth : Sotherche call; the womb ; becauſe as 
curious workmen, when they have ſomechoice 
ow in hand, perfe@ it in private, and then 
ring it forth to light for men to gaze'at :- So 
God out of a teare, a drop, he hath limmed out 
the Epitome of the whole world ; the Index'/of 
althecreatures. Sunne, moone, ſtares, artts'b@ 
found inthee. And yet wretch asthou art; thou 
art withall the Epitome of hell, and bronghteſt 
into the world with thee, the ſeeds and'princi. 
ples ofall the villanies, that have beene'aRed'in 
the world, and if thou repenteſt not, thou hadft 
better have becne a toad,-or ſerpent , 'the hate- 
fulleſt of creatures; and wouldſtchangethy con- 
dition witlrthem one day. we 
Thirdly, being a man, haſt thowall thy mem- 
bers that belong unto a man ?'it is becauſe hee_ 
wrote them ell in his booke, Pſal\:139.16. if he had 
left out aneye in his common-place booke, thon 
hadſt wantedit ; is not that a mercy? aske the 
blinde. If thou hadſt wante& thoſe windows to 
looke out at, thy body would have beene-a dun- 
geon, the world a priſon. Ifa Tongue (wich s 
#hy glory) or an care; thou hadſi:lived any 
men, aSa beaſtamong:men. Andyet when G 
gave theeall thefe, whatdid hebur put weapons 
iatoancnemics hand t for haſt thou not uſed all 


Dz theſe, . 


OOE_ 


Pal 139.15- 


Eccl, 13-24 


| ben ,when thou wett taken ont of the 
yore, near but whilct 
thouwert2 ) whata palace hath 
> yam gs the world? which thou 


ready furniſhe with all 
rhings fo maintenance,as Car was to the 
Children o nina bois han is 
dedftner, trees not,2 
F. ſpangled; ſpread as 2 Curtaine over by het? 
% big ſets up 2 Tayerfortheeto werk ye hors, 
8 OE 13. tiltbed ont 104-23. 20d 
4 down without thy bidding, for i knows erpalng 
dawne,ver.ig. and then he drawes a curtainover 
halfe the wozld, thaet- men may goe to reft, thee 
ravſef derbweſfe ndit ienight,ver.20. Anhouſe 


- 
2 = 


this workdis, © curieully conmived, that to cve- 
xy raome. of it, cven to every” poore village, 
doee 0c Water 


© Plula6s _ Pal. 104; I'O, FI; prof which houſe 


_ o_ very 
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chambers of that houſe (as Devid calls them) 


drop faine (ſe, and waces the varth, \wer. 14 Hee 
wheeles the heavens abour,and fo'lpins oucitine 
for thee, every moment of which: time brings 
forth ſome bleſſing or other, and no one is -bar- 
ren; Therefore Pſal.6 5. x1- the yrereds ſuidrote 
crowned. with grvane(ſe : 2 diadem of goodnefie 
enciscles it round : and yer thon bait filicd chis 
world thou thus art brought into, wich 

but rebellions, as hee hath done with 
ard haſt pilcd vp ſins to heaveo ; and theu hat 
profied all theie armies of blefings'thou tiadeſt 
theworld filled wich, to fight agaioſt their Ma. 
ker, under the devilisbanner, whomthy wicked, 
pefſe ſors wp 25 the goo! of i445 merkd. And as' the 
yeere is crowned with geodnefic, ſo thy yeeres 
atk, wickednefle, and wc 0 wt Cy 

MAginalions art vid contramally. Veat 
haſt finncd ogainf beawes and earth and fubjeiFed 
the whole £72atios unts wanity , laden the earth, 
and flled-it ſo with wickednefle, that i groancs, 
the axcltree of it is even rexdy toicrack under 
_ and the groendchon treadeft on to ſue 
uf 


Fatty, fieee thou came into the world,whar 
2lo harh God fyffered theeto live inif £ 
hoe hath not ſpated thee «hree yeares onely, (2s 
hedid the figtrce) but 2hirvy, fory. And when 
thaufirkt madeſt bold to thruſt forth thy trayte. 
rous head into the world, Death (which cy ſin 
brought imzothe world with it) might have oy. 

| reſte 
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reftedthee,and rold thee,this world wasno place 
for thee, forhcllis onely owr owneplaze, AH t . 


25. thou ſhouldeft have beene executed the firſt 
. day. Andisnotſomuch time of caſe from ug 
el 


infinitemercy? Caſt but-yourth 
Angels that tcl}, *that have been in 


Manbo Gab monzcat of their ſinmog, doe bue 


thinkewith your ſelves, what they wouldgive to 
haveſ@ much time, cut out ofthat cternity, they 
areto:runthrough,&'to have it ſet apart for eaſe, 
and tobe void of torment ; itthe rich' man in 
hell, madcit ſuch a great ſuit, and counted it ſo 

reat :a favour to _ but one drop of water 

which.could but foralittle while (ſcarce more 
thanamement)yhave cooled and caſed, not his 
whole body, butthe tip of his tongue only) how 
much more would he eve thought, it mercy, to 
havelived ſo many yearcs againe as he had done 
free from torment 2 what is it then for thee, to 


' live ſo many yeares free from the falling of the 


leaſt.drop of that wrath, whereof the full- vialls 
ſhould have becn poured out many yeares agoe * 
The fame Law was out againſt us, which was out 
againſt the: Angels ; That day the eateft , thou 
ſhalt dye the Aeath : what put the difference 2 the 
Apoftletells us, his long ſuff ering tows ward : not 


tothem: for in Chap. 2.4. he had told us that 


hee ſpared not the Yngels which fell, but poſted, 

and threw them into hell, as ſoone as they had 

finned.. 

- Sixtly, But further, inthe 6. placezIs this 6 4 
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hathitbeene barely atime ofcaſe:giver thee, a 
time of reprivalls No;it hath beene wr} 
torepemt, and ſo to obtaine; thy-pardorin, Rew; 
2-21, Andas it hath beene morethancaſcoftor- 
ment unto-thee, ſo alſo confider it hath becne 
more that flacknefle in him thathath afforded.ir 
to thee; as the Apoſtle there doth:tellus.'Tr is 
not that hehath tooke no notice of thy offending 
him, but he is ſenſible of every idle thought, of 
dy lr: vaine word, and asthe Scripture tels 
us, be & rome at the way heart, 'in' fo much as he 
Y epents k 

thee every day thou riſeſt, every time hee lookes 
on4hec, whenever he meets thee going into the 
Taverne to be drunk, the whorchouſero be uw 
cleane, when he meets thee reelingintheſtreets; 
he hath mych adoc to; forbearc killing thee, as 
he had to forbeare Hoſes when he met him in 
the Jane : He is ready to havea blow at theezand 
itſhould notneed be any greatftroake, or fetch. 
ing his armeabout 3 if he did but blow on'thee 
thou wert conſumed. To ſufferthee ro live,doth 
thereforeeoſt him much riches of paticace'z but 
to cuttheeoff,. need colt him nothing : hee can 
doethat with caſe. But further, all is joyned with 
a willingueſſe that thou ſhouldſt _ and. net 
perifh, as that place tells thee. It were\much 
mercy for a-Traytor tobe reprived, toihave's 
leaſe of his life for twenty yecres, though there 
were no hope nor means of obtaining his-finall 
pardon after that te ſpageu this ART = 
f Oo 7 ut 


F 


aatever he made thee ; he & angry with Gen. 6: 


a th. 


bur for SET and chouth all char eime of 
ER ves himſclfe ne- 
Hr erwn But untothee, this time bach 

day of life, andputtin 

oy mn war execution (which for the guilt of that fir 
rebellion ſhould have been acted on thee inthe 
wotnb):it hath becne $:me to repent in + And yet 
hath notthis time of thy reprivall made thee fo 
much the. more rebellious © and haſt not thou 
A hi falt in making upithe meaſure of 
full * and harh ir beene will ingnefſe 
"© encly mM i God that: thou ſhouldeſt not periſh? 
yes more; joyncd with waiting alſo , when it 


ſhbuldoncebe, thinking the time lo te 
os hat 


ingand deſiring that thouwouldit repent,t 
paizhe: p thee. "Thus 7evers, 13. laſt, God 


hindfclfe, when ſhall it once be #' yea 
and:donfider how. many dayes of payment have 
beenet, and how many procmifes tnade;and bro- 
kenall by ,tlice,' and+ yer ill 'heowaiteth wats 
crment. Thou receivedſt preſſe moneyat 
prngrnn when thou didft promiſe tofor- 
andalt his workes, andto begunto 
—— thou {woutdftbegitito-difcernhe 
betweenc-pood andevill) Bur-no won pra ry did the 
bgb ge dawhe im thy heart, bur thou 
_ ſpun hin 5 and thy firft 
== And hey (hep So Fn 
cher 

Rom war 4 the pleaſtres 
| Che groan by meancs ” 
ray. 
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thy cducation, of his goodnciſe towards thee 
and of that happincfio robe had in him, andthou 
hadftthe firſt offer of him, ere thy tender yeares 
were poyſoned by the world ; and he bath-dealt 
with thee againe and againe, both by his Word 
and Spirit ; not waited onely , but wooedrhee; 
and hath beene a ſuiter to thy heart long :-acid I 
appeale to your hearts, how marry promiſes you 
have made him, of turning fromall your rebetli- 
ons to him, after ſach a Sermon, which was 
brought powerfully home : in ſuch a ſicknefſe, 
and in ſucha ſtrait , thy conſcience knowes full 
well : Andtill God hath made tryall of thee; 
and given thee longer day ; and though thou haſt 
broke with him againe and againe, yet he hath 
forborne thee againeand againe,and hath waited 
this twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, (1xty years,when 
theu ſheuldeſt come in, and be as good as thy 
word, and ſtill thou haſt failed him, And yetbe- 
hold and wonder , and ſtand confounded at the 
riches of his long ſuffering, that after ſo many 
yearesexpence, and promiſes broken by thee, 
expcaations failed in him, and many mockeries 
of him, after allthis he is yet willing toaccept of 
the remainder, if thou wouldſt ſpend the reft o 
the time, left thee in the fleſh, according to his will, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Per. 4. 3. cven to loſe 
principall, uſe, and all, for what is paſt, and're- 
quires but the ſame compoſition was propoun- 
ded the firſt day ; yea and not onely ſo, butwith 
promiſe to become adebtor untothee,to beſtow 
E 2 further 
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further riches on thee tharvever yet thou ſaweſt, 
or artiableto conceive': yea and all this, 'when 
hecould have his penyworths: out of thee ano. 
thet way, and loſc notonefarthing by thee, but 
by. puniſhing thee in bell, recover all ro they 
# 


* | Neither, ſeventhly., hath it beene barely and 
ſunply an a@tof patience oor Egan» though 
joyned with this willingneſle, thou ſhouldſt not 
periſh ; or mcerely a —_—_ aQt of ſuffering 
thee-to live. But God ſhewes forth yet more 
riches of goodnefle joyned with this long ſuffe- 
ring ; in him ye live, aud move, and have your be- 
ing.;;and doſt thou livein him onely 2 nay thou 
liveſt on him alſo, upon his coft ahd charges ; 
I have hung upon thee ( {ayes David) from my 
wothers wombe. And confider what thy life is, 
that of ſofmal a bottome, he ſhould ſpin'our ſo 
long a thred : had hee not 'drawne it out of his 
owne power, asthe ſpider doth her web out of 
her ewne bowels, it had beene at an end the fe- 
cond minute';.to maintainethat radical{ moiſture, 
that e&y/e that feeds: the lampe, andlight.of thy 
life, that radical balſamums, this is as great: am1- 


Tacle as the maintaining'the- oy/e in the eru7e of 


the poore famiſhed widew.. And further.'yer, 
hath he maintainedthee onely « Nay more;hath 
he not defended thee, tooke thy part, protefted 
thee, tooke thee underhis. wing, as the hen dorh 
her chickens, to ſhelter thee from. thoſe many 
dangers thy life hath been expoſed unto? Other- 


wiſe, 


| _a Merci MN, 


wiſc, how many wayes, cte this, hadſt thou been | 


ſnatcht away out of the land' of the living 71s 
thy caſc, the caſe of the figtree onely, which be- 
forewe mentioned, thatwhen God cryed, Cut 
it downe, another cryed, areit ? but there have 
beene many have cryed, Cut thee downe,and 'God 
hathcryed, ſpare Thee - there is never a minute; 
but the devills would have had a blow at thy 
life, as he longed tohave had art 78bs. That thou, 
a poore lump of fleſh, ſhouldſt walke through, 
and in the midſt of ſuch an hoſt of fierce anderu- 
ell cnemies; whoſe hearts are ſwelled with ma- 
Jiceat thee, and God ſhould fayto themall,con- 
cerning thee, as he did to Laban concerning 7a- 
cob, Tonch not this man. And yet if thon wert not 
liable to their malice and power ,”yet conſider 
how many dangers and caſualties,befides, thou 
haſt beenc kept in, and from ; asfalls, drowning, 
killing many wayes ; how often havethe arrows 
ofdeath come whisking bythee,rookaway thoſe 
next thee, (haply of thy kindred, brother, ſiſter, 
yoke-fcllow, of the ſame houſe, family with thy 
ſelfe)and yet have miſſedrhee 2 And if welook 
nofarther than theſe dayes of mortality we have 
lived in ; two great plagues in this 'Kingdome, 
how bave the moſt of us all; here ſurvived, and 
now thethirdis increaſing and growing upon us ? 
To have our hives in ſuch deare '5eares. of time, 
when to have our life for 4 prey is mercy enough, 
4s Teremy told Baruch | that theſearrows ſhould 
flyc round about us,over our heads, and miſſcus ! 
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that Gods arreſts ſhould feizce upon walk- 
ing, talking with. us, and ſparc us ! how often, 
many other wayes, hath thy 'neck been yvpon'the 
block, andthe axc held over, and yer hath fallen 
beſides ! To goc no farther thanthy own body, 
the humours thereof, if God ſhould not reftraine 
them, would overflow and drowne it, as the 
—_—— _— if God Pre os ſay 
to a5 WAVES. when in a 
lickneſſe Nat hage been let out , yet God hath 
keptiaſluce, that fo much ſhould break forth,and 
no more, which ſhould purge, and waſh the bo. 
dy, and make it more healthfull , as the over. 
flowingof Nil doth. And when then thy bo. 
dy hath beet brought low and weake, and like 
acrazy rotten ſhip in aſtorme, taking in water on 
allfides, ſo that all the Phyſitians in the world 
couldnot have thoſe Leakes ; yet hee hath 
rebuked wind and ſea, hath carcencd, mended 
thee, and launched thee into the world againe, 
as whole, as ſound, and ftrong as ever ; and God 
hath ſaid, as 786.33. that Thos ſhouldft not dye>, 
Ina word, 'if thau:confider but whatthy life is, 
aad the dangersit is{ubjectto,thou wilt acknow- 
ledge it asgreata wonder to preſerve it, as to ſee 
aglaſſe, thathath beene in continuall uſe, gone 
__ many hands,and hath had many knocks, 
and-falls, tobe kepe for forty, fifty, fixty yeeres 
wholeand-unbroken: Ged hath carryed thy life 
in bis hand, as it were a catdle inapaper lanthorn 
inarong windy night, and kept it from being 
extin, 


”. 


4reinſi Marcie. z1 
extint, whenas wee often {de in many, that a 
little cold-comes bur in at « little cranny, and 
blowes their candle out ,a5 lob ſpeaks. 

And cighthly , how have theſe ycercs/ and 
hours of thy time been filled up with goodaclle* 
and with how many comforts? For a-'Traytor 
to live , though but upon bread and. water all 
bis dayes, what favour is it * and fo hadſtthon 
lived allthis time, never fo miſerably, though 
all thy dayes thou hadft eaten thy bread in darkneſſe, 
and hed had much ſorrow with thy ficknefſe, (as Eccleſ.s.17. 
Solomen \peaks.) Some there arc, who , as 70b 
ipeaks, 16b 21.15. dye in the bitterneſſe of theiy lob u1ay. 
Hs never eate with pleaſure, fearce lecings 
good day ; and if this had. beenethy cafe, yer 
this isinfinite mercy. Even whatſocveris onthis 
fide Hell, is mercy. Lam. 3.22. fay they inthe Lamea. 3:22: 
worſt eftate the Church was cver on carth, 7# « 
#45 { mercies,) not mercy onely, but multitude of 
mercies are fhewne us,' that we ave not conſumed, 
becauſe big mevcies are renewed tuery mernine. Tf 
at the brink of hell, and not in, itis mercy. But 
hath he nor all this while ped thy heart with food 
and gladneſſe,asthe Apoſtle peaks, 4245 14.177 Ats 14417: - 
kr were infinite to goe over the particular kinds of 
common comforts, which God vouchſafes men 
here : not halfe che riches of his goodneſle is 
yet told: It would require an age to-makean In. 
ventoryof them. Haft a houſe in the world to 
_ head in, and keepe thee from the inju- 
nes. of the weather © (which was a 
riſt 
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Chriſt had) God he is thy Landlord, (though ic 
may be thou payeſt him no rent 3) he. it is thar 
builds the houſe, Pſal. 127.1. Haſta bed tolyc 
upon? he makes it, eſpecially in thy ſickneſſe_, 
Pſal.4.t.3. Haſt thou fleepe (which is the nurſe 
| nature, the parentheſis of all thy cares arid 
pricfes,Yhe-rocks thee aflecp every night; and 
ashe gives thee a houſe, ſo hee gives thee ref, 
Pſal. 127.2. It is Ged keeps off thoſe gnatts of 
hating cares, and gricfes, and thoughts, and 
terrorsof conſcience, would buzze abouta man, 
and keepe one continually waking. And'when 
thou ſleepeſt, is thy ſieepe pleaſant to thee 2 God 
wakes it (0, Ter. 31:26. Haſt thou cloathes.to co- 
verthy nakednefſe © reade 01d 7acobs Indentures, 
Gen.28. 20, and thou ſhalt ſee by them whoſe 
fiading they arcat ; if Thow wilt give me rayment, 
thatis one ofhis conditions mentioned. Yea,doc 
thy cloathes keope thee warme ? ever, this is attri- 
butedto:bim, 1eb 37.17.He fills thee, feeds thee, 
ſpreads thy table, ſerves thee, fils thy cup, as Da- 
vid deſcribes his goodneſle, Pſal. 23.5.and gives 
thee thy. met induc ſeaſen 3 and bath not failed 


.-, theeameales mcar, butthou haſt had irat thy op. 


pointed time, as Tob ſpeaks; And haſtthou healthe 
which-is the faltto all theſe bleſſings, (without 
whichthou wouldſt ſay; then hedſt no lee in 
them) He isthe 60d: of thy bealth, and keeps off 
diſeaſes Zx0d.1 526i 1 will put none of thoſe— 


diſeaſes. on thee; I am the Lord who healeth thee ; 


that:is, preſerve thee from them which clſc 
v4rtc) | would 


againſt Mercie. 2 


33 _ 


would ſcize. on thee; And theſe mercies hee' 


vouchſafeth unto you that arc the pooreſt, and 


loades you with theſe and the like benefits every 
da 


| Bur bat thou Riches added to theſe, and abune 
dance? The bleſſing of God maketh rich, Pro ito. 
22. Thoughthon hadſt them by birth, yerthee; 
made thoſe friends , and parents of thine;but 
fcoffces intruſt forthce: they were \nyv1more;-it 
was God who bequeathed them, Bccl. 2. laſt. 
Or whether thou haſt got them ſince by thine 
owne induſtry , it is hee gives thee power 10 get 
wealth, Dent. 8.18; Prov. 12: 24. and out of 4 
ſmall eftate maketh-men great, 10b 8. 7. Itis hee 
by his providence/hath ſtopt the ſecret iffiies and 
draynes of expence,at which other mens eſtates 


runne out ; hath oo that hole in the bottome of 


the bag, as the Prophet ſpeaks. And with theſe 
riches hath he given thee 4 heart to wſe them, This, 
as itis a farther mercy, Eccleſ. 5,19.and Chap. 
6.2. ſoalfo from him, as itis noted there. 

Or haſt thou credit ( which is better than 
riches ? ſo ſayes Solomon, Prov. 22. 1.) itis God 
who givesit, not thy wiſedome,parts,or worth : 
Eccleſ.ga11. favour is not alwaies to men of 5hill: 
that is, not acceptation.of whatthey doc, with 
outa farther bleſſing trom God. Therefore be. 
ſides the gift of wiſdome, he gave a further pro. 
miſe of honour alſo unto Solowen, 2 Chron. 1.11. 
It is God who faſhions mensopinions. The Apo- 
ſtle prayes to God hi ſervice might be accepted of 
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Iob 5.21. 


the Sams, though no ſervice was like to be 
more acceptable, for it was the gatheriag and 

inging in of almcs and relicfe ro them. Iris he 
rules mens tongues, bids men bleſſe, as well as 
he bare Shimiti-carſe : and he hath kept thee from 
{uchgrxollc finnes, which, as fiyes, would have 
putrifyed the oyntment of thy good name, who alſo 
coriceales thoſe thou haſt commirted, and hides 
thee fram the firife of tongues, Tob 5,21. 

Haft thou friends, or doe any love thee 2 
(whercia much of the comfort of our lives con- 
fiſts, and therefore David ſaycs. of Ionathan, 


. 2. $44:1,26, Thea wert pleaſant to me) it is God 


who gives favour in mens eyes :'So hee did 7o- 
ſeph, Ge. 39.21. If any man or creature doth 
theea kindneſſe, he toucketh their hearts, (as it 
is ſaid ofthe men who claveto $Saal)and viſits for 
thee ; He made the «£gyprians beyond all rea- - 
ſon' the 1p atiites friends, gave them favour in 
their eyes, as the text tells us. And hence, Gey. 
33+ 10. Iacob ſayes, He ſaw the face of God, in re- 
conciled Eſaxs face; for Gods fayour appeared 
inhis looke. He put youinto yout callings, ranks, 
and ſtations, gives you all yourskill, ſucceſſe in 
them ; The meanceſt oftrades, to ſow,and plovgh, 
and threſb, they are from the Lord, whois cnn, Ii 
full in working, (Efay 28.from the 23.tothe end) 
even as well as the $kill of the moſt curious In- 
graver, Limbner , or Embroyderer (as of Be. 
zateel ) the Scripture ſayes; God was his Maſter, 
taught him.  Haſt thou-en{arged parts and pits 
; or 


| #ptin} F Mercie, ; 
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for higher imployments * it is not thy birth, or 
age hath acquired them: unto thee: 7ob 32, $, 9. 
Great-men are not alwaies wiſe, therefore it poes 
not by birth ; nor have the aged alwaies wndey- 
ſtanding, it goes not onely by experience ; but i# 
i the inſpiration of the Almighty, And haſta 
calling. anſwerable to thy Parts, to be a Scholler, 
and have thy mindeenrichtdand ennobledwith 
the beſt and choiſeſt jewell the world hath, wiſ- 
dome and knowledge'z whereby the minde is 
elevated as much above other mens, as they are 
- above beaſts ? God hath beene thy preat Twtor, 
The mind of man is Gods Candle, and hee maketh 
wiſcr that a mans teachers, as he did Hoſes in 
Egyptian learning, Daniel, David. 
To-conclude, haſt thoucomfortin all theſe 2 
in riches, learning, credit, wiſe, children, meat, 
* drink, &c. Hee putsin all the ſugar; delight and 
leaſurethar eſpecially depends onhim ; events 
Faſhion the heart to all theſe? Asayre lights net 
withoutthe Sunne, nor wood heats not without 
fire; ſo neither doth thy condition comfort 
thee withour God. And therefore CL#s 14.17. 
it is ſaid, He filled their hearts,as with food, lo,with 
glaaneſſe. :\3tihs | 
And befides all theſe, confider rhe many pe- 
culiar paſſages and turnings of his providence 
towards thee for thy good';' the working of 
things together , cver-and anon to doe thee-a 
good turne;-the packing and 'plotting aff 'for 
thee, better than thou couldſt have plotted for 
F 2 thy 
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thy ſclfe y as thy relicfe in many ſtrata ec: 
ceſſe in many.bulincſſes ; He workes all our works 
in us and form, as Af iponky, Eſay 26: hath he 
not taken. ſach-ſpeciall care and providence of 
thee,/as if hee had regarded no man elſe in the 
world ! | 
And now whenthou haſt conſidered all, be- 
thinke thy ſelfe-withall a little of thy dealings 
towards him: what have beene the effets and 
fruits of all this goodnefle ? hold up thy head 
man, looke God inthe face. It is wall ct; that 
ſhame begins /to-cover thee.. How hath that his 
pocionee and long ſuffering , vouchſafing rhee 
Ipace to repent, wrought'wicth thee £ how 'nigh 
to repentance hath.it brought thee ? Such is t 
peryerſenefſe of mans nature, as Solomon tells ns, 
Its Beclaſ,8 «1 3: that: becauſe fentence 5 7 anevill 
worke w not preſently txtcuted, therefore the hearts 
of the ſpnnes of men. are fully ſet to doe evill : Be- 
cauſe God defers punuthing, they: defer repen: 
Wgs thow thinkelt. 40, ſpend the tot preciqus 
ofthy timeand ſtrength infinning,/and give God 
. the dreggs, the bottome, the laſt fands, thy 
dotage ;. which-thy very {clfe and friends are 
weary of, and all theſe bleſſings and comforts 
whi þ God hath yaychſafed chee;hiowhbafſt thou 


uſed themagainſt-him ? This oyle which ſhould 
-have beene fuell-toithy thankfulneſſe, hath'en- 
ceaſed the hire of thy luſts, and thy lufs haves 
FOpſumed them all; Tames 4. The tiches hee hath 
given, thou. haſt made Idols of, and ſacrificed 
WP a. thy 


 a2dinſt Mercie, 


thy deareſt, morning, daily thoughts and affecti. 


ons unto, as Ged complaines, Ezek.16.from the 
I5. and ſo on :[ His meat] (as at the 29. ver. he 
calls it)-thou ſacrificedſt ro thy belly, which thou 
haſt made thy God ; thy ſtrength to women; 
the wealth hee hath given you, you haye made 
uſc of, bur to-liveat a high rate of fianing, and to 
procure the ſweeteft bits, the daintieſt and moſt 
coſtly finnes ; The edge of that ſword of power 
God hath put into thy hand, thou haſt turned a- 
gant him arid his, haply both: his-Childrenand 

iniſters ; ſothat God, by giving thee all theſe, 
hath but made thee moreable to offend him, and 
hath ftrengthned an enemy, and by ſparing thee 
thus long, hath but made thee more bold to doe 
it. all his mercycs have but fortifyed thy heart 
againſt him ; Doe ye requite the Lord-thws, ye foo- 
hijb people and unkind ? as Moſes expoſtulates the 
caſe, Deut.32.6. as Chriſt ſaidto the Jewes, For 
which of all my. good workes dot yee ſtone me ? So 
ſay Ito you, for which of all his mercies is it, ye 
finne againſt him 2 what, to fight againſt him 
wath his owne weapons ? to —___ he gives 
yon.into the devills, his caemies- hands ? What 
eniquity did you ever findein' him , thus to deale ? 
Godwill one day thusexpoſtulate his cauſe with 
you, and heape coales of fire upon all your heads, 
(if that youturne not) becauſe you have rendred 
him evill for good : and all theſe mercies thus 
abuſed, will be as ſo many coalesto make hell 
fire the hotter, And toreaſon this point yet fur- 
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ther with you our of the Text, and what argu. 
ments it will afford to work upon you. 
Conſider, fixſt, what it isthou doeſt ; whileſt 
thus thou goeſt on, thou art a Deſpiſer of the_> 
Riches of his goodneſſe : that which is oppoſite to 
goodneffe, muſt needs be tranſcendently eyill. 
What, art thou evill, becauſe God s good ? and (ſo 
much the more evill, by how much the more 
heis good, ſurely there muſt needs be an unox- 
hauſted treaſure of wickedneſle in thee, which 
will alſo caufe in the end atreaſure of wrath in 
him ; what and finnc againſt mercy, patience, 
long ſuffering , added ts goodneſſe? of all at- 
tributes, as the richeſt to the moſt glorious ; for 
it isthat heglorics in: in the abufing of which 
therefore he thinkes himſeIfe moſt debaſed : of 
all attributes the tendereft : what, kick againſt 
bi bowels ? ſoare his mercies called : canſt hit 
himno where elfe but theres to deſpife a mans 
wiſdome, power, learning, is not ſo muchas to 
deſpiſc his love ; what canſt thou imagine will 
become of thee, when thou commeſt to dye ? 
what is itthouwilr then come to plead and 
for ? O mercy, mercy ; why wretch that thou 
art, it is mercy thou haſt tinned againſt. Riches 
of mercy and patfence abuſed, turnes intoEfu- 
ry. I may allidete that ſpeech, 1 Sam. 2.25. 
If a man ſine againſt his brother , the Indge_- 
fhall judge him ; but if againft God , who ſhall 
plead for him ? So hadſt thou finned againſt 
any other attribute , Mercy might have m_ 
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nine thee ; but if againſt Mercyitſelfe, who 
als 

Well, if thou gocſt on thus to doe ſo till , 
thou haſt a hard heart ; it argues the greateſt 
hardnefſe of all other ;, thax is the ſecond, You 
uſe not ( however it comes to pafle ) to deale 
this with the worſt of men, finners like to your 
ſelves ; but to them that love you, you tender 
love againe, Luke 6. 33. and will you deale fo 
with God ? 15it 4 ſmall thing to weary men, but 
you _ weary God alſs ? fayes Eſay, 7. 13. Hee 
thought it infinitelyleſle toabuſe men than God; 
but you carry your ſelves as men, to men, bur 
as devills towards God ; herein ye have nor the 
heartsof men inyou ; notprinciples of common 
humanity, whereby ye differ from beaſts; The 
cords of love are calledthe cords of a man,Hoſ.11.6. 
the ſpirit of man breakes, melts under kindaefle; 
beafts indeed yee uſe to prick with goades, but 
the cords of a man are the cords of love ; no 
_ being more deepely engraven in mens 

carts, thanthis, to dee good to thoſe who doe good 
#0 you, Hat.5.46. Nay, would ye had here- 
in yet the hearts of beaſts 3 The Oxe knowes hi 
owner, the A (ſe his maſters cribb, but my people 
have rebelked againſt mee. A ſine fo much 
2gainft nature; that he calls uponthoſe creatures, 
who have no more thati meere natnre' in them, 
viz. the heavens to fland aftoiviſht at it. But as na- 
ture clevated by grace, riſcth higher than it ſelf; 
fobcing poyſoned with finne, it is caſt below it 
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| ſclfe, fins againſt it ſelf, and the principles which 


are begotren in'and with ir ſeltc ; if it were nor 
ſo, how were it poſſible thou ſhouldſt hate him, 
who never did thee hurt 2 and goe on to wound 
him,who weepeth overthce * and deſpiſe that in 
him moſt, which feekes to ſave thee s and load 
him with fins ? 4792.13. who loades thee dal- 
ly with his mercies, Pſal.68.19. 

There is a third conſideration the text ſug- 
geſts, to ſhew the fearfulneſſe of thy finin/this 
reſpec ; and thatis, that thou goeſt on every mi- 
nute finning and in impenitency , by deſpiſing his 
goodneſle, to treaſure up wrath againſt the day 
of wrath ; to ſin againft mercy, of all other eg- 
creaſeth wrath ; thou muſt pay treafures, for 
treaſures ſpent. As thou laviſhly ſpendelſt riches 
of mercy, ſo God will recover riches of glo 
outefthce : God will not loſe by thee, bur wi 
reckon with thee inwrath for every off er of pa- 
tience ſpent; for every ſand of long ſuffering that 
runs out, hee drops ina drop of wrath into his 
Vialls,and it will prove atreaſure,ſucha treaſure 
as ſhall bring in an cternall reyenue of glory un- 
to God, of all hisglory loſt, and riches ſpent, 
with advantage ; ſuch a treaſure, as will aske an 
eternity of timeto be ſpent uponthce, and yetbe 
never empticd or made lefſe;andthe longer thou 
goeft on, the greater heap it will ſwell unto;And 
doſt thou know and conſider how faſt this trea- 
ſure fills,and how much the longer thou goeft on 
to adde to it, ſtill the morethouaddeft,. ill oo 
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laſt yeere more thanall the yeeres before? eyery 
minutes impenitency: adding to this/ heape/dnd 
ſumme, as new figures added in'a fummeuſt'to 
doe ; the firſt is but one; the ſecond makes irten 
the third an hundred, jhe fourth athouſand, and 
what aſumme will this grow to? 2 & 4 

Ay butthou wil ſay; Tuſh, Lam in proſperity, 
in health,wealth,and caſc, and to day ſhall be as 
to morrow, and much-more abundant, Zfay 56, 
12. Well, but fourthly, conſiderout of the text, 
that there will. comea day atlaſt, the morrow 
whereof will bea day of wrath: Itis treaſuring up 
now. , but is not brought forth till the day: of 
wrath , till which-day thou maycſ goe on and 
proſper, as 7eb- giving us-the:reaſorrwhy wicked 
men proſper here, ſayes, Chap.21. They are 7e- 
ſerved to the day of wraths,in the plurall, 'becauſe 
treaſuresare laid up:againſt then 3 thou art yer 
ſpared; becautcthy fins arcnot yet full, and that 
Treaſure isnot fiilt, as the fins of the ,4morites 
were not ; and all this thy preſent proſperity fits 
thee but for hell. So Rom. g. 22. they are ſaid to 
be veſſells fitted for deftruition, by long ſuffering. 
And fo Nahum tells us, they are but as ſtubble 
laid out in the Sunne a drying, till it be fully ary, 
Nahm 1.10. that it-may burne the better; and 
tikegrapes thatare lettohangin the Sunſhine lll 
they be ripe, Revet. 15. 16. and fo thou for the 
winepreſſe of Gods wrath. 

But thy ſenſelefſe heart may hap to ſay, I ſee 
no ſuch thipg, and theſe are but threats, I _ 
05 
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ſo.; therefore itis laid in the Text; that it is & 

T z/ which, as' Treaſures uſe to be, is hid 

till that day comes, 8: then revealed, ax the words 

have it. For thou ſceſt not this day a 

comming, yet God-who fitsin heaven , ſces thy 

day acomming; &s.Dawvad fayes, ?/al.z7.rz.who 

iseherefore faded {de it, becauſe himſclfe feeFir 

; not ; and it is g comming faſter than thou art 

2 Pet3.3 AwareVfit, a Price.z. Damnation fumbireth not, 

though thou dreataeſtnor bf it ; lingrerh #0; - as 

anhuc andory;itis:frurtour, arid 1s on is courſe, 

and will in the end overtake thee, and that when 

: thou leaſt rhinkeſt of it, av 2 therfe in the wig, 

"=p when chou art aflcepe, yet dreamecſt nat of it, 

= a»Thels, & Thifts, whenthou artheaſt prepared for it, u$ 

in:the world; when the were cating und 

drinkinp :' as God w when his child 

5 etthebect and ripeſt, and then takes him;ſohe 

will watch-chee torake thee for thy nepleR, at 

thy wort, ahd give thee haply no time to pre- 

pate;thry goe towne ro hell 1na moment, Pad. 
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